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More	Than	a	Slave 
 As I study the Bible, I am amazed at 
what great truths can be found in what might 
be first viewed as “insignificant” verses. In 
giving us everything that we could possibly 
need for life, God chose every word of every 
verse for the express purpose of giving us all 
that we need (2 Pet. 1:3). We see this as we 

study “deep” passages like those found in Romans or Hebrews, 
but we can so easily overlook this kind of study else-
where. Look at how this principle applies to how Paul 
described a slave who was “more than a slave.” 
 It is found in the only one chapter book the 
apostle penned, and it concerned a slave who Paul 
taught while in prison in Rome. His name was Onesi-
mus, who had run away from his master, Philemon. 
Paul had converted Philemon and now writes every 
word of this leƩer to him with his own chained hands. Paul 
expected that he would soon be released and asked Philemon 
to prepare a room for him when he arrived aŌer his release.  
 Can you imagine the joy there would have been in 
that reunion? What a great recepƟon there would have been! 
However, before Paul came, there was to be another person 
coming to Philemon’s house. Paul asked him to receive this 
guest like he would hopefully be able to receive Paul. We know 
some of the names of some of those brethren who were with 

Paul—Mark, Luke, and Demas—but none of them were men-
Ɵoned as coming. Who was this important person that Paul 
asked Philemon to welcome? It was a slave who had served 
Philemon before he had run away.  
 That slave may have even stolen things to take with 
him as he fled, and Paul offered to pay any amount owed. Paul 
writes this leƩer to ensure that when Onesimus arrived he 
would be looked at in a far different way. It is true that he was 

a slave, but Paul tells Philemon to treat this slave 
who returned to serve his master in a different way.  
 Read every word of this leƩer carefully and 
think of how it applies to people who are in your life. 
He had been a slave, but Paul says that now he re-
turns “more than a slave.” He is a brother. He is a 
beloved brother. He is a brother in whose life God 
possibly had brought circumstances that lead to his 

conversion. He is a brother who had served Paul while the 
apostle was in prison. Read every word of this short leƩer and 
one great lesson is found. It all had changed. He was sƟll a 
slave, but he was more than a slave.  
 Look at your brothers in Christ. We are all different in 
our in many ways. Never look at any fellow ChrisƟan with any 
view that is greater than we are now brothers. This alone 
changes it all. We are all different but all that truly maƩers is 
that we are all brothers. We are beloved brothers in Christ! 

By Dan Jenkins 

We are all  
different in many 
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The	Apostles’	Doctrine	
 We should never elevate anyone 
above where God does.  Nor should we de-
mote anyone below where God does.  Just as 
we are humans, so were the apostles, as they 
were not perfect or infallible on their own.  
We see examples of their imperfecƟon as 
humans periodically (in Peter’s impetuous 

behavior, in the apostles arguing over greatness, in their for-
saking of Jesus in His moment of greatest need, etc.).  
However, when it came to their doctrine, it was infal-
lible in every way. 
 The doctrine preached by the apostles was 
not their own.  Peter said that “no prophecy of Scrip-
ture is of any private interpretaƟon, for prophecy 
never came by the will of man” (2 Pet. 1:20-21).  In 
fact, Jesus told them, “Do not worry beforehand, or 
premeditate what you will speak” (Mark 13:11).  Truly, the 
apostles’ doctrine was “not...the word of men” (1 Thess. 2:13). 
 The doctrine preached by the apostles was given to 
them directly from God.  Peter affirmed, “holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21).  
Jesus told the apostles, “But whatever is given you in that 
hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spir-
it” (Mark 13:11).  The Holy Spirit would “teach” the apostles, 
“bring to [their] remembrance all things” that Jesus told them, 

“guide [them] into all truth” and “tell [them] things to 
come” (John 14:26; 16:13).   
 The doctrine preached by the apostles carried the 
very authority of its origin—God Himself.  Paul delighted to 
pronounce the word that he spoke and wrote was “in truth, 
the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13), for it had “been freely given” 
to him “by God” (1 Cor. 2:10-13).  Thus, the authority inherent 
in “the things which I write to you,” said Paul to his Corinthian 

brethren, “are the commandments of the Lord” (1 
Cor. 14:37).   
 The doctrine preached by the apostles was 
singular in nature.  The definite arƟcle “the” is used 
in Acts 2:42 of “the apostles’ doctrine,” and it is used 
repeatedly in the New Testament of “the doctrine” of 
Christ (1 Tim. 4:16; 6:3; 2 John 9).  Truly, there is “one 
faith” (Eph. 4:5), which is “the faith which was once 

for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).  There is “no other doc-
trine” (1 Tim. 1:3) given by and acceptable to the God of heav-
en than the apostles’ doctrine. 
 That is why the doctrine preached by the apostles is 
that in which we must “conƟnue steadfastly” (Acts 2:42), 
which we must preach in love (Eph. 4:15), and for which we 
must “contend earnestly” (Jude 3).  We must not “receive...nor 
greet” anyone who does “not bring this doctrine” (2 John 9).  
The apostles were imperfect, but their doctrine is perfect! 

By David Sproule 
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Let’s	Go	to	Camp!	
 It’s Palm Beach Lakes’ week at Cen-
tral Florida Bible Camp: Forever Camp. All of 
the planning and preparaƟon has led up to 
this. With 118 kids and just enough staff to 
make all the acƟviƟes run smoothly, it is 
amazing how wonderful a Ɵme Forever Camp 
is. 

 Many may not know exactly what goes on at Bible 
Camp. In fact, some may not know why we take up a 
collecƟon to sponsor students to aƩend. I think it is 
good for us to understand why camp is important 
and why we need to conƟnue to support this amaz-
ing program. 
 Forever Camp is FUN! Every day at camp, 
the campers follow a schedule full of entertainment, 
new experiences, learning and devoƟon to God. A 
typical day at CFBC includes team games (Defend the Tower, 
laser tag, etc.), sporƟng compeƟƟons (ping pong, volleyball, 
etc.), engaging Bible classes, and chapel Ɵme (singing, prayer, 
Scripture reading and preaching).  The kids love it! 
 Forever Camp is RELATIONSHIP BUILDING! At camp, 
children get the opportunity to make new friends and grow 
closer to the friends they already have from church. With such 
a large camp, kids come from all over the state of Florida. At 
camp they are able to meet and interact with many more 

ChrisƟans their age than almost any other Ɵme of the year. 
 Forever Camp is EVANGELISTIC! While most of the 
children that aƩend the camp come from sister congregaƟons, 
many come from denominaƟonal religions or families without 
religion. CFBC opens the doors of the church to them all. At 
camp, they will leave knowing God’s plan of salvaƟon, Biblical 
principles for living, and the examples of our devoted ChrisƟan 
staff and campers. 

 Forever Camp is ENCOURAGING! Many of 
our campers and staff see camp as refreshing. It gives 
them some Ɵme away from the world to be engulfed 
in Biblical thinking, surrounded by fellow believers. 
This Ɵme is very oŌen a Ɵme for rededicaƟon, re-
pentance and salvaƟon. A countless number of teens 
and adults have responded to the gospel and are 
living ChrisƟan lives because camp gave them the last 

push they needed to make their lives right with God. 
 Palm Beach Lakes’ week at Central Florida Bible Camp 
is truly a uniquely wonderful experience, but if it is going to 
conƟnue being used by God to enrich the lives of our children 
and the lost, it needs our support. In order for Forever Camp to 
provide the food, acƟviƟes, Bible lessons and supervision nec-
essary to run, it needs volunteers that are willing to step up. 
How might you be able to help Forever Camp conƟnue to be a 
posiƟve tool for encouraging our children? 

By Robert Lupo 

...it is good for us 
to understand 
why camp is   
important...  

Where my mind goes FIRST 
 
There is a lot happening in our naƟon right now.  There is a 
divide among us that is full of hate.  There are cultural pres-
sures that we may not even realize.  We have been influenced 
to think, respond and behave in certain ways.  As a ChrisƟan, I 
must learn to always be MORE “mindful of the things of God” 
than “the things of men” (MaƩ. 16:23).   
 
When someone is killed, I need to think about 
the eternal soul of the deceased AND of the 
killer.  When someone is being insulted, I need 
to think about the desperate need of the gospel 
in the life of the insulted AND the insulter.  
When the Ɵdes of what is accepted as right and 
wrong are constantly shiŌing, I need to stand firm on the un-
changing truth of God’s Word.  When I feel inclined to lean in 
one poliƟcal direcƟon or the other, I need to realize that I am 
to be a God-honoring, Christ-loving, church-serving, righteous-
ness-living person FIRST…AND…FOREMOST…EVERY DAY!  Eve-
rything about my Father must be more important to me than 
everything about this world (1 John 2:15-17)!  – DS 
 

Dealing with conflict made easier 
 
Conflict resoluƟon can be extremely uncomfortable, to the 
extent that many of us will avoid it all costs.  We might even let 
a conflict simmer just to avoid the uneasiness of confronƟng 
someone or confronƟng the issue itself.  Perhaps one reminder 
can help us with this. 
 

There is a verse that is oŌen quoted out of con-
text that applies to this subject.  Jesus said, “For 
where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, I am there in the midst of them” (MaƩ. 
18:20).  This verse is oŌen used (incorrectly) of a 
small worship gathering to prove that Jesus is 
there.  It is true that Jesus is there (ex: MaƩ. 

26:29; Heb. 2:11-12), but this verse is addressing the effort to 
reconcile a “fault” that exists between brethren (MaƩ. 18:15-
20).  When such is done as Scripture prescribes (i.e., “in My 
name”), Jesus Himself says, “I am there.” 
 
Are you dealing with a conflict?  Pray about it.  Ask God for 
wisdom (Jas. 1:5).  Ask God for a forgiving heart (MaƩ. 6:12-
15).  Ask God to go with you (Heb. 13:5-6).  When you follow 
His plan, you will not be alone!  – DS 
 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Robin Landen mulƟple health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Henry Williams dialysis treatments 

Ongoing Health Issues Jackie Creary having another knee replacement surgery on July 22 

BeƩy Davis recovering from an outpaƟent procedure 

Maria Hackshaw has been struggling with her health 

Charles Hayes struggling with several health issues 

Dan Johnson discharged from the hospital 

Dick Kelley recovering at home from major surgery 

Isolyn Sinclair is sƟll dealing with a lot of pain in her ankle 

Amy West recovering at home 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Russell Beliech Stephen Beliech’s brother, recovering from heart aƩack 

John Lord David Lord’s father, has prostate cancer 

Juanita Morgan Adelene Honore’s sister, recovering from surgery 

John Nash Rosa Nash’s husband, ICU in Gardens Medical Center 

Greg Ryan Lynne Jorgensen’s son, cancer, radiaƟon treatments 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 
Judy Carmack Kasandra Jones 
Josie Dawson BeƩy MaƩer 
Zula GarreƩ Joyce Parker 
Dick Haines Leigh PuckeƩ 
Margie Hardin Maurine Reed 
LoreƩa Holaday Ricky Smedley 
Joan Holloway  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 
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Saturday, July 27 
♦ Picnic for Grades 5 & Under at 4:00 p.m. at the church 

building.  See Ivan or Amber Villard for details. 
 
Monday-Wednesday, July 29-31 
♦ VacaƟon Bible School hosted by West Broward each 

night from 6:30-8:15 p.m.  This year’s theme is “Jonah: 
Second Chances.” There will be classes for all ages.  Reg-
ister online at www.wbcofc.org. 

 
Friday, August 2 
♦ Jr. High & Sr. High Hangout.  LocaƟon and Ɵme TBD.  

See Robert Lupo for details. 
 
Sunday, August 4 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

Saturday, August 3 
♦ Young Adult Bible Study & Game Night at 6:00 p.m. at 

the home of Trish Clark.  See Ivan Villard for details.   
 
Friday, August 9 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mary 

Brown.  All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to 
fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  See 
Casey Bound for more details. 

 
Saturday, September 7 
♦ Young Adult Day Retreat.  Mark your calendar and plan 

to aƩend!  See Ivan Villard for details. 
 
Friday, September 13 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Reanna Lu-

po. All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to 
fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  See 
Casey Bound for more details. 

Sunday, July 21 
♦ EDP MeeƟng at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room. 
 
Monday, July 22 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, July 23 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Wednesday, July 24 
♦ Summer Series: “When Your Name Is Called Twice” at 

7:00 p.m.  Jr. High, Sr. High and adults will meet in the 
Auditorium.  Grant Fuller will be speaking on “Jacob, 
Jacob - A Call to Assurance.” 

 
Saturday, July 27 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 
 
Sunday, July 28 
♦ GiŌ Cards for Mount Dora Children’s Home Begins.  

Bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa giŌ cards by Sept. 1. 

Sunday, July 28 (cont.) 
♦ Wedding Shower for Rachel Byerly & Andrew Jenkins 

at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room.  They are registered at 
www.theknot.com.  GiŌ cards for Amazon, Home Depot 
and Wal-Mart are appreciated. 

 
Monday-Wednesday, July 29-31 
♦ VacaƟon Bible School hosted by West Broward each 

night from 6:30-8:15 p.m.  This year’s theme is “Jonah: 
Second Chances.” There will be classes for all ages.  
Register online at www.wbcofc.org. 

 
Wednesday, July 31 
♦ Summer Series: “When Your Name Is Called Twice” at 

7:00 p.m.  Jr. High, Sr. High and adults will meet in the 
Auditorium.  Gale Nelson will be speaking on “Abraham, 
Abraham - A Call to Faith.” 

 
Sunday, August 4 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 
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Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	

    1 2 
 Jr. High & Sr. 
High Hangout 

3 
 Young Adult 
Bible Study 
b Stephen Beliech 
b Karen Lester 
b Allison Roman 
b Seth Watson 
b Henry Williams 
 

4 
 His Kids class 
 Youth & Family 
Singing 

5 
a Roy & Charlene 
Knowles 

6 
b Lena Gadson 

7 
 Summer Series 
with Jonathan 
Jenkins 
a Jeff & Jennifer 
Goodale 
b Kirk Crews 

8 
a Silas & Debora 
Lynch 
b Mary Porter 

9 
 Ladies & LaƩes 
b Lauren Singer 

10 
a Phil & Mary 
Porter 
b PauleƩe Cole 
b LoreƩa Holaday 
b Dan McLeod 
b Paul Metzkes 
b Cody Price 
 

11 
 2 Week Mini-
Session Classes 
Begin 
 New Member’s 
OrientaƟon Class 
 Mauricio 
Yegros Mission 
Report 
 His Kids Class 
 Back-to-School 
Ice Cream Social 

12 
b LoreƩa James 

13 14 
a Mike & Donna 
Erickson 

15 
a Tim & Beth Fry 
b Carolyn Lord 
b Buzz Nelson 
 

16 
b Chad Morgan 

17 
b Jonathan 
Swayne 

18 
 His Kids Class 
b Benny Rodgers 
b Melissa Shaw 
b Deboria Walker 
 

19 
a David & Mary A. 
Jackson 

20 
b Josiah Blackmer 

21 
b Josie Dawson 
b BeƩye King 
 

22 
b Nicole Freseman 

23 
a Orlando & Lilly 
Lolo 
b Skye Brown 
b Vita Chery 
b Tom Garrison 
b CrisƟan Suarez 
 

24 
b Sandi Hanna 
b Turkessa Staley 

25 
 New Bible 
Classes Begin 
 His Kids Class 
 Jr. High & Sr. 
High Devo 

26 27 
b Daniel Lord 
b Allison Snyder 
 

28 29 
b Jordan Beasley 
b Amira Hill 
 

30 
a Dion & Misty 
Hayes 
b Mary Brown 

31 
a Dan & Luann 
McLeod 
a Nicholas &  
Sabrina Pietro 
b Cherylann Banks 
b Trey Higbee 

August	2024 
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 A new church directory will be published soon!  If 
you need to update any of your informaƟon, please let us 
know by wriƟng it on your aƩendance card or email the church 
office: office@pblcoc.org.  

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Huderson Aldonza; Mr. Channing Daniel; 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Young DiNeƩa; Miss Adrienne EllioƩ; 
Ms. Stephanie Flournoy; Mr. James Frazier; Mrs. TerieƩa Fra-
zier; Mr. & Mrs. Anthony & Kayme Hugley; Mr. & Mrs. Rai & 
Ashley Masuda; Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Joyce Medina; Mr. Michael 
Menendez & Mrs. Astrid Arevalo; Ms. Liz Otero; Ms. Dorothy 
Pernell; Mr. & Mrs. John & Andrea Phillip; and Mr. Joshua Tull.  
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Ms. Elsie Burdeos, Butuan City, Phil-
ippines; Mr. & Mrs. Layne & Lora Burroughs, Luke & Ashleigh, 
Jacksonville, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Rod & ChrisƟe Cable, Sparks, NV; 
Miss Julie Charles, Henderson, TN; Mrs. Kathryn Fuller, Planta-
Ɵon, FL; and Ms. Olivia Norris, Fishers, IN. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday, July 21st 
Kirk & Mendy Crews (Ann.) 
 
Monday, July 22nd 
Summer Snyder 
 
Tuesday, July 23rd 
Sarah Collier 
Tina Wagner 
 
Wednesday, July 24th 
Dan Jenkins 

Wednesday, July 24th (cont.) 
Rick TibbeƩs 
 
Thursday, July 25th 
Kameron Heitler 
 
Friday, July 26th 
Marsha Beasley 
Eva Fulton 
 
Saturday, July 27th 
Willie Cox 

Sunday,  
July 14 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance July 14 June Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 148 146 
 Sun. AM Worship 227 258 
 Sun. PM Worship 100 108 
 Wed. Bible Study 121 138 
ContribuƟon $13,369 $17,380 

2024 Weekly Budget: $16,452 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $19,227 

Sunday Morning, July 21 
 Singing ................................... Gary Friedly 
 Opening Prayer ........................ Phil Porter 
 Scripture Reading......................... Tim Cox 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ................... Robert Mariano 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ............................... Tim Fry 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Troy Alberga Taylor Reeves 
  Namdidie Ikon Trevin Roman 
  Orlando Lolo Darin Summerlot 
  Steward Lynch Tyler Williams 
  Tim Mahlbacher  

Sunday Evening, July 21 
 Singing ................................. Dion Hayes 
 Opening Prayer .................... Ricky Smith 
 Scripture Reading ..... Douglas Alvarenga 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .................... Tom Garrison 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ..................... Willie Smith 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Jack Holoman John Patrick 
 
Audio this week: James Green 
Computer this week: Israel Cuevas 
Video this week: Edward Gager 

Ushers for this week: Stephen Beliech & Rick Hall 
Safety Team for this week: Victor Colage 

Wednesday Evening, July 24 
 Singing ............................. Jimmie Banks 
 InvitaƟon ................................... Tim Cox 
 Family Prayer ....................... Ivan Villard 

Service Coordinator: 
Mike Damron 
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Front Cover:  Amberdenise Puckett with  
Jana Campbell, Q’Lecia Smith, Levi Nelson & Nathan Suarez 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 

June 12-August 7 
Wednesday Night Summer Series  
Theme: “When Your Name Is Called Twice” 
 
August 11 
Mauricio Yegros Mission Report 
 
August 11 
Back-to-School Ice Cream Social 
 
August 25 
New Bible Classes Begin 
 
September 14 
Teacher AppreciaƟon Banquet 
 
September 15 
Friends & Family Day with David Powell 
Theme: “Priority #1: Ge ng Our Children to Heaven” 
 
 


