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Closer	Than	It	Has	Ever	Been 
 In Paul’s leƩer to Rome, he uses an 
interesƟng phrase. He said, “Besides this you 
know the Ɵme, that the hour has come for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvaƟon is near-
er to us now than when we first believed. 
The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand” (Rom. 13:11-12). Contextually, he may 

have not been talking about their salvaƟon when they became 
ChrisƟans, nor salvaƟon when Jesus returns. This was 
a salvaƟon that was at hand when he penned these 
words. It was one they knew was at hand because 
the hour had come and that day was at hand. This 
arƟcle is not to fully discuss this concept, but to en-
courage us to look to see what we can know about 
things at hand in our lives. These are things that are 
“….nearer to us now than when we first believed.” 
 The end of this world is closer than it ever has been. 
There will be the day when this earth will come under the 
judgment of the fire from heaven. In the first century, there 
were those who quesƟoned if this would ever happen and Pe-
ter reminded them of how long God waited while Noah 
preached and prepared the ark. He told then them, “But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise and the elements 
will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that 
are in it will be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10). He will come as a un-

announced thief, but He will come! Every day we live brings us 
one day nearer the day when this earth will be destroyed. 
 The end of our life on this earth is closer than it has 
ever been. The fact that as we age our bodies begin to wear 
down should be a constant reminder that death awaits us. 
Jesus told about that rich farmer whose life’s philosophy was 
to eat, drink and to enjoy his daily life to the fullest because he 
thought his future was guaranteed for many years. God said to 

him, “Fool! This night your soul will be required of 
you” (Luke 12:20). We should never be so foolish 
that we forget that our death is nearer today. 
 The end of the Ɵme we have to repent, to 
get our lives straightened out, is closer than it has 
ever been. Jesus described a false prophetess in the 
church at ThyaƟra who had many followers. He said,  
“I gave her Ɵme to repent” (Rev. 2:21). God could 

have brought the flood, but He waited. He could have brought 
judgment on this false prophetess, but He waited. He is waiƟng 
for you to repent, but the Ɵme will certainly come when He 
stops waiƟng for you. The day of your opportunity to repent is 
closer now that it has ever been, but the day is coming when it 
will be too late to change. 
 We do not know what this day or tomorrow will bring 
to us, but we must never forget that each day we are one day 
closer to heaven or hell. Which day is closer for you?  

By Dan Jenkins 

Each day we live 
brings us closer 

to heaven or 
hell. Which day is 

closer for you? 

Don’t	Be	Afraid	of	Bible	Verses		
 Have you ever been afraid of Bible 
verses?  Maybe you weren’t afraid of the 
verses BUT afraid that someone would bring 
them up?  When I was a kid, I attended a 
religious school that did not teach what the 
Bible teaches about salvation from sins.  I 
was that kid in the back of the room, who 

frequently raised my hand to say, “What about this verse?”  
When the subject that was being taught was salva-
tion from sins, I often asked, “What about this Bible 
verse on the necessity of baptism for salvation?” 
 Of course, as a kid, I had “my verses” on 
baptism, and they had “their verses” on faith.  (At 
least, that is sometimes the way we think about it—
“my verses vs. their verses.”)  I knew “my verses” and 
was ready with them, and I knew some of “their vers-
es” and was usually ready with a Bible answer to their argu-
ments.  However, I remember being nervous that they might 
bring up certain verses.  What a weird feeling—to be nervous 
about Bible verses.  
 As I grew (and still growing), I began to realize—“Wait 
a minute!  These verses are not ‘my verses.’  Those verses are 
not ‘their verses.’  They are ALL GOD’S verses.”  Think about 
that for a moment.  God didn’t put some verses in the Bible for 
one group to grab as “Our verses,” and then put other verses 

in the Bible for a different group to grab as “Our verses.”  Every 
verse in the Bible is “inspired by God” (2 Tim. 3:16), for it is 
(think about this designation) the “word OF God” (Eph. 6:17).  
It is not the “word of David”!  They are not “David’s verses”! 
 Therefore, God’s verses are all going to work in har-
mony together!  God does not have more than one will for 
mankind, but there is “the [singular] will of the Lord,” and He 
expects us to “understand” what that “is” when we “read” His 

inspired book (Eph. 5:17; 3:3-4).  If we have two dif-
ferent understandings of the will of God, then we 
have too many.  God makes His will plain in Scripture, 
especially when it comes to our salvation from sins. 
 Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned” (Mark 16:16).  There is not a single 
verse that someone can quote which is going to con-

tradict or negate the fact that “He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved.”  Every verse of God works in harmony 
with every other verse of God! 
 Don’t be afraid of Bible verses!  Study them all!  Love 
them all!  Welcome them all!  See how they all work together!  
All of God’s Word is going to lead to the same plan of redemp-
tion—God’s verses will explain each other, supplement each 
other and maybe even repeat each other, but they will never 
contradict each other.  All Bible verses are God’s verses! 

By David Sproule 

Every verse of 
God works in 
harmony with 

every other 
verse of God! 
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You	Can	Understand	the	Bible	(Part	3):	Approved	Examples	
 We are learning how to understand 
the Bible. In this series, we have been looking 
at the way God authorizes in the Scriptures. 
God gives us direct commands and He gives 
us implied commands. But, there is one more 
way in which God authorizes.  
 Throughout the sixty-six books of 

the Bible, God gives us a tremendous amount of examples of 
how men of God and enemies of God acted in light 
of His word. SomeƟmes they acted according to 
God’s will and other Ɵmes they acted against God’s 
will. When the people of the Bible act in agreement 
with God’s will, we call these approved examples. 
For instance, when Abraham offered Isaac according 
to God’s command in Genesis 22, God showed ap-
proval, saying, “...because you have done this thing, 
and have not withheld your son...blessing I will bless 
you…” (vv. 16-17).  
 Now, we obviously know that this specific command 
for Abraham was only meant for him. God does not require us 
to prove our faith by sacrificing our children. All we are meant 
to take away from this example is that God expects us to obey 
His commands without quesƟon. But, how do we know that is 
the case? How do we know when an example is binding? Let’s 
look at some passages to see what the Bible says. 

 In the Scriptures, we will find examples that are 
meant to be taken as commands and others that are simply 
meant to show us how people acted at a certain Ɵme. They 
describe what people did but not what we must do. For exam-
ple, in Acts chapters 2 and 4, we see twice that the early Chris-
Ɵans sold their possessions and land and distributed them 
amongst the brethren. But, you don’t see hardly any congrega-
Ɵons doing this kind of thing today. Why is it that these exam-

ples are not pracƟced by ChrisƟans? Because no com-
mand is being illustrated by the example. 
 In order for an example to be binding, there 
must be an underlying command. We see this hap-
pen in regards to the Lord’s Supper. When Jesus insƟ-
tuted the Communion, He commanded us to “take” 
and to “eat” and “drink.” Then, in 1 Corinthians 
11:26, Paul commands that we do this “oŌen.” But, 

in both cases, we are not told how oŌen. However, there are 
several examples of the apostles and their disciples partaking 
on “...the first day of the week” (Acts 20:7) and on “...the first 
day of every week” (1 Cor. 16:2, ESV). In both of these exam-
ples, they are illustraƟng how the early ChrisƟans carried out 
the commands to take and eat oŌen. Therefore, these ap-
proved examples must be followed today. 
 Did you know that an example can be as binding as a 
command? What other approved examples do you know of? 

By Robert Lupo 

How do we know 
when an 

example is 
binding? 

The way to God’s heart  
 
It has been joked that the way to a man’s heart is through his 
stomach and the way to a woman’s heart is through flowers 
and diamonds.  (It’s a joke!)  Of course, every person is differ-
ent, so “the way” to each person’s heart is also different. 
 
Have you ever wondered what is the way to God’s heart (if 
such a quesƟon could be asked)?  Another way 
of saying, “the way to a person’s heart,” is to 
talk about what truly “pleases” a person.  With 
that in mind, consider this. 
 
The way to God’s heart is to have true “faith” in 
Him (Heb. 11:6), to “please” Him rather than 
man (2 Tim. 3:4), to “do” and to “speak” those things that 
please Him rather than man (Gal. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:4), to “work 
out your own salvaƟon with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12-
13), to “do good and to share” (Heb. 13:16), to “do His will” in 
“every good work” (Heb. 13:21), to “keep His command-
ments” (1 John 3:22), to “sacrifice” yourself for His cause (Phil. 
4:18), to “walk worthy” of Him (Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 4:1).  Have 
you found “God’s heart”?  – DS  

You are God’s Ezekiel today 
 
We might someƟmes read the book of Ezekiel and think that 
the prophet was given an unfair mission.  God called him and 
told him that he was being sent to “a rebellious naƟon” (2:3), 
who was “obsƟnate,” “hard-hearted” and “stubborn” (2:4; 
3:7).  Does it seem “fair” for God to send him to such a people?  
But, God gives him the message to preach to this 

“rebellious” (used 16 Ɵmes) people: “Thus says 
the Lord God” (2:4).  That phrase, “Thus says the 
Lord,” is found 127 Ɵmes in this book (out of the 
419 total Ɵmes in the Bible). 
 
The reality is that God has given us the same 
mission.  He has not sent us to a world full of 

people eager to hear the gospel!  He has sent us to people who 
are rebellious and stubborn against God (like we used to be).  
And, the only thing that can make a difference in their lives is 
for us to tell them, “Thus says the Lord God.”  Will you be 
God’s Ezekiel today and speak for Him?  He gives us the Bible 
with every word we need to speak!  – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Henry Williams dialysis treatments 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 
Josie Dawson Leigh PuckeƩ 
Zula GarreƩ Maurine Reed 
Dick Haines Don Seay 
LoreƩa Holaday Ricky Smedley 
Daniel Johnson  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pete Brown in La Posada (room 2066) for rehab, visitors welcome  

Joy Cantrell recovering at home from heart procedure 

Tom Garrison recovering at home, open heart surgery & pacemaker 

Dianne Halenda sƟll dealing with severe leg pain 

Dan Johnson Gardens Medical Center (room 368) 

Nadia King recovering at home from surgery 

Charlene Knowles recovering from fractured shoulder 

Shelley NesbiƩ hurt her back and pinched a nerve 

Maurine Reed recovering at home 

Sherri Richmond dealing with a lung infecƟon 

Isolyn Sinclair got an injecƟon for her back and ankle pain 

Jackie Stout slowly improving from her hip replacement 

Willie Wilkins recovering from knee surgery 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Daniel Greaves DanneƩe Margarini’s father, hand injury 

Paƫ Nielsen John Hoelzer’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery 

Ruby Tritschler Misty Hayes’ mother, hip replacement surgery 
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Sunday-Wednesday, June 8-11 
♦ VacaƟon Bible School: “Chris an Academy” each night 

at 7:00 p.m. There are classes for all ages (babies thru 
adults)!  We will be serving dinner Mon-
day-Wednesday from 6:00-6:45 p.m. Eve-
ryone is welcome, but this is especially 
for families with children. Please use the 
QR Code to RSVP.  See Ivan Villard or 
Robert Lupo for more details. 
 

Sunday, June 15 
♦ PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
 
Wednesday, June 18 
♦ 2 Week Mini-Session Classes.  Ages 3-Grade 5 meet in 

the Sr. High Room. 
 
Wednesday-Saturday, June 18-21 
♦ Leadership Training Camp for Young Men & Women.  

Please keep the campers and preachers in your prayers.  
See Dan Jenkins, David Sproule or Robert Lupo for info. 

Sunday-Wednesday, June 8-11 
♦ VacaƟon Bible School: “Chris an Academy” each night 

at 7:00 p.m.  See Ivan Villard or Robert Lupo for more 
details. 

 
Friday, June 27 
♦ Young Adult Sunset Fellowship at 7:00 p.m.  LocaƟon 

TBD.  Bring a picnic dinner.  See Ivan Villard for more 
details. 

 
Saturday, August 2 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m.  LocaƟon TBD.  See Ivan 

Villard for more details. 
 
Saturday, August 23 
♦ Young Adult Connect Day at 10:00 a.m.  See Ivan Villard 

for more details. 
 
Saturday, September 13 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. LocaƟon TBD.  See Ivan 

Villard for more details. 

Sunday, June 8 
♦ Shepherds Praying at 5:30 p.m. in the Sr. High Room.  

All members are invited to come and pray with them. 
 
Sunday-Wednesday, June 8-11 
♦ VacaƟon Bible School: “Chris an Academy” each night 

at 7:00 p.m. There are classes for all ages (babies thru 
adults)!  We will be serving dinner Mon-
day-Wednesday from 6:00-6:45 p.m. Eve-
ryone is welcome, but this is especially for 
families with children. Please use the QR 
Code to RSVP.  See Ivan Villard or Robert 
Lupo for more details. 
 

Monday, June 9 
♦ No Monday Night Bible Study.  Class will resume next 

week. 
 
Tuesday, June 10 
♦ No Tuesday  Morning Bible Study  Class will resume 

next week. 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 15 
♦ PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
♦ New Member’s OrientaƟon Class at 9:00 a.m.  See Tim 

Fry for more details. 
♦ 2 Week Mini-Session Classes Begin.  Ages 3-Grade 5 

meet in the Sr. High Room.  Jr. High, Sr. High and all 
adults meet in the Auditorium. 

♦ Shepherds Praying at 5:30 p.m. in Adult 3.  All members 
are invited to come and pray with them. 

 
Wednesday, June 18 
♦ Summer Series: “When the Trumpet of the Lord Shall 

Sound” at 7:00 p.m.  Grant Fuller will be speaking on 
“Will He Find Me On My Knees in Prayer?”  Jr. High, Sr. 
High and adults will meet in the Auditorium. 

 
Friday, June 20 
♦ Ladies’ Fellowship at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Room.  

Bring your favorite ethnic dish and a small ($5-10) giŌ 
card to add to a missionary encouragement package.  
See Allison Roman or Skye Brown for more details. 
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A	Herd	of	Prophets 
1. What bald prophet pronounced a curse on some youths (2 Kings 2:22-24)? _____________ 

2. What prophet confronted David with his adultery and murder (2 Samuel 12:1-12)? ___________ 

3. What prophet interpreted the dream of a statue composed of different metals (Daniel 3)? ____________ 

4. What prophet was put into a hole in the ground for being too outspoken (Jeremiah 38:1-6)? ___________ 

5. What king of Israel was associated with a group of prophets early in his career (1 Samuel 10:1-13)? _____ 

6. What wilderness prophet confronted the prophets of Baal in a contest (1 Kings 18:17-40)? ___________ 

7. What prophet received the vision of dry bones and was in exile in Babylon (Ezekiel 37:1-14)? __________ 

8. What prophet received a vision of God in His throne room (Isaiah 6:1-8)? ________________ 

9. What prophet ate locusts, preached repentance and bapƟzed people (MaƩhew 3:1-6)? ______________ 

10. What prophet foretold a famine in the land (Acts 11:27-29)? _____________ 

11. What prophetess was sought out aŌer the book of the law was found (2 Kings 22:13-20)? ____________ 

12. What man anointed the first two kings of Israel and was both a judge and prophet? ____________ 

13. What prophet of Moab had a confrontaƟon with his talking donkey (Numbers 22:21-35)? ____________ 

14. What EgypƟan-born prophet predicted the coming of a prophet like himself (Deut. 18:15-19)? _________ 

15. What prophet took David to task for numbering the people of Israel (2 Samuel 24:10-14)? __________ 

16. What prophet predicted that Jeroboam would be king over ten tribes of Israel (1 Kings 11:29-40? ) _____ 

17. What reluctant prophet was thrown overboard in a storm? __________ 

18. What “minor” prophet prophesied against Nineveh (aŌer Jonah prophesied to save it)? ________ 

19. What “minor” prophet was married to a prosƟtute? ____________ 

20. What “minor” prophet foretold the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon all people, fulfilled in Acts 2? ______ 
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 Sharon Banks moved to Memphis, TN. 

LOCAL VISITORS: Miss Christy Anderson; Mr. Sterling Freder-
ick; Mr. Michael Fuentes; Mrs. Paula Humber; and Mr. Joshua 
Tull. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. Dan Chang, Henderson, TN; and 
Mrs. Jacqueline Parker, Ringgold, GA.  

Monday, June 9th 
Stephen & Carolina Beliech (Ann.) 
Namdidie Ikon 
 
Tuesday, June 10th 
Bill & Gai Ingram (Ann.) 
Kinsey Hayes 
Amberdenise PuckeƩ 
 
Wednesday, June 11th 
Richard Watson 

Friday, June 13th 
Tim & Susie Cox (Ann.) 
Judie Jenkins 
Taylor Price 
Squadeina Ross 
 
Saturday, June 14th 
Jeff & Diane Leslie (Ann.) 
Mary Beth Hester 
 

Sunday,  
June 1 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Jun 1 May Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 135 162 
 Sun. AM Worship 231 259 
 Sun. PM Worship 104 100 
 Wed. Bible Study 130 123 
ContribuƟon $23,451 $16,020 

2025 Weekly Budget: $16,803 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $11,551 

Sunday Morning, June 8 
 Singing .................................. Robert Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ........................ David Lord 
 Scripture Reading........... Darin Summerlot 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .......................... Dion Hayes 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ..................................... TBD 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Buonadonna Ed Gager 
  Mike Damron Bill Ingram, Jr. 
  Gorman Eriksen CrisƟan Suarez 
  Andres Fernandez Daniel Swayne 
   

Sunday Evening, June 8 
 Singing .......................... Stephen Beliech 
 Opening Prayer ............... Daniel Wagner 
 Scripture Reading ............. Paul Metzkes 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ...................... Jeff Goodale 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ........................ Dan Fuller 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  David Perez Bobby Shelton 
 
Audio this week: David Brown 
Computer this week: Israel Cuevas 
Video this week: ScoƩ Studer 

Ushers for this week: Freddie Gadson & Dirk Summerlot 
Safety Team for this week: Chuck Reeves, Jr. 

Wednesday Evening, June 11 
 Singing ............................................. VBS 
 InvitaƟon .......................................... VBS 
 Family Prayer ................................... VBS 

Service Coordinator: 
Eugene Williams 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 
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Front Cover:  Ophelia Holmes & Eva Fulton  

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


