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When	Isaac	Asks,	“Why	Are	You	Killing	Me?”	
 SomeƟmes we fail to understand 
faith and the role that it plays in our lives. 
Thankfully, the Bible describes the source of 
our faith as coming from what God says. Paul 
says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
This is why the Great Commission Jesus gave 

just before His ascension is so important. He told the apostles 
to preach the gospel to every creature, and those 
who heard the message and believed it and were 
bapƟzed would be saved (Mark 16:15-16). Faith, 
trusƟng in God, is our response to His plan and why it 
is so important to see the role it plays. 
 Faith does not come because we have used 
our own minds to find God. However, to know only 
intellectually what God wants to do is far different 
from trusƟng with all our hearts and doing what He says, even 
if we may have no other reason for doing it. SomeƟmes small 
children can understand intellectually and see why they should 
obey parents. When a parent tells a child to be watchful and 
careful about walking down steps, a child can understand what 
mom or dad said. They may not know the “why” unƟl they 
ignore what was said, and aŌer tumbling down those steps, 
they begin to listen when told not to touch a hot stove. Faith is 
trusƟng and doing what a parent says, even though we are too 
young to comprehend anything about hot stoves.  

By Dan Jenkins 

 Faith in God is not seen when we only do those things 
we can comprehend why God wants us to do it. The faith of 
Abraham is seen most vividly when he takes Isaac, binds him 
up, places him on an altar and raises the knife to kill him (Gen. 
22). Abraham is not doing this horrendous act because Abra-
ham understands why he is doing it. Had Isaac asked him why 
are you doing this, there is just one answer. You know what 
that answer is, and it is someƟmes the one answer we can give 

for some things we do in serving God. Abraham’s 
faith and our faith is seen most vividly when we re-
spond with one answer, “Because God told me to.” 

 AŌer God intervened and kept Isaac from 
being killed, He said, “Now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from Me” (v. 12). God knew and Abraham knew. We 
also read this, and we know about faith and its place 

in our salvaƟon and the vital role it plays in our obedient ser-
vice to God.   

 Why do we dip people in water? Why do we eat un-
leavened bread? Why do we give back to God what is already 
His? Why do we turn the other cheek? Why do we love our 
enemies? Why do we…? Why do we…? Why do we…? The one 
answer is the same one Abraham had—because this is what 
God told me to do!  And these nine words define faith. Faith is 
doing what He told me to do every Ɵme, all the Ɵme! 

These nine 
words answer 

the quesƟon as 
to why we do 
what we do 

Personally	Imposed	Distractions		
 Some distractions are unavoidable 
and created by others—like when someone 
literally gets in your face.  Other distractions, 
even if created by others, are easier to disre-
gard and can be managed, if we try.  So, 
think about a place where distractions exist 
but we wish they didn’t—in a worship as-

sembly.  But, how many of the distractions are self-imposed?  
Or, how many could we control, if we tried? 
 Imagine being a Jew at the temple, with the 
sound, smell and sight of animals being slaughtered.  
Could that distract you from worshiping God?  Imag-
ine the sight of the priest with blood on his hands 
and his garment.  Distracting?  Imagine the delay 
when older priests took longer to carry out their du-
ties than others.  Are you distracted?  Imagine being 
outside in the temple court, exposed to the elements and deal-
ing with uncomfortable temperatures or precipitation.  Would 
that distract your mind from staying focused?  It could have a 
real negative impact on you, if you allowed it. 
 What about in our modern worship assemblies?  Do 
the sounds and sights of crying babies or the ruckus caused by 
children distract you from worshiping God?  Do the members 
constantly on their phones and not paying attention or really 
engaging in worship distract you?  Does what the men leading 

in worship are wearing distract you?  Do the mannerisms or 
efforts of older men leading in worship distract you?  Do the 
mannerisms or efforts of younger men leading in worship dis-
tract you?  Does the temperature of the auditorium distract 
you?  Does the length of the comments before the Lord’s Sup-
per distract you?  Does the song selection distract you?  Does 
the length of the sermon or the service itself distract you?   
 Can I encourage you to read through that list again?  

Can I ask you to add other things to the list that have 
been common distractions for you in worship? 
 Then, can I ask you—how many of these 
distractions are self-imposed?  (There are several on 
that list which are choices one makes, not actual dis-
tractions.)  Can I ask you—how many of these dis-
tractions could be controlled by your mind, if you 
really tried?  The mind is powerful, even able to dis-

regard crying babies and noisy kids.  After you have whittled 
away at your list of “distracting things” in worship, how many 
actual distractions are left? 
 Some distractions can be overcome by sitting up 
front, or by pouring yourself deeply into the worship, or by 
bringing stray thoughts into captivity and control.  Whatever 
may be distracting you from throwing your whole “heart” and 
self into worshiping God (Col. 3:14-17, 23), may I encourage 
you to identify it, evaluate it and work fervently to eliminate it. 

By David Sproule 

Several are 
choices one 

makes, 
not actual 

distracƟons 
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Was	the	Serpent	Right?	
 Recently, there has been a trend 
amongst so-called “progressive ChrisƟans” to 
subvert plain Biblical teaching in various plac-
es in the Bible. They will make wild claims, 
like the word translated as “homosexual” in 
1 Corinthians 6:9 and 1 Timothy 1:10 mean-
ing something different, although the word 

literally means “a male who engages in sexual acƟvity with a 
person of his own sex.” 
 One passage that seems to come up a lot 
from these false teachers is Genesis 3. They claim 
that the serpent told the truth to Eve in verse 4 when 
he said, “You will not surely die.” They say that aŌer 
Adam and Eve took and ate of the fruit of the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they didn’t die, 
making God the liar, not Satan. You might ask, “What 
is their point in saying this?” The only goal is to cause true 
ChrisƟans to doubt the trustworthiness of the Bible. 
 So, what did happen in the Garden? Did Satan lie to 
Eve and tempt her to violate God’s command like we have 
been taught? Or, was the Serpent right all along? Well, as He-
brews 6:18 says, it is impossible for God to lie. So, there must 
be an explanaƟon. In fact, there are a few. 
 The first explanaƟon comes from the phrase God used 
in His command to Adam. In Genesis 2:16-17, God said to Ad-

am, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” This phrase lit-
erally means “dying you shall die.” The phrase does not neces-
sarily mean immediate death. Instead, it is emphasizing the 
certainty of death. And, in Genesis 5:5, this certainty came to 
pass when Adam was 930 years old. He surely died. 
 Secondly, Adam and Eve did, in fact, suffer an immedi-

ate death in the Garden. AŌer eaƟng the fruit, they 
hid from the presence of God (Gen. 3:8-10) and were 
ulƟmately expelled from the Garden (3:23-24). Death 
is a separaƟon. Usually, we mean the separaƟon of 
body and soul. But, in the Garden, man was separat-
ed from God because of his sin. As Paul explains in 
Ephesians 2:1, when you sin, you become “...dead in 
your trespasses and sins…” 

 Lastly, a physical death occurred that day as well. In 
Genesis 3:21, the Bible tells us that “...God made garment 
from skin...and clothed them.” Where did those skins come 
from? Isn’t it curious that in the same chapter that gives us the 
first prophecy of Jesus’ Plan of SalvaƟon (v. 15), we find the 
deaths of animals instead of sinful men. 
 God cannot lie. That serpent of old was always a de-
ceiver. But, our God has always been a redeemer. Though we 
were dead in sins, He made us alive in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:1). 

By Robert Lupo 

...when Adam 
was 930 years 
old. He surely 

died. 

Osmosis 
 
We used to joke around as kids about puƫng the school text-
book under our pillow at night and learning what we needed 
to know for the next day’s test by osmosis.  Well, it doesn’t 
take a genius to know that didn’t work.  Being in the proximity 
of the book that has informaƟon doesn’t actually convey the 
informaƟon.   
 
The same ought to be obvious to us as Chris-
Ɵans.  We are given the responsibility to “Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven” (MaƩ. 5:16).  God’s command makes 
that good and necessary for us to do, but simply 
being in the proximity of a ChrisƟan who has the informaƟon 
about Jesus Christ and eternal salvaƟon does not actually con-
vey that informaƟon to the hearts of those who need it.  
 
That’s why God told ChrisƟans to do more than be a good ex-
ample.  The lost will not learn the gospel by osmosis!  We must 
open our mouths and tell people the good news about Jesus 
Christ (Mark 16:15; 2 Tim. 2:2).  It's worth telling, for there is 
nothing more exciƟng and life-changing!  – DS  

The true sign of strength 
 
Do you ever get emoƟonally overloaded with the trials and 
hardships of life?  Then, do you ever get emoƟonally over-
overloaded when you look around at the dismal condiƟon of 
the sin-filled world around us?  Then, do you ever get emoƟon-
ally over-over-overloaded when unexpected challenges face 
your family?  Then do you ever get emoƟonally over-over-over

-overloaded when friends or family unload their 
troubles and complaints and issues on you?  
Have you ever reached a point where you were-
n’t sure how much more you could handle? 
 
Great!  You just passed the “I’m-Human-And-
Have-A-Heart Test”!  Now, here’s your prize.  

You don’t have to carry that load!  See if you noƟce two key 
words in these verses: “In EVERYTHING by prayer…let your 
requests be made known to God” (Phil. 4:6), “casƟng ALL your 
care upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Pet. 5:7).  Did you 
catch the key words? 
 
STOP trying to carry EVERYTHING that’s going on and ALL of 
your anxieƟes on your own!  Trust that when you “Cast your 
burden on the Lord” that “He shall sustain you” and “never 
permit [YOU!] to be moved” (Psa. 55:22).  – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 



4 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Dianne Halenda pain, swelling in legs & back 

Jackie Stout  trouble walking 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Kasandra Jones 
Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 
Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Samuel Williams 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Mike Archer recovering from a fall, injured his knee 

Jimmie Banks awaiƟng test results from his procedure 

Maria Hackshaw undergoing medical tesƟng 

Charlene Knowles flu and breathing treatments 

Carolyn Preston has been struggling with some health issues 

Amy West undergoing medical tests, awaiƟng surgery  

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Carmen Dussard Isolyn Sinclair’s sister, dealing with several health issues 

David Findley Maria Hackshaw’s father, pacemaker surgery 

Ann Freseman Nicole Freseman’s mother, La Posada, rehab aŌer a fall 

Beverly Michaelian Lynne Jorgensen’s mother, recovering at home 

Ornans Pierre JulieƩe Mauvais’ son, recovering from car accident 

Steve Stout Jackie Stout’s brother, in ICU and on a venƟlator 

JeaneƩe Volker Tom DiNeƩa’s sister, tests on a growth on her pancreas 

CurƟs White BeƩy White’s brother, health issues and complicaƟons 
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Sunday, March 15 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium.  
♦ Jr. High Family Devo aŌer evening worship at the home 

of Stephen & Carolina Beliech.  Bring drinks and des-
serts to share.  See Robert Lupo for more details. 

 
Sunday, March 29 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Family Lunch aŌer morning wor-

ship in the Family Room. All Youth and Young Adult 
families are invited to have lunch together and prepare 
adverƟsing packages for this year’s VacaƟon Bible 
School.  Cost is $5 per person (age 5 & up); kids under 5 
are free. Please RSVP by March 25 and pay Ivan Villard 
(cash or venmo @Ivan-Villard-1).  

♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 
the front of the auditorium.  

♦ Sr. High Devo aŌer evening worship at the home of Tim 
& Beth Fry.  See Robert Lupo for more details. 

 
Saturday, April 4 
♦ Sr. High Spring Formal.  See Robert Lupo for details. 

Sunday, March 29 
♦ Youth & Young Adult Family Lunch aŌer morning wor-

ship in the Family Room. All Youth and Young Adult 
families are invited to have lunch together and prepare 
adverƟsing packages for this year’s VacaƟon Bible 
School.  Cost is $5 per person (age 5 & up); kids under 5 
are free. Please RSVP by March 25 and pay Ivan Villard 
(cash or venmo @Ivan-Villard-1).  

 
Friday, April 17 
♦ Young Adult Mini-Golf & Ice Cream at 7:00 p.m. at 

Lighthouse Cove Adventure Golf at Abacoa (1145 Main 
Street, Jupiter 33458). See Ivan Villard for more details.  

 
Saturday, April 18 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. on the church property.  

See Ivan Villard for details. 
 
Friday, May 8 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 7:00 p.m.  LocaƟon TBD.  See Ivan 

Villard for details. 

Monday, March 16 
♦ No Monday Night Bible Study. 
 
Tuesday, March 17 
♦ Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Wednesday, March 18 
♦ Prayer MeeƟng to prepare for Good News Weekend.   

Grades 5 & under will have regular classes. 
 
Friday-Sunday, March 20-22 
♦ Good News Weekend with JusƟn Rogers.  The theme is 

“God Is S ll Here.” See page 6 for the full schedule. 
 
Monday, March 23 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Tuesday, March 24 
♦ Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Saturday, March 28 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 
 

Sunday, March 29 
♦ EDP Bible Study & Fellowship at 4:30 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
♦ Young Men ConducƟng Evening Services.  See Robert 

Lupo for details. 
 
Sunday-Wednesday, March 29-April 1 
♦ Gospel MeeƟng hosted by Sebring Parkway each night 

at 7:00 p.m. (Monday-Wednesday).  Dan Jenkins will be 
speaking on “The Seven Most Important Ques ons.” 

 
Monday, March 30 
♦ No Monday Night Bible Study. 
 
Saturday, April 4 
♦ Widows & Widowers Gathering.  LocaƟon and Ɵme 

TBD.  See John Hoelzer for details. 
 
Monday, April 6 
♦ Men’s Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church building.  All PBL 

men in Grades 9 and up are invited.   
♦ No Monday Night Bible Study. 
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Friday, March 20 
 6:00 p.m. Dinner       
 7:00 p.m. God Still Sees  
 

Saturday, March 21 
 6:00 p.m. Dinner  
 7:00 p.m. God Still Shows 
 

Sunday, March 22 
 9:00 a.m. God Still Speaks 
10:00 a.m. God Still Saves 
11:30 a.m. Potluck Lunch     
12:45 p.m. God Still Strengthens 

Justin Rogers 
Henderson, TN 
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 DL Moore placed membership on Sunday, March 8.   

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Joseph Dolan; Mr. Lawrence Gilmore; 
Ms. Sylvia Goldie; Miss Brendalis Irizarry; Mr. Kerry Krause; Mr. 
Mark Lester; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Sharon Mann; Ms. Tiffany 
McIntosh; Mrs. Nikki O’Hanlon; and Mr. Jim Shiver. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Al & Lisa Crandall, Jud-
sonia, AR; Mr. & Mrs. Terry & Regina Crews, St. Albans, MO; 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence & Lisa Freund, Brentwood, TN; Miss Ellie 
Hammond, Nashville, TN; Mr. Jeff Hammond, Brentwood, TN; 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig & Ronda Hammond, Brentwood, TN; Mr. & 
Mrs. Corey & Kelly Hansen, Bedford, TX; Ms. Patricia Harring-
ton, Gladwin, MI; Mr. & Mrs. Jay & Lori Nixon, Nashville, TN; 
Mr. Jerrold & Miss Brookelyn Pedigo, Murfreesboro, TN; and 
Mr. & Mrs. Buddy & Linda Williams, Nashville, TN. 

Sunday, March 15th 
Jamie Green 
 
Monday, March 16th 
Jim & Amelia Rogers (Ann.) 
Tim Cox 
Lynne Jorgensen 
 
Thursday, March 19th 
Kendall Gonsalves 

Thursday, March 19th (cont.) 
Dion Hayes 
Ricky Smith 
Jermaine Smith 
 
Saturday, March 21st 
Jack Holoman 
Yolanda Stewart 
David Whipple 
 

Sunday,  
March 8 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, March 15 
 Singing ................................... Gary Friedly 
 Lord’s Supper ........................... Kirk Crews 
 Singing 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Jeff Goodale 
 Scripture Reading.............. Islay Rodriguez 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ................... Daniel Wagner 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Casey Crews Michael Menendez 
  Connor Goodale Jim Rogers 
  Rick Hall Joseph Snyder 
  Jeff Leslie Marty Williams 

Sunday Evening, March 15 
 Singing ................................. Ivan Villard 
 Opening Prayer .................. John Hoelzer 
 Scripture Reading ............. Jimmie Banks 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ....................... Dan Jenkins 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .............. Eugene Williams 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Kameron Heitler John Patrick 
 
Audio this week: James Green 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Ed Gager 

Wednesday Evening, March 18 
 Singing ........................... Daniel Wagner 
 InvitaƟon ........................ Islay Rodriguez 
 Family Prayer .................... Paul Metzkes 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Kane Campbell & Michael Erickson 
Safety Team for this week: Vincent Rogers 

Service Coordinator: 
Mike Damron 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Mar. 8 Feb. Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 136 142 
 Sun. AM Worship 265 241 
 Sun. PM Worship 113 106 
 Wed. Bible Study 111 118 
 ContribuƟon $18,165 $17,099 

2026 Weekly Budget: $17,161 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $4,984 
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(Chart from World Video Bible School, wvbs.org) 

Front Cover:  Jimmie & Cheryl Banks 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


