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Are	You	Concerned	About	the	Future? 
 It was Jesus who described the final 
judgment and discussed the right hand and 
leŌ hand of the Judge of all mankind. It is 
truly the most sobering thought that you and 
I will be there and hear the judgment given 
as to where we shall be forever and ever. 
 Every person who has ever lived will 

be there, for the graves will have been opened. The Judge said, 
“The hour is coming in which all who are in the 
graves will hear His voice and come forth” (John 5:28
-29). Paul described it, “We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may re-
ceive the things done in the body” (2 Cor. 5:10).  
 The universe, the heavens and the earth will 
have ceased. Their Ɵme of existence will terminate 
on that day of judgment (2 Pet. 3:7). This is the day 
“...in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10).  
 The judgment will take place, and like a shepherd in 
ancient days separated the sheep from the goats in his flock, 
so the Shepherd will separate the righteous from the ungodly. 
You and I will be placed with the righteous “sheep” on His right 
hand or the unrighteous “goats” on His leŌ hand. The final 
judgment will happen in this way. 

 “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundaƟon of the world’” (MaƩ. 
25:34). His final message to those on His leŌ hand will be, 
“Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasƟng fire pre-
pared for the devil and his angels” (MaƩ. 25:41). You and I will 
hear one or the other of two sentences—“Come, you blessed 
of My Father,” or “Depart from Me, you cursed.” 

 The reality of this Ɵme should impact every 
decision we make and the basis on which we make 
them. Nothing in this material world will maƩer, for 
none of it will exist when Ɵme ends. Most people you 
know think about their future, and they only focus on 
and value these temporal things. Many have elevat-
ed their judgment about how to live each day, but 
the only truth about the future is the truth from God.  

 You and I have a view of the future, but we must real-
ize the truth about the future is found in the God of truth. One 
truth cannot be changed. You and I will without any doubt 
experience it. “And these will go away into everlasƟng punish-
ment, but the righteous into life eternal” (MaƩ. 25:46). Think 
soberly about the closing words of Peter’s second epistle, 
“Since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of per-
sons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness?” (3:12).  
 Think soberly about these words! 

By Dan Jenkins 

How we live and 
make choices is 
determined by 

how we view the 
coming future 

Single	Parents	in	God’s	Family	
 The toughest job in the world today 
is being a faithful Christian parent!  While it 
can be difficult for a faithful dad and faithful 
mom to raise faithful kids together, the task 
is exponentially tough for a single parent 
doing it alone, or the Christian parent with 
an unbelieving spouse.  If this is you, may I 

offer you some encouragement?  Let’s focus for a moment on 
what you do have instead of on what you don’t have. 
 Remember that you are not alone in this!  
Know without any doubt that God sees you, hears 
you and is walking with you every day.  Read about 
how He cared for Hagar (Gen. 16:1-13; 21:15-21), the 
widow of Zarephath (1 Kgs. 17:8-24) and Eunice (Acts 
16:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:5).  Your God is actively present in 
your home with you (Heb. 13:5-6).  Count on it! 
 Remember the Bible example of one faithful parent 
who raised a strong, faithful child.  Timothy’s dad was an un-
believer (Acts 16:3), but his mother raised a powerful servant 
of God.  How did she do it?  First, Scripture lived in their home 
from Timothy’s infancy (2 Tim. 3:14-15), and faith was lived 
out in front of him (2 Tim. 1:5).  Second, we see that she 
leaned on a godly grandparent (2 Tim. 1:5).  You can do this! 
 Remember that God will fill in the gaps where you 
feel that you struggle.  He said that He will give you wisdom 

when you ask (Jas. 1:5).  He said that He will give you strength, 
even in the midst of your weakest moments (2 Cor. 12:9-10; 
Eph. 6:10).  He said that He will provide your needs (Matt. 6:25
-34).  Trust Him!  There is no single Christian parent who He 
has ever left alone!  Let Him be the Father in your home! 
 Remember to fill your home with Scripture and pray-
er.  Regular Bible study time and even Scriptures posted 
around the house (Deut. 6:4-9) remind your child of God’s love 

and wisdom.  Opening your heart to God in prayer 
and teaching your child to do the same (Phil. 4:6-7) 
will help them to put their trust in Him and lean on 
Him.  If your child sees this in you, there is nothing 
more valuable that you could give them.  Little mo-
ments can have big impacts! 
 Finally, remember that your church family 
surrounds you and your children.  God designed the 

church to bear burdens together, encourage one another and 
help your family flourish in Christ (Gal. 6:2, 10; Eph. 4:16; 6:1-
4).  You are NOT alone!  You are surrounded by Christians who 
can be spiritual grandpas, grandmas, uncles and aunts.  You 
are loved!  And you may not realize it, but your steadfastness 
is an encouragement to the rest of us!   
 You are not forgotten by God (Heb. 6:10)!  Do not 
grow weary (Gal. 6:9) or think you are alone (Matt. 28:20)!  
God will do great things for you and with you!  You’ve got this! 

By David Sproule 

God sees you, 
hears you and 
is walking with 
you every day! 
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An	Active	Christian	Remains	a	Christian	
 In the middle ages, the joust be-
came a very popular event. It was a baƩle 
between warriors of the noble class showing 
off their skills to win prizes. It was very dan-
gerous and violent. 
 The event mainly served as enter-
tainment for the people, but there were a 

couple secondary benefits. It kept the skills of these profes-
sional soldiers sharp, and it served as an outlet for 
their aggression. Knights were raised for the purpose 
of baƩle. They went through years of rigorous train-
ing from a young age so that they could effecƟvely 
fight wars. If that kind of skill isn’t put into pracƟce, 
there is a high chance they might lose it or find 
themselves geƫng into trouble. 
 Something very similar can happen when a 
ChrisƟan doesn’t acƟvely pracƟce their faith. ChrisƟans have 
been created for a very important purpose: to spread the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ (MaƩ. 28:18-20). The New Testament tells 
us that we are to be soldiers for Christ in this effort (1 Tim. 
1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3). We have been issued weapons to fight this 
baƩle (2 Cor. 10:4-6; Eph. 6:17), we have been fiƩed with ar-
mor to protect us (Eph. 6:11-18), and we have been taught 
how to use them (2 Tim. 1:13; 3:16-17). If we do not put these 
into pracƟce, we will lose them, and we will probably find our-

selves geƫng into trouble. 
 It is hard for a lazy ChrisƟan to remain a ChrisƟan. A 
soldier of Christ requires training. 2 Timothy 2:15 tells us, “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” If we are lazy in our studies, we will grow weak in the 
knowledge of the Bible. 

 A soldier of Christ also requires missions. 
The gospel message was the primary drive for Paul 
and the early church. Paul said in Acts 20:24, “But 
none of these things move me; nor do I count my life 
dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Je-
sus, to tesƟfy to the gospel of the grace of God.” If 
we are lazy in sharing the gospel, we will lose our 
purpose. 

 When ChrisƟans forget their purpose, it becomes 
much easier to fall into sin. 2 Thessalonians 3:11 tells us of 
ChrisƟans who stopped working and became disorderly and 
busybodies. Instead of being occupied with the Lord’s work, 
they fixated on the affairs of others. What was Paul’s soluƟon? 
In verse 13, he tells us, “...do not grow weary in doing good.” 
 As soldiers of Jesus Christ, we have the most im-
portant purpose in the enƟre world: to bring souls to Jesus. If 
we want to remain in Christ, we cannot neglect our purpose. 

By Robert Lupo 

The gospel    
message was the 
primary drive for 

Paul and the  
early church. 

CongregaƟonal acƟvity  
vs. individual responsibility  

 
Since the congregaƟon is singing in worship, does that alleviate 
my responsibility to sing to the congregaƟon?  No (Eph. 5:19).  
Since the congregaƟon has a program to care for widows, does 
that remove my responsibility to visit and look aŌer the wid-
ows of the congregaƟon?  No (Jas. 1:27).  You see, congrega-
Ɵonal acƟvity does not take the place of my 
individual responsibility.  
 
Apply that to the Great Commission.  Since the 
congregaƟon is supporƟng missionaries around 
the world and posƟng teaching materials on its 
website and paying a fullƟme preacher, does 
that waive my responsibility to personally teach the gospel to 
lost souls?  No, it does not (MaƩ. 16:15).  Imagine God saying 
these exact words to you: “The things that you have heard…
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others 
also” (2 Tim. 2:2).   
 
A congregaƟon may be very evangelisƟc (and hopefully all con-
gregaƟons are!), but the Great Commission is given to us indi-
vidually, as well.  How are each of us doing with that?  – DS  

Name brand maƩers 
 
The price of name brand medicaƟons today can be extremely 
expensive, but generic brand oŌen saves a huge amount.  The 
same goes for name brand foods, as the generic brand (or 
store brand) can someƟmes be half the price.  This leads many 
to avoid the name brand as much as possible and just go with 
the cheapest opƟon. 

 
Unfortunately, this mentality can someƟmes 
creep into one’s religion, as well.  We some-
Ɵmes want the “easy” or “less demanding” reli-
gion, or the one that is “closest to where I live,” 
or the one with “the most convenient service 
Ɵmes,” or the one with “the largest number of 

followers,” etc.  We set up our own criteria and saƟsfy our-
selves with the one that saƟsfies us the most. 
 
The Bible says that “there is no other NAME” than Christ by 
which “we must be saved” (Acts 4:12), that “all” we do must 
be done “in the NAME of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17), and that 
“every knee should bow” at “the NAME of Jesus” (Phil. 2:9).  
There is only ONE NAME (brand) that maƩers and that saves!  
It’s HIS way or NO way!  Avoid cheap imitaƟons!  – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 
Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 
Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Samuel Williams 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Patricia Hackshaw dealing with mulƟple health issues 

Dianne Halenda blood clot in her leg causing pain and swelling 

Marisa Reeves undergoing medical tests 

Sherri Richmond recovering from heart catheterizaƟon 

Giselle Smith  JFK Medical Center, recovering from gallbladder surgery  

Jackie Stout Gardens Court, rehab for broken leg 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Lillian Cunningham Mary Brown’s sister, recovering from hip replacement 

Garry Lyons Gwen Lyons’ brother, recovering from open heart surg. 

Anthony PuckeƩ Amberdenise PuckeƩ’s brother, health issues 

DeRita Summerlot Darin Summerlot’s mother, undergoing medical tests 

Marion Vanderwende Karen Lester’s mother, recovering from another surg. 

CurƟs White BeƩy White’s brother, back in the hospital  
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Sunday, December 14 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, December 21 
♦ Challenge Youth Conference Sign-Up Deadline.  Cost is 

$40.  This is the final day to sign up and pay Robert Lu-
po.  

 
Wednesday, December 31 
♦ Bible Card Trading & Treats for Jr. High & Under aŌer 

Bible Class in the Family Room.  Bring your AP Bible 
cards to trade and enjoy some sweet treats together to 
celebrate the final day of the year!  See Ivan Villard for 
more details. 

 
Wednesday-Thursday, December 31-January 1 
♦ Jr. High & Sr. High Lock-In from 10:00 p.m. unƟl 8:00 

a.m.  Bring $5 for food.  PBL members, please see Rob-
ert Lupo if you are able to chaperone. 

Sunday, December 14 
♦ Young Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in Adult 3.  All 

young adults are encouraged to join as we conƟnue our 
study on “Fundamentals of the Faith.” 

 
Saturday, January 3 
♦ MOM Group Dinner & DevoƟonal at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Misty Hayes.  This is for all PBL moms of chil-
dren from birth to 18.  See Beth Fry, Misty Hayes or 
Traci Sproule for more details. 

 
Monday, January 5 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
 
Saturday, January 10 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Dan & 

Judie Jenkins.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Friday, January 30 
♦ Young Adult Game Night at 7:00 p.m.  See Ivan Villard 

for details. 

Sunday, December 14 
♦ Robert MarƟn Mission Report at 9:00 a.m.  Jr. High, Sr. 

High and adults will meet in the auditorium. 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Monday, December 15 
♦ No Monday Night Bible Study.  Class will resume in 

January 2026. 
 
Tuesday, December 16 
♦ No Tuesday Morning Bible Study.  Class will resume in 

January 2026. 
 
Tuesday, December 23 
♦ Midweek Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.  All classes will meet 

in the Auditorium. 
 
Wednesday, December 24 
♦ No Midweek Services.  Instead, we will meet on Tues-

day, December 23. 
 
 

Saturday, January 3 
♦ MOM Group Dinner & DevoƟonal at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Misty Hayes.  This is for all PBL moms of chil-
dren from birth to 18.  See Beth Fry, Misty Hayes or 
Traci Sproule for more details. 

 
Sunday, January 4 
♦ Every Member Present Sunday for Bible Class and Wor-

ship.  New plans for the new year will be presented, and 
every member is urged to be in aƩendance.  Let’s start 
the new year together!  

♦ MeeƟng of All PBL Men at 5:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 

♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Monday, January 5 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
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  LOCAL VISITORS: Ms. Patrina Bulgin; Ms. Vita Chery; Ms. Sylvia 
Goldie; Mr. Kerry Krause; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Sharon Mann; 
Ms. Jade Mayberry; Ms. Tiffany McIntosh; Mr. JusƟn McKin-
ney; Rodasha Newberry; Mr. Brandon Spencer; Mr. Trevor 
Wellington; and Ms. Derwesha Young.  
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Ms. Demetria Burch, Pembroke 
Pines; Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Margie Collins, Canton, MI; Miss La-
Don Cruz, Ft. Lauderdale; Ms. Sharon V. Evans, Cocoa, FL; Ms. 
Chantel James, Sunrise, FL; Mr. Mark Lester, Orlando, FL; Ms. 
Mona Levine, Dania Beach, FL; Josenriave Lorences, Labelle, 
FL; Ms. Syreeta Nixon, Sunrise, FL; Mr. Daniel Smith, Moore 
Haven, FL; and Mr. Peter Williams, Orlando, FL. 
  

Sunday, December 14th 
Tim Fry 
Patricia Hackshaw 
Daisy Lord 
JulieƩe Mauvais 
 
Thursday, December 18th 
Rick & Melinda Price (Ann.) 
 

Friday, December 19th 
Victor & Sandy Colage (Ann.) 
Patricia PaƩerson 
Mary Quinn 
 
Saturday, December 20th 
Eugene Williams 
 

Sunday,  
December 7 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Dec 7 Nov Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 159 164 
 Sun. AM Worship 247 239 
 Sun. PM Worship 122 103 
 Wed. Bible Study 112 116 
ContribuƟon $19,633 $16,532 

2025 Weekly Budget: $16,803 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $5,116 

Sunday Morning, December 14 
 Opening Prayer .................... Paul Metzkes 
 Singing ................................... Gary Friedly 
 Scripture Reading..................... David Lord 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ........................ Dan McLeod 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .................. Freddie Gadson 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Buonadonna Can Margarini 
  Mike Damron Chuck Reeves, Jr. 
  Gorman Ericksen Bobby Shelton 
  Ken Gonsalves CrisƟan Suarez 

Sunday Evening, December 14 
 Singing ................................ Robert Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ...................... Dan Fuller 
 Scripture Reading ..... Douglas Alvarenga 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .............. Darin Summerlot 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ................. Daniel Wagner 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Gager David Perez 
 
Audio this week: David Brown 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: ScoƩ Studer 

Wednesday Evening, December 17 
 Singing ............................. Chuck Reeves 
 InvitaƟon ................................... Tim Cox 
 Family Prayer ........................ David Lord 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Rick Price & Dirk Summerlot 
Safety Team for this week: Addison Collins 

Service Coordinator: 
Eugene Williams 
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Front Cover:  Giselle Smith, Amira Hill,  Q’marion Smith & Isabel Flores 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


