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How	Do	You	Read	the	Bible? 
 The reading of the Scriptures is so 
vital to our spiritual growth in the Lord. To 
see this, consider the instrucƟon Moses gave 
to every king who ruled over Israel. The Jews 
had leŌ Egypt and were just about to enter 
the Promised Land. It would be more than 
four hundred years before they ever had 

their first king, but God gave these instrucƟons for the kings.  
 “When he sits on the throne of his kingdom, 
that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a 
book, from the one before the priests, the Levites.  
And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the 
days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
God and be careful to observe all the words of this 
law and these statutes…” (Deut. 17:18-19).  
 Imagine how long it would take that king to 
get the only copy of the Bible they had and to literally write 
every word from it and take it to his palace. From that day he 
was to spend Ɵme reading it every day for the rest of his life. 
Why was he to read it every day? The text emphaƟcally affirms 
the reason. He was to read it to: (1) learn what it says; (2) learn 
to fear; (3) learn to be careful to observe all the words of the 
law; (4) learn to not turn to the leŌ or to the right of what he 
read (vs. 19-20).  
 King David had a heart like the heart of God. He medi-

ated on the law of the Lord day and night (Psa. 1:2; 119:97). 
No one can have his heart like the heart of God unƟl he does 
this, and this will enable his children to have this same heart. 
 I hope that part of your daily life is reading the Bible 
but doing more than just reading so many verses/chapters 
each day. That tree that “brings forth its fruits in its season” is 
that person who does more than read. I hope ever more that 
having read the words, you mediate on how the words you just 

read apply to your life. Read the Bible, then write 
what your read into your heart. God described His 
plan for the church in these words. “I will put my 
laws in their minds and write them on their 
hearts” (Heb. 8:10). If this is not happening realize 
that He is ready to do this, and the reason it is not 
happening is because we are not reading His words. 
 There is a difference in memorizing scrip-

tures and engraving heavenly truths on our souls. It is so vital 
that we memorize the scripture to have a light to our feet and 
a guide for us through trials. Memorizing verses puts the word 
in our mind, but God desires far more. His plan is to write them 
on our souls, and this is the most important part of His plan. It 
will never happen unƟl you decide to make it happen! 
 Worldly people feed their souls and devote their lives 
to temporary material maƩers. Godly people engrave His eter-
nal truths on their hearts. Think about this carefully! 

By Dan Jenkins 
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When	I	Can’t	Understand	the	Here	and	Now	
 Six times the psalmists call out to 
God with the words, “Hear my prayer.”  Once 
they call out with “Hear my cry” and four 
times with “Hear my voice.”  The psalmists 
were quick and eager to turn to the Lord in 
their moments of need.  One such occasion is 
in Psalm 102. 

 The psalmist begins with that call, “Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, And let my cry come to You.  Do not hide Your 
face from me in the day of my trouble; Incline Your 
ear to me; In the day that I call, answer me speedily” 
(102:1-2).  It is apparent in these first verses and 
throughout the 28 verses of the psalm that the writ-
er is in great distress.  Let us see what we can learn 
and apply from this open-hearted message. 
 When I focus on ME, it is HOPELESS.  The 
psalmist described “my days” like “smoke” (102:3) and “a 
shadow that lengthens” (102:11), being “alone” (102:7), and 
having “mingled my drink with weeping” (102:9).  He describes 
his body as burning “like a furnace” (102:3) and being “stricken 
and withered like grass” (102:4, 11).  He depicts his “enemies” 
as those who “reproach him all day long” (102:8).  Even when 
looking at his earthly abode, he recognizes that it shall “perish” 
and “grow old like a garment” and “they will be changed” 
(102:26).  Yes, when I focus on ME and MY, it is HOPELESS. 

 When I focus on HIM, it is HOPEFUL.  The contrast in 
this psalm is stark.  The first 11 verses lay out the grim picture 
and desperate situation in which the psalmist finds himself.  
Then, verse 12 shifts with, “But You, O Lord.”  He’s going to do 
that three times in this psalm:  “But You...but You...But You…” 
(102:12, 26, 27).  Life is short and unpredictable.  Eventually 
everything around us is going to come to an end.  The contrast 
brings heaven’s light to this dark reality.  “But You, O Lord, 

shall endure forever...They will perish, but You will 
endure...And they will be changed.  But You are the 
same, and Your years will have no end” (102:12, 26, 
27).  My whole perspective can change when I put 
my focus on HIM.  Then, then, I have HOPE! 
 When I remember HIM, I can have PEACE.  
Note what the psalmist says that God will do.  “You 
will arise and have mercy” (102:13).  “He shall regard 

the prayer of the destitute” (102:17).  While things look bad in 
those early verses, look at the confident peace in the final 
verse: “The children of Your servants will continue, and their 
descendants will be established before You” (102:28). 
 It is easy to focus on all the negatives in MY life and 
lose hope.  But when I FOCUS on Him and REMEMBER Him, 
that’s where my faith in His hope (Rom. 4:18) gives me peace 
(Phil. 4:7).  No wonder the psalmist said that whose “yet to be 
created” would read this and “praise the Lord” (102:18). 

By David Sproule 
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How	Do	You	Talk	to	Someone	About	the	Gospel?	
 SomeƟmes evangelism seems like 
it’s a job best leŌ to preachers or missionar-
ies. That is not true! In the Bible, evangelism 
is commanded to every ChrisƟan. In 1 Peter 
3:15, Peter speaks to all ChrisƟans (cf. v. 8) 
telling them, “...But sancƟfy the Lord God in 
your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that 
is in you…” In MaƩhew 5:16, Jesus tells us, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” And, 
in John 15:8, Jesus says that we must “...bear much 
fruit…” to be His disciples. 
 Though most ChrisƟans recognize that they 
have this duty to make disciples, many never do. 
While there are many reasons a ChrisƟan might ne-
glect this command, it is oŌen the case that they simply don’t 
know what to say. Now, if you knew enough to obey the gos-
pel, you certainly know enough to talk to someone about it. 
And there are many resources like David Sproule’s “Let’s Go 
Back to the Bible” booklets that you can use to guide your 
study. But, for many sƟll, the hardest part is bringing up the 
subject with someone to begin with. How do you start a con-
versaƟon about the gospel with someone? Here are a couple 
of Ɵps. 

 First, look for people in your daily life. Jesus told the 
apostles, “As you go, preach…” (MaƩ. 10:7). So, when you 
check out at the grocery store or receive a package, etc., try 
your best to smile and tell them, “I would love for you to visit 
my church this Sunday.” We have a supply of cards that you 
can keep in your wallet for occasions just like this. Who knows 
if you will meet someone that just needs an invite. 
 Next, try to engage with people at work. Ask ques-

Ɵons that casually invite discussion about the church. 
For example, “What did your preacher speak on this 
Sunday?” Or, “Where do you go to church?” These 
quesƟons are usually a comfortable place for people 
to answer and open up more opportuniƟes to talk in 
the future. Now you know if they go to church and if 
they do, what they generally believe about the Bible. 
 As your coworker becomes more comforta-

ble, you can perhaps start asking more quesƟons that could 
lead to a Bible study. You could ask them if they have ever 
studied what the Bible says about the church or what the Bible 
says about salvaƟon and going to heaven. You might be able to 
pique their interest by offering to sit down and study only 
what the Bible says about these kinds of topics and more, 
without adding any of your own thoughts or opinions to the 
study. Evangelism is the work of everyone in the church. Let’s 
pracƟce looking for opportuniƟes every day. 

By Robert Lupo 
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Are you as paƟent as God? 
 
The Bible lays out a paƩern for our behavior.  God is loving, 
therefore, we must be loving (1 John 4:7-19).  God is forgiving, 
therefore, we must be forgiving (MaƩ. 18:21-35).  These 
paƩerns not only expect the fact of our imitaƟon but also the 
measurement and length of imitaƟon.  Would this not also be 
true of His many other moral aƩributes?  Consider just one. 
 
“God is longsuffering toward us” (2 Pet. 3:9).  
How longsuffering is He?  He is described as 
“the God of paƟence” (Rom. 15:5).  PaƟence is 
His very nature.  In the days of Noah, God’s 
“longsuffering waited” for 120 years (1 Pet. 
3:20; Gen. 6:3).  Does your paƟence with others 
“wait”?  Would it wait for 120 years?  God has set the bar for 
us! 
 
Just as God is, He calls us to be “paƟent with all” (1 Thess. 
5:14).  The very first component of Godlike, agape love is pa-
Ɵence (1 Cor. 13:4).  Today, tomorrow and the rest of your life, 
people are going to do things to set you off.  Will you respond 
with the longsuffering of God?  Do you expect that’s how He 
will conƟnue to respond to you?  – DS 

Not truly friends with benefits 
 
Apparently we have Alanis MorisseƩe to thank for the expres-
sion, “Friends with benefits,” but of course, the concept has 
been around for ages.  As with most modern expressions, it 
sounds benign and even posiƟve.  But, when sin is given a new 
name, it is sƟll sin. 
 

God created man, created woman, created mar-
riage and created sex (Gen. 2:18-25).  God 
placed the giŌ of sex exclusively in “the mar-
riage bed” (Heb. 13:4).  To take that giŌ outside 
of the bed of a husband and his wife is fornica-
Ɵon every single Ɵme (1 Thess. 4:3-5). 
 

A true friend will not lead one into sin, but will urge one away 
from sin (Prov. 12:26; 27:17).  How shameful to use the word 
“benefits” to describe a sin that will prevent one from inher-
iƟng the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10).  Let us be the friend 
and choose friends who will seek the best, spiritual, eternal 
interests of the other (Phil. 2:3-4), which is what true Biblical 
love is (Prov. 17:17).  True friends help each other grow closer 
to God and to our eternal home in heaven!  – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 

Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
Dick Haines Samuel Williams 
LoreƩa Holaday  

Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

TerieƩa Frazier conƟnuing to recover from blood clots 

Dianne Halenda blood clot in her leg causing pain and swelling 

Jackie Stout Gardens Court, rehab for broken leg 

Judy Carmack waiƟng on test results from her orthopedic surgeon 

Carolyn Cullom being treated for an infecƟon 

Lynne Jorgensen having a heart catheterizaƟon on October 3 

Sherri Richmond undergoing medical tests 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Marion Vanderwende Karen Lester’s mother, ICU at PBG Medical Center 

Reese Wenzel  Gary & Doris Friedly’s granddaughter, med. treatments 

Darryl Williams Verdell March’s son, blood clot in his leg 

Carolyn Deem Allison Roman’s mother, treatment for blood clot in leg 

John Griffin Jennifer Goodale’s father, surg. on his hand postponed 

Everol Findley Maria Hackshaw’s brother, cancer treatments 

ScoƩ Kelley Dick & Marcia Kelley’s son, sƟll dealing with blood clot 

CurƟs White BeƩy White’s brother, undergoing medical tests 
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Sunday, October 5 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up. Meet in the 

front of the auditorium. 
 
Sunday, October 12 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up. Meet in the 

front of the auditorium. 
♦ Jr. High Devo aŌer evening worship in the Family Room.  

Bring desserts and drinks to share.  See Robert Lupo for 
more details. 

 
Saturday, October 18 
♦ Trunk-or-Treat for Grades 5 & Under hosted by the Jr. 

High Youth at 5:00 p.m.  There will be food, games and 
Trunk-or-TreaƟng. All members are encouraged to 
come early to decorate your trunk and pass out treats 
to the kids.  Hot dogs will be provided for dinner.  Wear 
your costume!  See Robert Lupo or Ivan Villard for more 
details. 

 
Sunday, October 19 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up. 

Saturday, October 4 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Tim & 

Beth Fry.  Bring sides, desserts and drinks.  See Ivan Vil-
lard for more details. 

 
Sunday, October 5 
♦ Young Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in Adult 3.  All 

young adults are encouraged to join as we study 
“Fundamentals of the Faith.” 

 
Saturday, October 18 
♦ Trunk-or-Treat for Grades 5 & Under hosted by the Jr. 

High Youth at 5:00 p.m.  All members are encouraged to 
come early to decorate your trunk and pass out treats 
to the kids.  Hot dogs will be provided for dinner.  Wear 
your costume! 

 
Saturday, October 25 
♦ Young Adult & Sr. High Costume Party at 6:00 p.m.  See 

Robert Lupo for details. 
 
 

Sunday, September 28 
♦ Friends & Family Day with Kyle BuƩ.  There will be a 

combined class at 9:00 a.m. for Jr. High, Sr. High and 
adults in the auditorium. Bring potluck dishes and 
drinks for lunch. We will have a 12:45 p.m. worship in-
stead of a 6:00 p.m. worship 

 
Monday, September 29 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, September 30 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Sunday, October 5 
♦ Deadline: GiŌ Cards for Mount Dora Children’s Home.  

Please bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa giŌ cards and 
place them in the box in the Lobby. 

♦ EDP Bible Study & Fellowship at 4:30 p.m. 
♦ ConversaƟonal Sign Language Class at 5:00 p.m. in 

Adult 1-2.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 
 
 

Monday, October 6 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.  Bring your Bible, a 
chair, some meat to grill, a drink and your own 
plate/utensils.  This is a great opportunity for men of all 
generaƟons to fellowship.  

 
Saturday, October 11 
♦ Adult AcƟvity: Costume Mystery Dinner & Devo.  Bring 

your Bible and a friend.  See Jeff Leslie for more details. 
 
Sunday, October 12 
♦ ConversaƟonal Sign Language Class at 5:00 p.m. in 

Adult 1-2.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 
 
Saturday, October 18 
♦ Ladies’ Day hosted by Suncoast from 11:00 a.m. unƟl 

2:00 p.m.  This year’s theme is “Speak God, Your Daugh-
ters Are Listening.”  SeaƟng is limited.  Please RSVP.  

♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 

♦ Trunk-or-Treat for Grades 5 & Under hosted by the Jr. 
High Youth at 5:00 p.m.  All members are encouraged 
to decorate your trunk and pass out treats to the kids. 
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 YveƩe WaƩs placed membership on Sunday, Septem-
ber 21.   

 We rejoice with Kendall Gonsalves who was bapƟzed 
on Monday, September 22.   
 
 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Roxroy & Karen Edmondson; Mr. 
Terrell Coe; Mr. Kendall Gonsalves; Mr. Hunter Hannaman; 
Mrs. ChrisƟna Jones; Mr. Jo’Sies Kelly; Mr. & Mrs. Rai & Ashley 
Masuda; Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Joyce Medina; Ms. Carmen Perez; 
and Ms. Atalia Williams. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Roy & Karen Burmeister, 
Hudson, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Christopher & Janie Flournoy, 
Lauderhill, FL; and Mrs. Linda Price, Fleetwood, PA. 

  

Sunday, September 28th 
Graysen Hayes 
 
Monday, September 29th 
Judy Bird 
Angelica Fernandez 
Bobby Shelton 
 
Tuesday, September 30th 
Calissa Hodges 
 

Wednesday, October 1st 
Robin Stone 
 
Thursday, October 2nd 
Casey Crews 
Joel Ramirez 
 
Friday, October 3rd 
Kathy Nelson 
 
Saturday, October 4th 
Amelia Rogers 

Sunday,  
September 21 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Sep 21 Aug Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 132 158 
 Sun. AM Worship 234 249 
 Sun. PM Worship 98 116 
 Wed. Bible Study 123 123 
ContribuƟon $14,706 $17,577 

2025 Weekly Budget: $16,803 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $6,627 

Sunday Morning, September 28 
 Opening Prayer .................... Jimmie Banks 
 Singing .................................... Dion Hayes 
 Scripture Reading............ Connor Goodale 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ........................... Kirk Crews 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ........................ Dan Jenkins 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Casey Crews Jim Rogers 
  Jeff Goodale Vincent Rogers 
  James Green Joseph Snyder 
  Michael Menendez Marty Williams 

Sunday Evening, September 28 
 Singing .......................... Stephen Beliech 
 Opening Prayer .................. John Hoelzer 
 Scripture Reading .......... Islay Rodriguez 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .................. Kane Campbell 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ..................... Mike Archer 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Sylvester Jackson John Patrick 
 
Audio this week: Ricky Smith 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Ed Gager 

Wednesday Evening, October 1 
 Singing .......................... Freddie Gadson 
 InvitaƟon ............................... Phil Porter 
 Family Prayer ......................... Dan Fuller 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Michael Erickson & Eugene Williams 
Safety Team for this week: Rick Hall 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 
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Front Cover:  Darin Summerlot  

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


