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Bishops 
Dan Fuller ............................... 685-4454 
Dion Hayes ...................... 214-533-5065 
Paul Metzkes .......................... 870-8042 
*Phil Porter ............................ 339-3662 
*Chairman for the Month of January 

 

Evangelists 
Dan Jenkins ............................ 379-2325 
David Sproule ......................... 301-2230 
Robert Lupo ........................... 315-1411 

 

Deacons 
David Brown ........................... 972-7608 
Victor Colage .......................... 719-1490 
Kirk Crews .............................. 339-9283 
Mike Erickson ......................... 310-9916 
Andres Fernandez .................. 768-3530 
Tim Fry ................................... 373-9121 
Jeff Goodale ........................... 261-1188 
Rick Hall ................................. 622-5131 
Gary Jenkins ........................... 889-3585 
Jeff Leslie ................................ 744-3444 
Buzz Nelson ............................ 385-1588 
Lawrence Williams ................. 662-3419 
 

Church Office 
Phone .............................. 561-848-1111 
Fax ................................... 561-848-1198 
Website ....................... www.pblcoc.org 
E-mail ....................... office@pblcoc.org 
Ivan Villard ............................. 667-8675 
Cindy Nelson .......................... 801-9457 
June Pack ............................... 627-5363 

First Sunday of 
the New Year 
 

Bible classes at 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Worship at 6:00 p.m. 
 

The plans for 2026 will be 
presented at the morning 
worship. 

Let’s start the year off right! 
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I	Wish	I	Could	Start	All	Over	
 With the coming of a new year, my 
mind is taken back to a poem I memorized 
when I was twelve years old. I have searched 
and cannot find who wrote it in one of its 
several versions, but it is one which has had a 
profound impact on my life. I hope it will 
have the same impact on yours! 

 There are two verses, very similar, and this makes it 
easier to recall.  

“I came to my teacher with quivering lips, my task 
undone. 

Teacher, hast thou another sheet for me; I have 
soiled this one? 

He took the old sheet, stained and blo ed, and 
gave me a new one clean and unspo ed; 

And smiled and said, Do be er this me, my child.” 
 The name of the teacher in my life doesn’t maƩer (it 
was A. J. Rollins at Athens Bible School), but his life was devot-
ed to helping every child grow. I can never forget him, for he 
lived this poem in the way he dealt with me.  
 There is a new year lying before us, and what a great 
Ɵme to reflect about taking the past year, in which we made so 
many mistakes and blunders, and leƫng them be buried as we 
turn to a new year with a determinaƟon to do beƩer this Ɵme, 
my child. 

By Dan Jenkins 

 If that first verse was a blessing to you because of an 
unnamed teacher in your life, the second verse will help you.  

“I came to my Father with quivering lips, my life undone.    
 Father, hast thou another life for me; I have soiled this one? 
 He took my old life, stained and blo ed, and gave me a new 

one, clean and unspo ed; 
 And smiled and said, Do be er with this one, my child.” 

 Far too many ChrisƟans limit God’s grace 
and live a life characterized by depression. They will 
not forgive themselves for the past and conclude 
that they “are not worthy to receive grace.” They are 
so ashamed of how liƩle good they have done and 
feel like God should reject them. “Father, I have 
soiled my life, and I wish that I had not made such a 
mess.” God waits, ready to take us and our past.  He 
waits, ready to gladly take us with our stained and 

bloƩed past and give us a new one. 
 The rabbis may have set the limit of forgiveness at 
three, but Peter took that number, doubled it and added one 
for good measure. Peter’s number was seven. Jesus said not 
just seven, but seven Ɵmes in one day (Luke 17:4). Jesus then 
mulƟplied that number by seventy!  
 It’s a new year. It’s Ɵme for a new life! Come humbly 
before Him! He has a new, unspoƩed life ready for you! 

It’s a new year. 
It’s Ɵme for a 

new life. He has 
a new one ready 

to give to you. 

A	Nutrition	Label	on	Your	Bible?	
 The Food and Drug Administration 
requires labels on food packages to indicate 
the % Daily Value of that food item to the 
FDA’s recommendation of 2,000 calories a 
day.  It doesn’t matter, in essence, who picks 
up that package of food.  It is going to recom-
mend 2,000 calories.  Yet, even the FDA real-

izes that the caloric needs of each individual person varies. 
 Every person is different.  A person’s age, 
gender, height, weight, metabolism and activity level 
all affect how much food and how many calories are 
needed.  There is not a “one size fits all” number that 
can be applied to every individual.  These factors 
(and others) must be taken into consideration. 
 The same is true when it comes to spiritual 
nutrition.  There is not a “one size fits all” Bible in-
take schedule that works equally for every single person.  
Some Christians read nine chapters of the New Testament eve-
ry day, so that they can read through the New Testament once 
every month.  That’s a great practice, but not every Christian 
can handle that.  Many Christians read about three chapters of 
the Bible every day, so that they can read through the entire 
Bible in a year.  Again, that’s a wonderful practice, but it does 
not necessarily fit every Christian.  Other reading plans can 
take a person through the Bible over a period of three years, 

or can take a person through the New Testament in a year by 
reading one chapter per day, or can help a person read the Old 
Testament once and the New Testament three times in a year.  
So many reading plans are available, which is a good thing. 
 The most important thing that a Christian can do is to 
take in as many Biblical calories as they can handle each day.   
Bible reading is not a speed-reading contest, but it is just as 
(and actually more) critical than one’s physical food intake 

each day.  Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).  How many meals do you 
eat each day?  How many snacks do you have?  How 
many cups of coffee or bottles of water?  Compare 
that with how many verses of the Bible (God’s spir-
itual food, Heb. 5:12-13) you take in each day.  If your 
physical body could not survive without an average 

of 2,000 physical calories per day, how many Biblical calories 
does your soul need to remain healthy and alive? 
 May I encourage you to find what works for you.  Find 
the best time of day and the best location for you.  Then, find 
the best reading regimen for you.  Read thoughtfully at least a 
few verses every day.  Meditate on them.  Pray through them.  
Then, like a physical appetite, increase your reading a little 
more to stretch and grow your faith.  That’s God’s daily recom-
mendation (Rom. 10:17; 2 Tim. 2:15; Psa. 119:105; 1 Pet. 2:2). 

By David Sproule 

How many 
meals 

do you eat 
each day? 
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Sound	the	Alarm!	
 “Judge not…” is one of the most 
misused quotes of all Scripture. This passage 
is seen as a trump card to end any and all 
moral warnings from ChrisƟans. Even some 
self-proclaimed ChrisƟans uƩer the phrase 
“Only God can judge me” when confronted 
with their sins. Of course, if they actually 

read MaƩhew 7:1-5, they would know that Christ’s argument 
is not a ban on all judgment, but on hypocriƟcal judg-
ment. In fact, verse 5 is a direct command to judge. 
Jesus says, “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to re-
move the speck from your brother’s eye.” 
 This kind of opposiƟon can cause honest 
ChrisƟans to fear the work of evangelism among 
their family, friends, and colleagues. You know that 
they aren’t living right, but if you say something, they will likely 
retaliate under the cover of a verse like MaƩhew 7 taken out 
of context. But, we cannot allow the fear of confrontaƟon to 
keep us from warning others about the truth of God’s judg-
ment. 
 In Ezekiel 33, the prophet was commanded by the 
Lord to deliver a message to the children of Israel. This mes-
sage was both a warning to Ezekiel as much as it was a warning 
to Israel. God calls Ezekiel His watchman and explains his pur-

pose and responsibility. In verses 2-5, the Lord explains that if 
a watchman warns his people of an aƩack and they choose to 
ignore it, their fate is in their own hands. The watchman has 
done his job. “But if the watchman sees the sword coming and 
does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, 
and the sword comes and takes any person from among them, 
he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at 
the watchman’s hand” (Ezek. 33:6). If a watchman doesn’t do 

his job, there will be consequences. 
 God makes it clear in the next few verses 
that Ezekiel, as a man of God, has a responsibility to 
warn Israel of their sins. God takes no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked but wants them to turn and live 
(v. 11). So, if Ezekiel fails to confront his brethren, 
then he will be responsible for their condemnaƟon. 
 The ChrisƟans’ responsibility to sound the 

alarm about the condemnaƟon of sin cannot be taken lightly. 
We have been compelled by the Lord to be Christ’s watchmen. 
It is not opƟonal. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:16, “For if I 
preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under 
compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.” And 
woe to us if we withhold the gospel from those who are lost in 
sin. “Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; 
but you have delivered your soul’ (Ezek. 33:9). 

By Robert Lupo 

We have been 
compelled by the 

Lord to be 
Christ’s  

watchmen. 

What if the devil only fled 99.9% of the 
Ɵme? 

 
A leading disinfectant spray claims that it “kills 99.9% of 
germs.”  That sounds preƩy impressive.  You can’t get much 
closer to 100% than that.  Due to scienƟfic limitaƟons and the 
existence of resistant microbes, it cannot guarantee 100% 
eliminaƟon of all germs.  But 99.9% is good enough. 
 
What if Bible promises worked that way?  What 
if the blood of Jesus cleansed us from 99.9% of 
our sins?  That would be preƩy good.  What if 
God heard 99.9% of our prayers?  That’s a lot.  
What if the devil fled from us 99.9% of the 
Ɵmes that we resisted him?  Maybe that would 
be good enough.   
 
But Bible promises don’t have scienƟfic limitaƟons and are not 
affected by resistant microbes.  When God makes promises to 
us in the Bible, we can count on them as 100% true and 100% 
effecƟve.  The blood of Jesus cleanses from 100% of our con-
fessed sins (1 John 1:9).  Our Father in heaven hears 100% of 
our prayers (1 John 5:14).  When we resist the devil, he flees 
100% of the Ɵme (Jas. 4:7).  Our God is not 99.9% God!  – DS  

The plain truth about bapƟsm is not hard 
 
The denominaƟonal world seems to say many things about 
bapƟsm, except (unfortunately) what the Bible actually says 
about bapƟsm. Some describe bapƟsm as “the solemn and 
beauƟful tesƟmony of a believer showing forth his faith” and 
“a sign of fellowship and idenƟficaƟon with the visible body of 
Christ.” However, the Bible never uses this terminology and 

never calls bapƟsm a “tesƟmony” or a “sign.” 
  
If one only reads what the Bible teaches about 
bapƟsm, he will find that it is the essenƟal act 
(commanded by God) for a penitent believer to 
become a disciple of Christ (MaƩ. 28:18-20), to 
enter the kingdom of God (John 3:3-5), to be 

saved from sins (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), to obtain the for-
giveness of sins (Acts 2:38), to washed away sins (Acts 22:16), 
to enter into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27), to be added by the 
Lord to His church (Acts 2:41, 47; 1 Cor. 12:13). The plain pur-
pose and results of God’s “one bapƟsm” (Eph. 4:5) must be 
faithfully taught and faithfully pracƟced, without human modi-
ficaƟon.  – DS 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 



4 

Derrick & Jimmie Banks, upon the passing of 
their sister, Stephanie Williams, on Tuesday, 
December 30.  

Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 
Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 
Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Samuel Williams 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Dianne Halenda improving aŌer many months of blood clot issues 

Tiffany Mayes thyroid biopsy on January 6 

Owen Miley hospitalized last week, doing beƩer now 

Jackie Stout Gardens Court, rehab for broken leg 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Barbara Coe Linda Coe’s mother, issues as Alzheimer’s progresses 

Garry Lyons Gwen Lyons’ brother, recovering from heart surgery 



5 

Sunday, January 4 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, January 11 
♦ Jr. High & Sr. High Family Devo aŌer morning worship.  

Bring a potluck dish to share.  See Robert Lupo for more 
details.  

 
Sunday, January 18 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
 
Sunday, January 25 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
 
Sunday, February 1 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
 

Sunday, January 4 
♦ Young Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in Adult 3.  All 

young adults are encouraged to join as we conƟnue our 
study on “Fundamentals of the Faith.” 

 
Monday, January 5 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
 
Saturday, January 10 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Dan & 

Judie Jenkins.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Friday, January 30 
♦ Young Adult Game Night at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Nicole Freseman.  Bring finger foods, desserts, and 
drinks to share.  Please bring your favorite games too!  
See Ivan Villard for details.  

 
Saturday, February 21 
♦ Chill & Grill Day hosted by the Young Adults at 2:00 

p.m. on the church property.  See Ivan for more details. 

Sunday, January 4 
♦ Every Member Present Sunday for Bible Class and Wor-

ship.  New plans for the new year will be presented, and 
every member is urged to be in aƩendance.  Let’s start 
the new year together!  

♦ MeeƟng of All PBL Men at 5:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 

♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Monday, January 5 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, January 6 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Saturday, January 10 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 

Sunday, January 11 
♦ PBL Family Photos Updated. If you’ve never had your 

photo taken in the Family Room, if your photo needs to 
be updated, or if you have been personally contacted, 
please have your photo taken aŌer morning services or 
before evening services by Mike Erickson in the Family 
Room.  

 
Saturday, January 17 
♦ New Member’s Banquet at 6:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. See Tim or Beth Fry for more details.  Please 
RSVP to the church office (office@pblcoc.org). 

 
Saturday, January 24 
♦ Ladies’ Day hosted by Liberty City from 8:00 a.m. unƟl 

noon.  Lunch will be served following the lesson.  This 
year’s theme is “The Growing Power of Spirituality.” See 
the bulleƟn board for more details. 

 
Sunday, January 25 
♦ Mission Sunday.  Every dollar given will be used for 

mission work.  Be preparing for it! Be praying about it!  
♦ EDP MeeƟng at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room. 
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January 
January 1: Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:15-18;  
Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 Peter 1:18-21; Revelation 13:8 
The Eternality and Divinity of Jesus Christ 
 

January 2: Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; 49:10;  
Exodus 12:5, 13, 21-27, 46 
Prophecies About Christ in Genesis, Exodus 
 

January 3: Num. 21:4-9; Deut. 18:15-19; 2 Sam. 7:12-16 
Prophecies About Christ in Num., Deut., 2 Samuel 
 

January 4: Psalm 2:1-9; 16:9-11 
Prophecies About Christ in Psalms (Part 1) 
 

January 5: Psalm 22:1-21 
Prophecies About Christ in Psalms (Part 2) 
 

January 6: Psalm 22:22-31 
Prophecies About Christ in Psalms (Part 3) 
 

January 7: Psalm 34:20; 40:6-8; 41:9; 68:18; 69:21; 78:1-2;  
110:1-4; 118:22-26 
Prophecies About Christ in Psalms (Part 4) 
 

January 8: Isaiah 2:2-4; 6:9-10; 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-2, 10 
Prophecies About Christ in Isaiah (Part 1) 
 

January 9: Isaiah 35:4-10; 40:3-5, 10-11; 42:1-9; 43:11 
Prophecies About Christ in Isaiah (Part 2) 
 

January 10: Isaiah 50:5-6; 52:13-53:12 
Prophecies About Christ in Isaiah (Part 3) 
 

January 11: Isa. 61:1-2; Jer. 31:31-34; Dan. 2:44; 7:13-14 
Prophecies About Christ in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel 
 

January 12: Hosea 11:1; Joel 2:28-32; Micah 4:1-2; 5:2;  
Zech. 6:12-13; 9:9; 11:12-13; 12:10; 13:6-7; Mal. 3:1; 4:5-6 
Prophecies About Christ in the Minor Prophets 
 

January 13: Luke 1:1-4 
Luke’s Preface and Purpose Statement 
 

January 14: John 1:1-18 
The Pre-Existence and Eternality of Christ 
 

January 15: Matthew 1:1-17 
The Genealogy of Jesus Through Joseph 

January 16: Luke 3:23-38 
The Genealogy of Jesus Through Mary 
 

January 17: Luke 1:5-10 
Introduction to Zacharias and Elizabeth: John’s Parents 
 

January 18: Luke 1:11-25 
The Angel Gabriel Announces John’s Birth to Zacharias 
 

January 19: Luke 1:26-38 
The Announcement of the Birth of Jesus to Mary 
 

January 20: Luke 1:39-45 
Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 

January 21: Luke 1:46-56 
Mary’s Song of Praise 
 

January 22: Luke 1:57-66 
The Birth and Naming of John the Baptist 
 

January 23: Luke 1:67-80 
The Prophecy of Zacharias 
 

January 24: Matthew 1:18-25 
The Announcement of the Birth of Jesus to Joseph 
 

January 25: Luke 2:1-7 
The Birth of Jesus 
 

January 26: Luke 2:8-20 
Shepherds Visit Baby Jesus 
 

January 27: Luke 2:21-24 
Jesus Is Circumcised and Presented to the Lord 
 

January 28: Luke 2:25-39 
Simeon and Anna Praise God for Jesus 
 

January 29: Matthew 2:1-12 
Wise Men Visit Jesus 
 

January 30: Matthew 2:13-23 
Jesus’ Family Flees to Egypt, Then Settles in Nazareth 
 

January 31: Luke 2:40-52 
Jesus’ Visit to the Temple at Age 12 and Growth into 
Manhood 
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 There will be a New Member’s Banquet on Saturday, 
January 17 at 6:00 p.m. in the Family Room. ALL members are 
encouraged to aƩend, but this is especially for those who have 
become members since January 2025.  Please RSVP to the 
church office (office@pblcoc.org).  See Tim or Beth Fry for 
more details. 

LOCAL VISITORS: Ms. Gloria Coates; Mrs. Tangela Jackson; Mr. 
Ron Jenkins; Mr. James Lang; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Sharon 
Mann; Mr. & Mrs. Rai & Ashley Masuda; Ms. Jevanye Morrell; 
Mr. & Mrs. Weston & Megan NesbiƩ. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Shea & Jordan Brown, 
Jackson, TN; Mr. & Mrs. Billie & Linda Bryant, Middleburg, FL; 
Ms. Nellie Clayton, Lauderhill, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Eric & Latacia 
Clayton, Florence, SC; Mr. & Mrs. JusƟn & Sharah Collier, Chap-
el Hill, NC; Mr. Brad Collier, PaƩerson, GA; Mr. & Mrs. MaƩ & 
Debbie Cox, Grove City, OH; Mr. & Mrs. Christopher & Janie 
Flournoy, Lauderhill, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Grant & Kathryn Fuller, 
PlantaƟon, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Daniel & Kay Jenkins, Milan, TN; Mr. 
Mark Lester, Orlando, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Lisa Lewis, 
Humboldt, TN; Mrs. Jacqueline Parker, Ringgold, GA; Miss Sa-
rah Ramer, Sebring, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Kristen Reames, 
Franklin, TN; and Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Beth Rosenblum, 
Huntsville, AL.  

Tuesday, January 6th 
Joe Maloney 
 
Wednesday, January 7th 
Willie & Giselle Smith (Ann.) 
Lucy Bond 
Sandy Colage 

Friday, January 9th 
MaƩhew & Kasandra Jones (Ann.) 
Brenda Collier 
 
Saturday, January 10th 
Crystal Burroughs 
Marjorie Ruiz-Carmona 
 

Sunday,  
December 28 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, January 4 
 Singing .................................. Robert Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ................ Freddie Gadson 
 Scripture Reading.................. David Brown 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ....................... Paul Metzkes 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .......................... Phil Porter 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Buonadonna Ken Gonsalves 
  Addison Collins Dan McLeod 
  Mike Damron Darin Summerlot 
  Gorman Ericksen Dirk Summerlot 

Sunday Evening, January 4 
 Singing ................................. Ivan Villard 
 Opening Prayer ...................... Dan Fuller 
 Scripture Reading ........... Daniel Wagner 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ........................ David Lord 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ........... Douglas Alvarenga 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Israel Cuevas Rick Price 
 
Audio this week: Ricky Smith 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Rick Price 

Wednesday Evening, January 7 
 Singing ............................. Jimmie Banks 
 InvitaƟon ...................... Stephen Beliech 
 Family Prayer .................... Victor Colage 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Rick Hall & Bobby Shelton 
Safety Team for this week: Darin Summerlot 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Dec 28 Nov Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 156 164 
 Sun. AM Worship 265 239 
 Sun. PM Worship 109 103 
 Wed. Bible Study 106 116 
ContribuƟon $15,780 $16,532 

2025 Weekly Budget: $16,803 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $4 
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Front Cover:  John & Sue Hoelzer 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


