
Vol. LXIII October 6, 2024 No. 40 

 

Elders 
*Dan Fuller ............................. 685-4454 
Paul Metzkes .......................... 870-8042 
Phil Porter .............................. 575-4782 
Richard Watson ...................... 307-2608 
*Chairman for the Month of October 

 

Evangelists 
Dan Jenkins ............................ 379-2325 
David Sproule ......................... 301-2230 
Robert Lupo ........................... 315-1411 

 

Deacons 
David Brown ........................... 972-7608 
Victor Colage .......................... 719-1490 
Lance Collier ........................... 985-4407 
Kirk Crews .............................. 339-9283 
Mike Erickson ......................... 310-9916 
Tim Fry ................................... 373-9121 
Jeff Goodale ........................... 261-1188 
Rick Hall ................................. 622-5131 
Dion Hayes ...................... 214-533-5065 
Gary Jenkins ........................... 889-3585 
Jeff Leslie ................................ 744-3444 
David Lord .............................. 346-2228 
Buzz Nelson ............................ 385-1588 
Lawrence Williams ................. 662-3419 
 

Church Office 
Phone .............................. 561-848-1111 
Fax ................................... 561-848-1198 
Website ....................... www.pblcoc.org 
E-mail ....................... office@pblcoc.org 
Ivan Villard ............................. 667-8675 
Cindy Nelson .......................... 801-9457 
June Pack ............................... 627-5363 

The Bible Is Our Only Standard Today! 
• Elders must follow the Bible! 
• Preachers must preach the Bible! 
• Churches must teach and practice the Bible! 
• Christians must study and live the Bible! 
• And when they do so faithfully… 
  God is pleased, even if man is not! 

10 Things to Remember: 
1. Jesus Christ has all authority (Matt. 7:28-29; 28:18). 

2. The authority of Christ is in His Word (John 12:48). 

3. Christ put His authority in the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). 

4. The Bible is all-sufficient for all people (2 Tim. 3:17; 2 Pet. 1:3). 

5. The Bible gives us all truth for all time (John 16:13; Jude 3). 

6. We must have Bible authority for all we do and teach (Col. 3:17). 

7. We must not add to or take from God’s Word (Rev. 22:18-19). 

8. We must only speak the Word of God (1 Pet. 4:11; 1 Cor. 1:10). 

9. We will be judged by God’s Word (John 12:48; 2 Cor. 5:10). 

10. We must obey the Bible to go to heaven (Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:9). 

The Bible Has ALL Authority! 
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The	Shortest	Book	in	the	Bible 
 Last week we discussed the book in 
the Bible which has the fewest verses, so this 
week we look at Third John, which has the 
fewest words. What truths can be expressed 
in only 296 words? What is there in this book 
which caused God to include it in the Bible? 
 This book from the apostle John is 

wriƩen to Gaius. Whether he is one of the three men named 
Gaius in the New Testament makes liƩle difference. 
What is important is that John knew him well, and he 
was one of John’s sons in the faith. His faithfulness to 
the Lord brought such to John that the apostle says, 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in the truth” (v. 4). If you have ever led some-
one to the Lord, you understand this greatest joy! 
 John loved Gaius. He speaks of his love for 
him in four of the fourteen verses in this leƩer (vs. 1, 2, 4, 11). 
Read the last two verses, and you will see the depth of that 
love and his desire to see him again. John truly was the apostle 
of love, for he uses the word love more than fiŌy Ɵmes in 
these three epistles at the end of the New Testament. 
 Gaius has many qualiƟes every ChrisƟan should strive 
to have. He loved truth and encouraged those who shared the 
gospel with others. Both brethren and strangers were loved. 
John knew that shortly there would be evangelists arriving at 

Gaius’ house and was confident that he would help them in 
the work they did. His character is shown in John’s confidence 
that he would receive them and help them go to others in a 
worthy manner. 
 This book shows us that those who encourage and 
support those who teach are just as important as those who 
teach. They are seen as equals (fellow workers) with those 
who teach. Every ChrisƟan can be part of the teaching work 

done by others, and in this way they are “fellows” in 
this work together.   
 In the congregaƟon that Gaius was part of, 
there were those who refused to be part of such 
work. Diotrephes is specifically menƟoned as one 
who had no desire to be part of the work and mali-
ciously spoke against those who had such a desire. 
Such opposiƟon did not keep Gaius from doing what 

was right. Verse eleven seems to affirm that it is always right 
to do right. Thank God that Demetrius, another member, was 
one whose influence was the opposite of that of Diotrephes.  
 Do not overlook the five one chapter books in the 
Bible. You can read some of them in less than two minutes, 
and your life will be blessed as you do. It is in these books that 
we see the personal interest those early ChrisƟans had for 
each other. Take Ɵme to read them. Read them slowly and 
then read them again. It will change your life—eternally! 

By Dan Jenkins 

Reading the five 
shortest books in 

the Bible will 
change you—

eternally! 

Young	Man,	You	Should	Be	a	Preacher	(Part	2	of	5)	
 “So, what do you want to be when 
you grow up?”  Every child is asked that 
quesƟon at least 7,000 Ɵmes in their lives.  
(Well, maybe not that many.)  Young man, 
what do YOU want to be?  You may be think-
ing about being an astronaut, but I have 
something for you that is truly out of this 

world.  I want you to become a preacher. 
 “Mr. David, why should I want to be a 
preacher?”  Here’s one answer: You get to study the 
Bible deeply every day as part of your job! 
 I remember being 17 years old and on my 
way to Freed-Hardeman University for my first year 
as a Bible Major.  Someone asked me, “Why do you 
want to be a preacher?”  I wasn’t sure how to an-
swer.  I remember saying, “Because I want to get 
paid to study the Bible.”  That’s probably not the best answer 
to give, but it is truly one of the greatest joys of a preacher! 
 Preachers get to spend every day in the wealth of 
Scripture.  SomeƟmes kids (and their parents) are only inter-
ested in future jobs that will make a lot of money.  There’s 
more to life than a big paycheck.  Have you seen that picture 
or cartoon where Ebenezer Scrooge is siƫng at his desk with 
stacks of gold coins all around him on his desk?  He had lots of 
money, but he was miserable.  A wealthy king named David 

said that the Bible is “More to be desired...than gold, Yea, than 
much fine gold” (Psa. 19:10).  Picture yourself siƫng at your 
desk with stacks of Bibles and books all around you as you 
study God’s Word.  There’s great wealth! 
 Preachers get to spend every day in the treasure of 
Scripture.  Did you have a treasure box in school and you 
couldn’t wait for your turn to go and dig in the treasure box to 
see what you could find?  That’s what preachers get to do eve-

ry day with the Bible!  That same king David thought 
about the Bible and said, “I rejoice at Your word As 
one who finds great treasure” (Psa. 119:162).  Picture 
yourself digging through the Bible like a big treasure 
box.  There’s nothing beƩer! 
 Preachers get to spend every day in the 
feast of Scripture.  What is your favorite thing to eat?  
What if you could have donuts and candy and cook-

ies every day (and as much as you want)?  Preachers have that 
every day.  Listen to King David one more Ɵme, “How sweet 
are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!” (Psa. 119:103).  Picture yourself enjoying a great feast 
of sweets as the Scriptures sƟck to your fingers.   
 Young man, you should be a preacher because you 
get to study the Bible deeply every day!  That’s truly out of this 
world!  (Parents and grandparents, please share this with the 
young men in your family.  They won’t find it on their own.) 

By David Sproule 

Dig in the 
treasure box to 
see what you 

can find 
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Let’s	Take	this	Seriously	
 One of the greatest blessings of be-
ing a ChrisƟan is being able to speak freely to 
our heavenly Father. Though He is the Al-
mighty Creator of the universe, He grants us 
permission to ask Him for the things we 
want. “Be anxious for nothing, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplicaƟon, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Phil. 
4:6).  
 Even more curiously, the Lord permits us to 
speak to Him directly. In the Old Testament days, 
men had to go to a priest to bring their peƟƟons to 
God on their behalf. In the Church, Jesus Christ is our 
High Priest. There is no man between us and God. 
We speak to the Father directly. The Hebrew writer 
implores us, “Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in Ɵme of need” (Heb. 4:16). 
 With this kind of direct access to God, it may be 
tempƟng to treat prayer in a common or flippant manner. Our 
culture has become increasingly casual. From the way we dress 
to how we address those in authority. When I was a kid, I re-
member being taught to address every adult at church as 
“Brother so-and-so.” However, by the Ɵme I was in high 
school, we were on a first name basis with everyone, including 

the elders. While there is some good that comes from this kind 
of familiarity, our prayer cannot follow the same trend. Yet, it 
seems I hear more and more prayers that do just that. 
 Our prayers to God need to be reverent. This is the 
aƫtude that was exemplified when God commanded Moses to 
take off his sandals. We are not on the same level as God. 
Though we have been welcomed to approach God’s throne, 
there is a proper way of doing it. We must give the Lord the 

respect He deserves. “For the Lord your God is God 
of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome…” (Deut. 10:17). 
 If we do not show God the proper respect 
He deserves, we will make our prayers of no effect. 
We must treat God as holy. Even Moses, who spoke 
face to face with God, was punished when we did not 
treat God as holy (cf. Num. 20:12). Even Jesus Christ 

Himself had to revere the Father in prayer. Hebrews 5:7 tells 
us, “...in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers 
and supplicaƟons, with vehement cries and tears to Him who 
was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of 
His godly fear…” If the hearing of Jesus’ prayers relied on His 
reverence for God, how much more is this true for us? 
 We have a great privilege to bring our cares before 
our Maker. So, when we pray, let’s never forget to hallow the 
name of our Father in Heaven. 

By Robert Lupo 

Even Jesus Christ 
Himself had to 

revere the Father 
in prayer.  

Would you rather? 
 
A game that shows up at many parƟes today is called “Would 
You Rather?”  The game presents the choice between two ran-
dom things and asks, “Would you rather” do this or that?  It’s 
designed to be fun, as folks make some wacky choices. 
 
The psalmist wasn’t playing a game when he made his “I’d 
rather” choice.  When the psalmist considered 
the two very different paths that his life could 
take, he made this not-so-easy-for-some deci-
sion: “For a day in your courts is beƩer than a 
thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a door-
keeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of wickedness” (Psa. 84:10). 
 
Suppose you were playing the game and a quesƟon came to 
you:  “Would you rather be a lowly servant in God’s tent or a 
well-to-do resident in the world’s tent?”  Oh, remember this: 
“The Lord God is a sun and shield [to those in His house]; The 
Lord will give grace and glory [to those in His house]; No good 
thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly [in His 
house]” (84:11).  PreƩy easy decision now, isn’t it? – DS  

Would you rather or neither? 
 
The popular party game asks the quesƟon, “Would you ra-
ther?”  For example, “Would you rather have smelly feet or 
sƟnky breath?  Would you rather wake up in the morning as a 
bird or a dolphin?”  And, you must choose one.  You cannot 
say, “Neither.”  So, let me ask you one:  “Would you rather be 
rich or poor?”  An interesƟng Bible text considers this choice. 

 
Agur the son of Jakeh asked of God, “Give me 
neither poverty nor riches—Feed me with the 
food alloƩed to me; Lest I be full and deny You, 
And say, ‘Who is the Lord?’  Or lest I be poor 
and steal, and profane the name of my 
God” (Prov. 30:7-9). 

 
What an intriguing perspecƟve!  One can become rich and 
think he does not really need the Lord or His church or His life-
style.  Could that happen to you?  But, also, in one’s impover-
ished condiƟon, one may make choices that cause him to 
blame God for his plight.  In this “Would you rather?” the only 
answer is, “Neither!”  May our financial condiƟon never affect 
our spiritual condiƟon! – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pat PaƩerson upon the passing of her moth-
er, Mildred Burns, last week. 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Robin Landen mulƟple health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Henry Williams dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 
Josie Dawson Kasandra Jones 
Zula GarreƩ BeƩy MaƩer 
Dick Haines Joyce Parker 
Margie Hardin Leigh PuckeƩ 
LoreƩa Holaday Maurine Reed 
Joan Holloway Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Dan Johnson Gardens Medical Center (room 269), MRSA 

Lynne Jorgensen having a biopsy on October 8 

Grace Judge recovering from major neck and back surgery 

Dick Kelley showing some signs of slow improvement 

Gwen Lyons fell and hurt her back 

Jerry PiƩman undergoing tests to determine treatments for leukemia 

Maurine Reed back at her nursing home and doing beƩer 

Henry Williams dealing with ongoing eye issues 

Samuel Williams has not been doing well 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Ellie Campbell Dan & Loni Fuller’s granddaughter, kidney/bladder issue 

Donnie Fields Trish Clark’s brother, fell and broke his foot 

Jim McCoy Maxine McCoy’s brother, recovering from surgery 

Chuck Reeves, Sr. Chuck Reeves, Jr.’s father, chemo/radiaƟon treatments 

Greg Ryan Lynne Jorgensen’s son, cancer, radiaƟon treatments 

Terry West Amy West’s father, in Isles of Boynton for rehab 

Kathie Widner Brandan Widner’s mother, baƩling kidney issues 
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Sunday, October 6 
♦ No His Kids Class. Class will resume next week. 
 
Sunday, October 13 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
 
Friday, October 18 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Skye Brown.  

All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to fellow-
ship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee and tea 
will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 
Saturday, October 26 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Costume Party at 6:00 p.m. at the 

home of Victor & Sandy Colage.  See Ivan Villard or Rob-
ert Lupo for details. 

 
Sunday, October 27 
♦ Jr. High & Sr. High Devo aŌer evening worship.  Loca-

Ɵon TBD.  See Robert Lupo for details. 

Monday, October 7 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.  Bring your Bible, a 
chair, meat to grill, a drink and your own plate/utensils.  
This is a great opportunity for men of all generaƟons to 
fellowship! 

 
Saturday, October 12 
♦ Trunk-or-Treat for Grades 5 & Under at 5:00 p.m.  All 

members are encouraged to come early to decorate 
your trunk and pass out treats to the kids!  See Ivan 
Villard or Robert Lupo for more details. 

 
Friday, October 18 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Skye Brown.  

All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited to fellow-
ship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee and tea 
will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 
Saturday, October 26 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Costume Party at 6:00 p.m. at the 

home of Victor & Sandy Colage. 

Sunday-Wednesday, October 6-9 
♦ Haverhill Road Lectures each night at 7:00 p.m. (Mon-

Wed).  This year’s theme is “Encourage.”  Tommy Peel-
er and Josh Higgins will be the guest speakers. 

 
Monday, October 7 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.  Bring your Bible, a 
chair, meat to grill, a drink and your own plate/utensils.  
This is a great opportunity for men of all generaƟons to 
fellowship! 

♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 

 
Tuesday, October 8 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Saturday, October 12 
♦ Trunk-or-Treat for Grades 5 & Under at 5:00 p.m.  

There will be food, games and Trunk-or-TreaƟng.  Wear 
your costume!  All members are encouraged to come 
early to decorate your trunk and pass out treats to the 
kids!  See Ivan Villard or Robert Lupo for more details. 

Saturday, October 12 (cont.) 
♦ Ladies’ Day hosted by Suncoast at 11:00 a.m.  This 

year’s theme is “These Are the Women We Come 
From.”  See the bulleƟn board for more details.  

 
Friday, October 18 
♦ Ladies & LaƩes at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Skye 

Brown.  All PBL women in Grades 9 and up are invited 
to fellowship and grow together in God’s word.  Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  Please bring a dessert.  

 
Saturday, October 19 
♦ New Members’ Banquet at 6:00 p.m.  Please RSVP to 

the church office by emailing: office@pblcoc.org. 
 
Saturday, October 26 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 
 
Sunday, November 3 
♦ New 10-Week Classes Begin at 9:00 a.m. for Jr. High, Sr. 

High and adults.   
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    LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Cris & Alice Cuevas; Mr. Carey 
Daniels; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Young DiNeƩa; Mr. Rai Masuda; 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Astrid Menendez; Ms. Dorothy Pernell; 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Andrea Phillip; Ms. Carolyn Preston; Mr. & 
Mrs. Hunter & Jewell Sanders; Miss Susie Spurlock; Mr. Joshua 
Tull; and Mr. Trevor Wellington.  
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. Andres Fernandes, III, Lake Plac-
id, FL; Ms. Dorcas Francois, St. Croix, US Virgin Islands; and Mr. 
& Mrs. JusƟn & Allison Kelly, Fort Leonard Wood, MO. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Monday, October 7 
Jimmie & Cherylann Banks (Ann.) 
Lisa Suarez 
 
Tuesday, October 8 
Donna Erickson 
Norma Mariano 
Bessie Walker 
BeƩy White 

Wednesday, October 9 
Lawrence Williams 
 
Thursday, October 10 
Eldra & Grace Judge (Ann.) 
Dirk Summerlot 
 
Friday, October 11 
ScoƩ Studer 
 

Sunday,  
September 29 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Sep. 29 Aug. Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 141 171 
 Sun. AM Worship 271 268 
 Sun. PM Worship 108 121 
 Wed. Bible Study 139 141 
ContribuƟon $15,181 $16,708 

2024 Weekly Budget: $16,452 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $19,337 

Sunday Morning, October 6 
 Singing .................................... Dion Hayes 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Jeff Goodale 
 Scripture Reading.................. James Green 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .................... Kane Campbell 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .................... Graysen Hayes 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Michael Erickson Islay Rodriguez 
  Connor Goodale Joseph Snyder 
  Jeff Leslie Lawrence Williams 
  John Patrick Marty Williams 
  

Sunday Evening, October 6 
 Singing ................................ Robert Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ...................... Kirk Crews 
 Scripture Reading .............. John Hoelzer 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ........................ Ivan Villard 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ..................... Mike Archer 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Jack Holoman John Patrick 
 
Audio this week: Ricky Smith 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: ScoƩ Studer 

Ushers for this week: Lance Collier & Vincent Rogers 
Safety Team for this week: Jimmie Banks 

Wednesday Evening, October 9 
 Singing ................................. Ivan Villard 
 InvitaƟon ........................ Graysen Hayes 
 Family Prayer .................... Victor Colage 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 
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Front Cover:  Ally Alberga, Samantha Eutsey & Maria Hackshaw  

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


