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God	Is	Not	a	“Heavenly	Riddler”	
 SomeƟmes I stand in awe of how 
clearly and simply God reveals truth to us 
and how oŌen we fail to see it. God loves us 
so much that He gave His Son to save us, and 
He is not trying to make the path to heaven 
hidden in some mysƟcal way. He gives us 
deep, profound truth about so many things, 

but He reveals the truth about salvaƟon in words that every-
man can understand it. 
 How could Adam and Eve not understand 
what God wanted them to do to maintain the amaz-
ing relaƟonship with Him inside the Garden of Eden? 
He told them that they could eat of every tree in that 
garden except one. The consequences of not doing 
what He said would be death. He did not hide truth 
from them. It was so plainly stated. 
 The same is true of His instrucƟons to Noah. He de-
scribed the ark, giving simple truths about its material, its di-
mensions, its interior design and the specific number and na-
ture of the animals to be taken into the ark. He is not trying to 
hide truth, but to reveal it. 
 If you had been Abraham, would you have been able 
to understand God when He told him to offer his son as a sacri-
fice? Take your son, Isaac, to a specific mountain and there 
burn him as an offering. There may be thoughts we have about 

By Dan Jenkins 

this when we first hear the story, but never overlook the fact 
that God gave simple commands to reveal to Abraham words 
so simple that even a child can understand them. God is not 
trying to trick us by hiding truth.  
 This most important quesƟon that we all must face 
was asked by the prophet Micah in his message to the Jews. 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself be-
fore the High God” (Mic. 6:6). He suggests possible answers 

which might be given. Should he bring burnt offer-
ings like a young calf? Should he bring thousands of 
rams? Should he bring ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Should he bring his son, like Abraham did, to offer 
him to God as a sacrifice for his sins?  His answer to 
these quesƟons shows what the Jews had leŌ out of 
their service to God. If you want to know God’s an-
swer, read the rest of that paragraph. God was not 

trying to hide the answer in a mysƟcal, theologically perceived 
way. God is not a “Heavenly Riddler” who hides truth. He gives 
simple answers in simple words that all can understand. 
 God alone reveals the path to Him. Do you know what 
He wants you to do? Does He reveal you must believe? What 
about repentance? What about confessing Jesus? What about 
bapƟsm? Read His simple answers in Hebrews 11:6; Acts 17:30; 
Romans 10:9; Acts 2:38; 22:16. What you hear on TV may not 
be the way. God never gave the sinner’s prayer as the way! 

God is not a 
“Riddler” who 
hides truth in 
some mysƟcal 
maze of words 

The	Essentiality	of	Baptism	in	Acts	2:38	Is	Inescapable		
 Contortionists are often a favorite 
act at a circus, as they often twist themselves 
into reality-defying shapes and positions.  
While that is entertaining, it is anything but 
entertaining when some individuals today 
are like contortionists when it comes to the 
subject of the essentiality of baptism for sal-

vation—they twist themselves into reality-defying positions to 
avoid the truth so plainly taught in Scripture.  Let’s 
examine the teaching of one verse—Acts 2:38. 
 The essentiality of baptism for salvation is 
the answer that Jesus commanded to give.  The rea-
son that Peter included baptism in Acts 2:38 is be-
cause Jesus’ Great Commission demands baptism to 
be made a disciple (Matt. 28:19), to enter a new rela-
tionship with God (Matt. 28:19) and to be saved from 
sins (Mark 16:16).  Peter could not leave baptism out in re-
sponse to the question of “What to do” (Acts 2:37) and be 
faithful to the requirements given by the Savior and Lord.  
That’s why he preached that baptism must be done “in the 
name of Jesus Christ”—His authority demands it (Matt. 28:18). 
 The essentiality of baptism for salvation is just as es-
sential was the essentiality of repentance.  Jesus had also com-
manded repentance for salvation in the Great Commission 
(Luke 24:47).  So, under direct guidance of the Holy Spirit (Acts 

2:1-4; John 14:26; 16:13), Peter gave heaven’s answer to the 
question, and he used the coordinating conjunction “and” to 
inseparably tie repentance and baptism together as equally 
grammatical, equally weighted, equally essential conditions to 
obtain forgiveness of sins.  One cannot successfully argue that 
baptism is not essential without logically also removing repent-
ance as essential.  God made the two stand or fall together. 
 The essentiality of baptism for salvation is demanded 

by the use of the preposition “for.”  The Holy Spirit 
chose a specific word to show the God-given purpose 
of baptism—it is “in order to” obtain the forgiveness 
of sins.  The Greek word “eis” means “motion into a 
thing, entrance into, purpose, direction toward a 
goal.”  Jesus used the very same sentence structure 
in Matthew 26:28, when He said that His blood was 
“shed for many for the remission of sins.”  His blood 

was NOT shed because sins had already been forgiven (as 
many want to argue that baptism is done when sins are al-
ready forgiven), but Jesus used the same word to say that His 
blood was being shed “in order to” forgive sins, denoting direc-
tion toward a goal, emphasizing the purpose. 
 To argue that baptism is not essential to obtaining 
forgiveness of sins requires one to twist himself into positions 
and arguments that defy the clear teaching of Scripture.  Let us 
stay true to God’s Word and simply speak as the Bible speaks.  

By David Sproule 

The essenƟality 
of bapƟsm is the 

answer Jesus 
commanded 

to give. 
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A	Lesson	from	Paul’s	Greetings	
 Let’s face it. There are some sec-
Ɵons of Scripture we tend to skip over. Prob-
ably the most successful ender of Bible read-
ing plans are the genealogies in Genesis. And 
second place would certainly go to the enƟre 
book of LeviƟcus. But, if we let our aversion 
to these less-than-thrilling secƟons of Scrip-

ture rule our studies, we would miss a great wealth of details 
regarding the history and context of the Lord’s plan 
of salvaƟon. 
 There is yet another secƟon of Scripture 
that tends to get a similar treatment. At the end of 
several of Paul’s leƩers, he includes personal 
greeƟngs to his companions. And in Philippians 4:21, 
Paul sends greeƟngs to the saints in Philippi. In Co-
lossians 4:15, he greets the brethren in Laodicea, 
Nymphas, and the church in his house. These secƟons are 
oŌen sped through or skipped enƟrely because they lack the 
density of doctrine found in the rest of the leƩers. But, there 
are lessons to be learned from Paul’s greeƟngs. 
 In Romans 16, we find Paul’s most extensive list of 
personal greeƟngs. In this passage, he acknowledges 29 unique 
individuals. He menƟons them by name, acknowledges their 
relaƟonships, and commends their efforts for the cause of 
Christ. And, aŌer sending all these personal greeƟngs, Paul 

commands them to do likewise. He says, “Greet one another 
with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you” (v. 16). 
 How oŌen do we think of the importance of greeƟng 
one another? And as Paul demonstrated, we’re not just talking 
about a quick “Hi, how are you?” GreeƟng one another like 
Paul did strengthens our bond in Christ. 
 When we remember each other by name, we show 

our brethren that they have a real idenƟty in our 
lives. Memorizing names takes Ɵme and effort. If we 
take that Ɵme, it will endear us to one another. 
 When we acknowledge our relaƟonships 
with each other, we show that our journey together 
has meaning. Paul referred to Rufus’ mother in verse 
14 as a mother of his own. In the church, we build all 
kinds of levels of familiarity with each other. Ac-
knowledging our relaƟonships helps us to remember 

where we’ve been and where we stand together. 
 When we commend each other’s efforts, we show 
graƟtude for the work that is being done in the church. We all 
need encouragement. The word “edify” is found about 39 
Ɵmes in the New Testament. Showing graƟtude for a specific 
work of a brother is an one easy way to build them up. 
 Do you know someone that could use a greeƟng from 
you? How can you edify your brethren today? 

By Robert Lupo 

GreeƟng one  
another like Paul 
did strengthens 

our bond in 
Christ. 

The difference 
 
To say that I have spoken to hundreds of people about their 
marriage situaƟon is not an overstatement.  It is almost a 
weekly occurrence to receive an email or a phone call with 
quesƟons about marriage, divorce and remarriage.  My heart 
aches for every single one of them.  But here is something I 
have noƟced.  Every person who has contacted me can fit into 
one of two categories. 
 
The first category is made up of those who are 
absolutely determined to follow Scripture with-
out any possible deviaƟon, and they are 
wanƟng to make sure that their decisions will 
not violate God’s will one iota.  The second cat-
egory is made up of those who seem to be looking for a loop-
hole in God’s Word, and they are convinced that God wants 
them to be happy, even if it involves a decision that is not ex-
actly in line with Scripture. 
 
Here's the point of this arƟcle.  Those two categories actually 
describe every ChrisƟan.  There are those who are eagerly set 
on doing exactly what God says, and there are those who want 
to see how close they can get to the edge and sƟll be ok.  
Which one are you?  – DS  

The war that maƩers! 
 
With 24-hour news today and immediate informaƟon available 
on every possible desired detail of any event, we quickly get 
absorbed (if we so desire) into current events, especially when 
it involves war (or war-like acƟvity).  It becomes all we can 
think about, talk about, pray about, etc.   
 

What’s interesƟng is that as spectators, none of 
us is privy to all the reasons or all the ins-and-
outs of the decisions of war.  But we think we 
know enough to comment like we know it all.  
The truth is that we only know bits and pieces. 
 
The reality is that there is a much more devas-

taƟng war that’s going on!  The stakes are much higher!  And, 
it’s a war in which we are inƟmately familiar with every possi-
ble detail!  The devil has aƩacked us and engaged in a “war 
against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11).  Your eternal desƟny is at stake 
(Jas. 1:13-16).  You are not a spectator—you are the target!  
Put on your armor (Eph. 6:10-18).  Listen to your Commander 
(Ecc. 12:13).  Engage the enemy (Jas. 4:7).  Become absorbed 
in every detail (2 Cor. 2:11).  Win the war (1 John 4:4; 5:1-5).  – 
DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Dianne Halenda pain, swelling in legs & back 

Jackie Stout  trouble walking 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 
Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 
Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Samuel Williams 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Jimmie Banks JFK Medical Center, medical tests, awaiƟng procedure 

Maria Hackshaw undergoing medical tesƟng 

Charlene Knowles flu and breathing treatments 

Isolyn Sinclair dealing with the flu 

Amy West undergoing medical tests, awaiƟng surgery  

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Carmen Dussard Isolyn Sinclair’s sister, dealing with several health issues 

Ann Freseman Nicole Freseman’s mother, La Posada, rehab aŌer a fall 

Beverly Michaelian Lynne Jorgensen’s mother, Jupiter Medical Ctr, flu 

JeaneƩe Volker Tom DiNeƩa’s sister, tests on a growth on her pancreas 

CurƟs White BeƩy White’s brother, health issues and complicaƟons 

Mario Moss Marcia Clough-Moss’ husband, abdominal pain/swelling 

David Findley Maria Hackshaw’s father, hospital with kidney disease 



5 

Sunday, March 8 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, March 15 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
♦ Jr. High Family Devo aŌer evening worship at the home 

of Stephen & Carolina Beliech.  Bring drinks and des-
serts to share.  See Robert Lupo for more details. 

 
Sunday, March 29 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Family Lunch aŌer morning wor-

ship in the Family Room. All Youth and Young Adult 
families are invited to have lunch together and prepare 
adverƟsing packages for this year’s VacaƟon Bible 
School.  Cost is $5 per person (age 5 & up); kids under 5 
are free. Please RSVP by March 25 and pay Ivan Villard 
(cash or venmo @Ivan-Villard-1).  

Saturday, March 14 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Estepha-

ny Hernandez.  Dinner will be provided.  Please bring 
desserts and drinks.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 

 
Sunday, March 29 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Family Lunch aŌer morning wor-

ship in the Family Room. All Youth and Young Adult 
families are invited to have lunch together and prepare 
adverƟsing packages for this year’s VacaƟon Bible 
School.  Cost is $5 per person (age 5 & up); kids under 5 
are free. Please RSVP by March 25 and pay Ivan Villard 
(cash or venmo @Ivan-Villard-1).  

 
Friday, April 17 
♦ Young Adult Mini-Golf & Ice Cream at 7:00 p.m. at 

Lighthouse Cove Adventure Golf at Abacoa (1145 Main 
Street, Jupiter 33458). See Ivan Villard for more details.  

 
Saturday, April 18 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. on the church property.  

See Ivan Villard for details. 

Sunday, March 8 
♦ Daylight Saving Time Begins.  Set your clocks ahead 

one hour. 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Monday, March 9 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Tuesday, March 10 
♦ Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Saturday, March 14 
♦ CongregaƟonal Work Day from 9:00 a.m. unƟl noon.  

Please see Tim Fry or Ivan Villard for more details.  
 
Wednesday, March 18 
♦ Prayer MeeƟng to prepare for Good News Weekend.   

Grades 5 & under will have regular classes. 
 
Friday-Sunday, March 20-22 
♦ Good News Weekend with JusƟn Rogers.  The theme is 

“God Is S ll Here.” See page 6 for the full schedule. 

Saturday, March 28 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 
 
Sunday, March 29 
♦ EDP Bible Study & Fellowship at 4:30 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
♦ Young Men ConducƟng Evening Services.  See Robert 

Lupo for details. 
 
Sunday-Wednesday, March 29-April 1 
♦ Gospel MeeƟng hosted by Sebring Parkway each night 

at 7:00 p.m. (Monday-Wednesday).  Dan Jenkins will be 
speaking on “The Seven Most Important Ques ons.” 

 
Saturday, April 4 
♦ Widows & Widowers Gathering.  LocaƟon and Ɵme 

TBD.  See John Hoelzer for details. 
 
Monday, April 6 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
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Friday, March 20 
 6:00 p.m. Dinner       
 7:00 p.m. God Still Sees  
 

Saturday, March 21 
 6:00 p.m. Dinner  
 7:00 p.m. God Still Shows 
 

Sunday, March 22 
 9:00 a.m. God Still Speaks 
10:00 a.m. God Still Saves 
11:30 a.m. Potluck Lunch     
12:45 p.m. God Still Strengthens 

Justin Rogers 
Henderson, TN 
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To my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 I just want to take the Ɵme to thank everyone for 
their prayers, phone calls and visits. I was grateful at this Ɵme 
when I needed it, as well comforƟng my wife too.  
    Jimmie Banks 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Terrence Breaux; Ms. Helen Knight; Mr. 
James Lang; Mr. Mark Lester; Ms. Tiffany McIntosh; Ms. D.L. 
Moore; Ms. Staci Young; and Ms. Derwesha Young. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. MaƩhew Brown, Heiskell, TN; 
Mr. Geoffrey Brown, Miramar, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Terry & Regina 
Crews, St. Albans, MO;  Mr. & Mrs. Corey & Kelly Hansen, Bed-
ford, TX; Ms. Pat Harrington, Gladwin, MI; Mr. & Mrs. Keith & 
Susan Joy, Vero Beach, FL; Mrs. Jacqueline Parker, Ringgold, 
GA; and Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Bren TruiƩ, LiƩleton, CO. 

Monday, March 9th 
Bonnie Quigley 
Samuel Williams 
 
Thursday, March 12th 
Jim & Robin Davis (Ann.) 

Friday, March 13th 
Vivian Blackmer 
 
Saturday, March 14th 
Mike Erickson 
 

Sunday,  
March 1 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, March 8 
 Singing .................................. Robert Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ................ Dirk Summerlot 
 Scripture Reading............. Freddie Gadson 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ....................... Paul Metzkes 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .......................... David Lord 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Buonadonna Rick Hall 
  Gorman Ericksen Can Margarini 
  Ed Gager Bobby Shelton 
  Ken Gonsalves CrisƟan Suarez 
 

Sunday Evening, March 8 
 Singing ................................. Ivan Villard 
 Opening Prayer ...................... Dan Fuller 
 Scripture Reading ....... Chuck Reeves, Jr. 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .............. Darin Summerlot 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ........... Douglas Alvarenga 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  David Perez Daniel Wagner 
 
Audio this week: David Brown 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: ScoƩ Studer 

Wednesday Evening, March 11 
 Singing ............................... Dan McLeod 
 InvitaƟon ................................ Dan Fuller 
 Family Prayer ....................... Ivan Villard 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Mike Damron & Gary Jenkins 
Safety Team for this week: Addison Collins 

Service Coordinator: 
Eugene Williams 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Mar. 1 Feb. Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 162 142 
 Sun. AM Worship 229 241 
 Sun. PM Worship 105 106 
 Wed. Bible Study 115 118 
 ContribuƟon $18,229 $17,099 

2026 Weekly Budget: $17,161 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $3,980 
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Front Cover:  Cindy Nelson & Kayleigh Higbee 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


