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Backup	Your	Faith 
 I learned the hard way the importance of 
backing up your work when using a comput-
er. My first computer predated any Apple 
IOS, Windows, DOS and used CP/M. It was in 
the early 80s that I had a portable computer. 
It was the size of a suitcase and weighed 22 
pounds, but I was so fascinated to see how 

much it could help in preaching. 
 I had spent many days wriƟng a thirty-page doc-
ument and somehow it crashed, and I lost it—using 
CP/M was not easy. I could not believe I had not 
saved it as there was no backup and all those hours 
of work were wasted. I learned the hard way the 
importance of backing up important items. 
 Backing up documents today is so easy because 
modern computers are programed to regularly back-
up your documents, or you can so easily set that process as a 
default acƟon. If we did not have this, life using computers 
would be so frustraƟng. I know from experience! 
 There is a spiritual applicaƟon of the importance of having 
backups. To see this, consider what the Bible says about faith. 
Our relaƟonship with God is determined by our faith. All men 
in every age who have found eternal life found it through faith. 
The Old Testament shows this when it says, “The just shall live 
by faith” (Hab. 2:4), and the New Testament shows it when 

three Ɵmes it affirms, “The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 10:17; 
Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). Yet our faith has a “backup.” 
 Without faith it is impossible for even one person to 
please God (Heb. 11:6). What we may overlook is that there is 
a backup to that personal faith we have in God. What is the 
basis of faith and what is the source of faith? Read carefully 
what God says, “So faith comes from hearing and hearing from 
the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Faith is not “a leap into the 

darkness,” foolishly hoping that there will be a land-
ing place. Faith is based on the infallible, inerrant and 
perfect revelaƟon of the will of God for man. In fact, 
the teaching of the word of God is called “the 
faith” (Acts 6:7; Gal. 1:23). Our personal faith comes 
from the faith!  We have a “backup.” 
 The backup to your faith can never be wrong 
because that “backup” is from a God who cannot lie. 

We have a grave responsibility to never let our personal de-
sires become the basis of our faith. The backup of our faith is 
the word of God, and we must be able to express that faith in 
the precise language of our faith. Hear these sobering words 
from Paul, “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 
faith. Test yourselves” (2 Cor. 13:5). 
 By the way, there is a backup to your backup because your 
backup, the Bible, is backed up by the blood of Jesus (MaƩ. 
26:28). His blood sancƟfies every word in it! 

By Dan Jenkins 

Your faith can 
never be wrong 

because it is  
perfectly backed 
up by the Bible 

Two	“P’s”	NOT	in	a	Pod:	Preachers	and	Pedestals		
 Preachers are human beings.  They don’t 
have special blood running through their 
veins.  They don’t have a specially-granted 
superior status from God or from the church.  
They are men, like any others.  Unfortunate-
ly, we have a tendency to liŌ up certain indi-
viduals and put them on a pedestal.  No 

Scripture authorizes the church to elevate a preacher above 
others, nor to give him any special Ɵtle.  Yet it sƟll 
happens.  Consider some Biblical insight. 
 Many of God’s greatest men in Scripture are 
shown to make mistakes in their lives and to sin 
(even grievously) against God.  It is hard to not im-
mediately think of King David.  Holding the unique 
designaƟon as “a man aŌer [God’s] own heart” (1 
Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22), David was anything but per-
fect.  The sinfully-saturated episode with Bathsheba and Uriah 
is evidence of that.  The great apostle Paul wrote of his own 
struggles with sin, “For the good that I will to do, I do not do; 
but the evil I will not to do, that I pracƟce...O wretched man 
that I am!  Who will deliver me from this body of 
death?” (Rom. 7:19, 24).  Sounds like any (or all) of us! 
 Keep thinking of other great Bible leaders.  One of Jesus’ 
closest friends, Simon Peter, denied that He knew Jesus three 
Ɵmes (MaƩ. 26:69-75) and later needed Paul to withstand 

“him to his face, because he was to be blamed” for playing 
“the hypocrite” in his relaƟonship with the GenƟles (Gal. 2:11-
13).  Even Moses, at nearly 120 years of age, rebelled against 
the simple instrucƟons of God and “struck the rock twice” in-
stead of speaking to it, as God commanded, and he was not 
permiƩed to enter the Promised Land (Num. 20:7-12). 
 What’s the point?  God shows that no one should be ele-
vated above others, as being in a special class.  Instead, Scrip-

ture gives some clear insights into the qualiƟes that a 
preacher of God is to possess and exhibit.  Do these 
sound like they are describing the flashy celebrity of 
the church?  In inspired preacher-to-preacher leƩers, 
God said that preachers are in need of His “mercy,” 
“grace” and “longsuffering” (1 Tim. 1:13-16), that 
they are to be “a good servant” (1 Tim. 4:6), exercis-
ing “godliness” (4:8), “laboring” to the point of ex-

hausƟon (4:10), like a “hard-working farmer” (2 Tim. 2:6), as 
servants who “must not quarrel but be gentle to all” and 
“paƟent” (2:24), “ready for every good work...showing all hu-
mility to all men” (Tit. 3:1-2).  They are to be humble servants! 
 Some preachers behave like an elite superstar, and unfor-
tunately that is because a church has put them in that posiƟon.  
Let us simply be “God’s fellow workers” (1 Cor. 3:9), “with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 
1:27).  That’s all that maƩers! 

By David Sproule 

“With one 
mind striving 

side by side for 
the faith of the 

gospel” 



3 

What	Will	Be	Written	About	You?	
 The Bible is filled with a great number of 
stories of men and women. Some are de-
scribed as epic feats of strength and courage 
while others are emoƟonal tales of faith and 
sacrifice. Within the recordings of their lives 
are examples given to us to draw lessons of 
how we should live. 

 When we evaluate our lives to those found in the Scrip-
tures, we may be inƟmidated. Who am I compared 
to a David or a Paul? AŌer I’m gone, what will be 
wriƩen about me? What stories will be told in my 
name? What accomplishments will be aƩributed to 
me? 
 These same quesƟons may have been asked by 
one man found in just two verses of 1 Chronicles. In 
verses 9 and 10, we read of Jabez, a man named 
aŌer the pain he caused his mother in his birth. This is the only 
Ɵme he is menƟoned in the Bible. He was of the tribe of Judah, 
but it is not clear who his parents or descendants were. There 
are no great feats to be found, nor a great lineage to speak of. 
Why even menƟon him at all? 
 In verse 9, we read about the origin of his name and that 
he was “...more honorable than his brothers.” Then, in verse 
10, he prays for God’s blessings. He says, “...bless me indeed, 
and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, 

and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause 
pain!” And God granted his requests. 
 This is all that is recorded of the life of Jabez. To many, he 
may seem like an insignificant footnote among far more im-
portant names and lineages. However, what is said about Jab-
ez encompasses exactly what any of us should strive for in our 
lives. He lived with honor and gained favor in the sight of God. 

 How much stress and energy do we waste trying 
to make names for ourselves? In the pursuit of a 
lasƟng legacy, we will oŌen ignore the things that 
truly maƩer. Any physical reward we strive for in this 
life will not last. Jabez did what it took Solomon a 
lifeƟme to learn. Though he had wealth and fame 
beyond measure, in the end, all of it was vanity. He 
realized the truth saying, “Let us hear the conclusion 
of the whole maƩer: Fear God and keep His com-

mandments, For this is man’s all” (Ecc. 12:13). 
 Life is decepƟve. Because we reside in mortal bodies, 
many of us make the mistake of placing all of our value in the 
legacy we leave behind. We strive for that perfect job, or per-
fect family, or perfect life experience to be proud of, but noth-
ing of this world will last. Eventually, those we hope will carry 
on our memory will also pass away. The only legacy that 
maƩers is the one we write with our eternal Father. 

By Robert Lupo 

He lived with 
honor and 

gained favor in 
the sight of God. 

Get out! 
 
During what had to be a very somber occasion, Jesus said to 
one of His dear friends, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not 
crow this day before you will deny three Ɵmes that you know 
Me” (Luke 22:34).  Peter “spoke more vehemently, ‘If I have to 
die with You, I will not deny You!’” (Mark 14:31). 
 
Only hours later, Peter was in a courtyard, 
“among” a crowd of spectators, watching Jesus 
on trial.  (Read Luke 22:54-62.)  As he “sat 
among them,” a girl said that Peter “was also 
with” Jesus.  Peter “denied it.”  “AFTER A LITTLE 
WHILE another” said that Peter was “of them,” 
but Peter denied it again.  “THEN AFTER ABOUT 
AN HOUR HAD PASSED, another confidently affirmed” that 
Peter was “with” Jesus, but Peter denied it a third Ɵme. 
 
Underline those CAPITALIZED words.  Peter put himself in a 
place where denying Jesus would be possible (even likely).  
And he not only went there, but he STAYED AND LINGERED 
there.  Friends, when you’re in a place of temptaƟon and sin, 
GET OUT!  Don’t linger there (cf. Psa. 1:1)!  – DS 
 

Two reasons that I must forgive 
 
Climbing Mount Everest is a hard thing to do. Going all the way 
through med school and residency and becoming a full-fledged 
doctor is a hard thing to do. Carrying a baby for nine months 
and going through childbirth is a hard thing to do. Add to this 
list—forgiving someone who has wronged you. That’s a hard 
thing to do.  

 
Can I give you two forgiveness-laden moƟva-
Ɵons to forgive? First, to be like Jesus, we must 
forgive. “Put on tender mercies, kindness, hu-
mility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with 
one another, and forgiving one another, if any-
one has a complaint against another; even as 

Christ forgave you, so you also must do” (Col. 3:12-13).  Sec-
ond, to be forgiven by Jesus, we must forgive. “For if you for-
give men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, nei-
ther will your Father forgive your trespasses” (MaƩ. 6:14-15). 
 
Climbing a mountain, becoming a doctor and giving birth are 
hard, but they will not affect your relaƟonship with Jesus or 
your eternal desƟny. But forgiving others will.  – DS 
 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Robin Landen mulƟple health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Henry Williams dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 
Josie Dawson Kasandra Jones 
Zula GarreƩ BeƩy MaƩer 
Dick Haines Joyce Parker 
Margie Hardin Leigh PuckeƩ 
LoreƩa Holaday Maurine Reed 
Joan Holloway Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Fran Campbell dealing with knee pain 

Dee Catanzaro fell last week and broke her wrist 

Joseph Charles under Hospice Care 

Jackie Creary recovering from knee replacement surgery 

Adelene Honore dealing with eye issues 

Mary A. Jackson recovering from cataract surgery and hand surgery 

Dick Kelley recovering from surgery 

Janice Osborne recovering from oral surgery 

Jim Rogers ICU at JFK, dealing with complicaƟons following surgery 

Josie Dawson recovering from cataract surgery 

Grace Judge recovering from major neck and back surgery 

Amy West outpaƟent procedure on leg stent on September 4 

Samuel Williams has not been doing well 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Diana McArthur Maxine McCoy’s mom, recovering from hospitalizaƟon 

Clara Medina Carolina Medina’s sister, ongoing health issues 

Greg Ryan Lynne Jorgensen’s son, cancer, radiaƟon treatments 

Kathy Widner Brandan Widner’s mother, leg wound is not healing 

Jerry Goodale Jeff Goodale’s father, recovering from stent surgeries 

Jewell Smith James Green’s sister, hospitalized, undergoing tests 

Wayne Hall Rick Hall’s brother, hospitalized, recovering from stroke 

Sandra Perez Cherylann Banks’ sister, diagnosed with liver fibrosis 

Rochelle Lord David Lord’s mother, ongoing health issues 

Michelle Airey Jackie Stout’s daughter, cancer surgery on September 4 
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Sunday, September 1 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
 
Sunday, September 8 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Friday, September 13 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Reanna Lu-

po. All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to 
fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 
Sunday, September 22 
♦ Jr. High & Sr. High Devo aŌer evening worship.  Loca-

Ɵon TBD.  See Robert Lupo for details. 
 
Thursday-Sunday, September 26-29 
♦ RUSH Weekend at FHU for Grades 8-12.  Sign up on the 

bulleƟn board in the Lobby.  Cost is $60 plus food. 

Friday, September 13 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Reanna Lu-

po. All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to 
fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 
Friday, September 20 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:30 p.m. at the home of David & 

Daisy Lord. 
 
Saturday, October 5 
♦ Young Adult & Youth Connect Day.  See Ivan Villard or 

Robert Lupo for details. 
 
Monday, October 7 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.  Bring your Bible, a 
chair, meat to grill, a drink and your own plate/utensils.  
This is a great opportunity for men of all generaƟons to 
fellowship! 

Sunday, September 1 
♦ Deadline to Bring GiŌ Cards for Mount Dora.  Please 

bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa giŌ cards and place 
them in the box in the Lobby. 

 
Monday, September 2 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, September 3 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Sunday, September 8 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Friday, September 13 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Reanna 

Lupo. All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to 
fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 

Saturday, September 14 
♦ Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. unƟl 

2:30 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  Come 
and enjoy food, fun and fellowship.  Please RSVP to 
Kane & Fran Campbell. 

♦ Teacher AppreciaƟon Banquet for our teachers of chil-
dren and adult Bible classes at 6:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room.  Please RSVP to the office. 

♦ Ladies’ Day hosted by Miami Gardens from 8:00 a.m. 
unƟl noon.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  This 
year’s theme is “Modesty of a Chris an Woman.”  
Please RSVP by August 31.  See the bulleƟn board for 
more details. 

 
Sunday, September 15 
♦ Friends & Family Day with David Powell.  The theme is 

“Priority #1: Ge ng Our Children to Heaven.”  Use the 
invitaƟons in the Lobby to invite your friends! 

  9:00 a.m. Bible Study  
   “Rearing Chris an Children in a Crazy World” 
  10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   “Will Our Children Remain Faithful?” 
  12:45 p.m. Evening Worship 
   “Do Right and Wrong Change with Culture?” 
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 Linda Allen is moving to Arizona on September 31. 

 Sunday, September 1 is the Deadline to Bring GiŌ Cards 
for Mount Dora.  Please bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa giŌ 
cards and place them in the box in the Lobby. 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Brad Benton; Mr. & Mrs. Cris & Alice 
Cuevas; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Young DiNeƩa; Ms. Celine 
Farge; Mrs. TerieƩa Frazier; Mrs. Ann Freseman; Ms. Mary 
Beth Hester; Mr. Jordan Marks; Mr. & Mrs. Michael Menendez 
& Astrid Arevalo; Mrs. Germaine Noukelak; Ms. Liz Otero; Ms. 
Dorothy Pernell; Ms. Holly Petsel; Mr. & Mrs. John & Andrea 
Phillip; and Mr. Joshua Tull.  
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Trudie Benton; 
Avon Park, FL; Mrs. Kelly Idea, Cody WY; Ms. Carolyn Preston, 
Atlanta, GA; Mr. & Mrs. Milton & Evie Pullen, Houston, TX; and 
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter & Jewell Sanders. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday, September 1st 
Jordan Beasley, III 
 
Monday, September 2nd 
Ashley Alfaro 
Johnny Davis 
Owen Miley 
Jessica Ramirez 
Nahum Villard 
 
Wednesday, September 4th 
Gary & Doris Friedly (Ann.) 

Wednesday, September 4th (cont.) 
Marty Williams 
 
Friday, September 6th 
Sincere & Emily McCall (Ann.) 
Derrick Banks 
 
Saturday, September 7th 
Bill Ingram, Jr. 
ScoƩ Lewis 
Daniel Wagner 

Sunday,  
August 25 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Aug. 25 July Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 181 151 
 Sun. AM Worship 240 247 
 Sun. PM Worship 140 106 
 Wed. Bible Study 153 130 
ContribuƟon $14,759 $16,326 

2024 Weekly Budget: $16,452 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $21,611 

Sunday Morning, September 1 
 Singing .................................... Dion Hayes 
 Opening Prayer ............... Stephen Beliech 
 Scripture Reading................ Taylor Reeves 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ......................... Willie Smith 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ................... Henry Williams 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Troy Alberga Steward Lynch 
  Tim Cox Tim Mahlbacher 
  Ryan Hankins Robert Mariano 
  Namdidie Ikon Nahum Villard 
  Orlando Lolo Tyler Williams 

Sunday Evening, September 1 
 Singing ............................ Graysen Hayes 
 Opening Prayer .................. Joe Maloney 
 Scripture Reading ....................... Tim Fry 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ................ Richard Watson 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ....................... Phil Porter 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Rick Price Trevin Roman 
 
Audio this week: Ricky Smith 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Todd JuckeƩ 

Ushers for this week: Victor Colage & Tom Garrison 
Safety Team for this week: Mike Damron 

Wednesday Evening, September 4 
 Singing ............................. Jimmie Banks 
 InvitaƟon ............................... Kirk Crews 
 Family Prayer .................... Johnny Davis 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 
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Front Cover:  Johnny Davis   

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


