Shepherds
Dan Fuller.......ccceceeeneneenene 685-4454
Dan McLeod..........ccceeverurennene 377-9988
Paul Metzkes.........cccccevvevenene 870-8042
*Phil Porter........ccccceveeveeenene 339-3662

*Chairman for the Month of August

Evangelists
Dan Jenkins .......ccccceeeeenvennen. 379-2325
David Sproule........ccccceceeeenene 301-2230
Robert LUPO .....ccccevveevveenveennen. 315-1411

David Brown ...972-7608
Victor Colage......ccoceeevuveeennnenn. 719-1490
Mike Erickson........cccccceeeenene 310-9916
Andres Fernandez.................. 768-3530
TIMFry oo 373-9121
Jeff Goodale.......cccevvennenene 261-1188
Rick Hall ...oooveeieeieeieeeee, 622-5131
Gary Jenkins... ...889-3585
Jeff Leslie. oo 744-3444
Buzz Nelson.........cccecervevueucnene 385-1588
Church Office
Phone......cccoevvevvecnncnnene. 561-848-1111
FaX..oeoeeereeeneeeeeereseeenes 561-848-1198
Website.......cccvevveenenn. www.pblcoc.org
E-mail...ccocuveieiiineanns office@pblcoc.org
Ivan Villard ......c.cccceevineniennene 667-8675

Cindy Nelson .......ccccceeevveerenne 801-9457
June Pack ...ceeeeeeceeeieesiennenns 627-5363
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—— NEW MEMBERS —

Carolyn DEem .....ccceeeeeereennceereenncreeennneeneennnenns

(Identified July 26)

Roderick McLeod ......cceeueeuernireirenrenrenceeneeneanses




Y- “' ""L We conclude this series of looking at
’ REN v;;l the seven churches of Asia, which were pre-
oA \"’Q . sented using a phrase from a movie several
o S %“% years ago. This phrase, “The Good, the Bad

R \ and the Ugly” seems to fit most of these

- A | churches. However, when we come to the

2 it St church in Laodicea, we changed the title and

created new “words” to describe it. There was nothing good to
be found in this church.

The city of Laodicea. It was not a well-

city, it became a rich city and a center of the financial
area around it. It was a center where garments were
manufactured that were worn in much of the Roman
Empire. It was also a city famous for eye salve which
brought healing. Needless to say, it was a city that
reflected its grandeur and glory.

The church in Laodicea, neither “hot nor cold.” In His
opening words Jesus describes this church and its lukewarm
service to Him. There was no major false doctrine which flour-
ished there. There were no major false teachers. It was a
church which still assembled, but assembling was the extent of
its spirituality. Tragically this describes many churches today
and far too many members of the church. Read His words
carefully.

One of our elders often includes in
his prayers a request to God to “build a
hedge around our families.” What a great,
heart-felt petition to make of our God on
behalf of our precious families! Do our fami-
lies need the protective hand of God around
them today? Perhaps more than ever! Does
the God of heaven love our families enough to answer that
request and encompass them with His divine protec-
tion? Of course, He does!

By David Sproule

Christians like
fortified city, but when Rome brought peace to the this make Him so
sick that He is
ready to vomit
them out

4 1 The Bad, The “More Badder” & the “Most Baddest”—Laodicea

“I could wish that you were cold or hot. So that be-
cause you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will vomit
you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3:16). Read them again. The Lord
would rather a Christian be cold—one who has totally left the
Lord—than one who comes to worship or serves Him when it
is convenient to come.

The Lord’s response to such level of devotion is that
Christians like this make Him so sick that He is ready to vomit
them out of His mouth. Read His words again and
soberly apply them to your devotion to Him.

The church in Laodicea did not see them-
selves as He saw them. They were satisfied and fool-
ishly thought they were rich, well-clothed, and had
no need to find ointments for their eyes. Jesus said
that they said, “l am rich, | have become wealthy and
have need of nothing.” Jesus said, “You are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked” (3:17). He then
offered them true riches, white heavenly garments to cover
their nakedness and salve for their spiritual blindness.

The letter to this church closes with a picture of Jesus
standing and knocking at the door of this church that had eve-
rything except Jesus. Today He stands at the door of the en-
trance to the heart of every lukewarm Christian, knocking and
wanting to gain entrance. Never lose sight of the fact that the
handle to open the door is on the inside of your heart!

" Build a Hedge Around Our Families (Part 1 of 2)

our children understand the power available to them in pray-
er? Do we surround our children with prayer—in their pres-
ence (so that they can hear us praying for them by name) and
out of their presence? The One to whom we pray, asking Him
into and all around our homes, “is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us” (Eph. 3:20). What a hedge that is!

God plants a hedge of protection around our families
with our help when we fill our homes with Scrip-
ture. If God’s Word, hidden in the heart of one of His

We know, when it comes to the planting Do not think children, can help that individual to “not sin against”
business of God’s people, that we are in this work Him (Psa. 119:11), then what about having God'’s
with the Lord Himself. Truly, “we are God’s fellow of a small Word hidden in the hearts of an entire family? Do
workers” (1 Cor. 3:9). As He plants, we plant. As we shrub you remember what God told the Israelites to do

plant, He plants. Christian homes belong to God, and

God belongs to Christian homes. With His help, how

can families work beside Him to plant a hedge of protection
around our homes and around our children?

God plants a hedge of protection around our families
with our help when we fill our homes with prayer. Prayeris a
direct line of communication with our Father in heaven, in
which He is invited into our homes and into any and every part
of our lives. Our homes should be filled with “praying always
with all prayer and supplication” (Eph. 6:18), pleading with Him
to “deliver [our families] from the evil one” (Matt. 6:13). Do

with His Word, in addition to putting them “in your

heart” (Deut. 6:6)? “Teach them diligently to your
children” all the time, and “bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates” (Deut. 6:7-9). Do we have Bible verses being heard
(through teaching or audio readings) and seen (in printed form
and living form) in our homes? What a hedge that provides!

When you think of a hedge around your family, do not
think of a small shrub. Think of a massive protective barrier
that reaches to heaven—because that’s where it originates.



Editing God

| saw a satirical article today about a
Bible that, if it were real, might have become
e the next best-selling edition of our sacred
text. The Babylon Bee article titled, “New
Progressive Bible Features Perforated Pages
for Easy Removal of Parts You Don’t Like,”
hilariously points out how so many people
treat the Word of God.

By Robert Lupo

Unfortunately, what The Bee calls satire is
not far from reality. In a viral speech made in April
2026, the so-called bishop Yvette Flunder of the Unit-

The Bible is not a

plainly, “...no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpre-
tation, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). God is the author, and He alone
decides how His Word is to be understood. In Matthew 28:18,
Jesus says, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth.” What man or woman can claim authority over
Christ?

God’s Word cannot be altered. He warns us to never
attempt to change it at the beginning, middle, and
end of the Bible. In Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:6,
and Revelation 22:18, the message is clear: do not

ed Church of Christ said, “We need a third testament tool for someone add to nor take away from what is written.

because the Bible has become problematic. ‘Slaves
obey your masters.” ‘Let the women keep silent in
churches.” We need to pull those pages out!” Sounds
like this would be the Bible for her.

But what this minister of Satan proclaims overtly is
what millions more will do with cleverly crafted language, by
relying on man-made traditions, or overriding it with whatever
they feel in their hearts. When they find something in the Bible
that disagrees with them, they will ignore it, shrug it off as a
relic of the past, claim, “That’s just your interpretation,” or
twist it to fit their preferences.

The Bible is not a tool for someone to use for their
own purposes. It is the Word of the living God. Peter tells us

to use for their
own devices.

As an example, consider the push to put
women in church leadership. The Bible has spoken
clearly on this matter. In 1 Timothy 2:12, Paul said,
“And | do not permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man, but to be in silence.” As Peter assured
us, this was not Paul’s idea. It is the Word that God moved him
to write. There is neither time nor context in which God’s
Word is not true. Therefore, no one may appoint a woman as a
bishop (elder) of the church.

Now, consider yourself. Do you take the whole of
Scripture as the Word of God, or are there pages in your Bible
you wish had a perforated edge? We must accept and submit
to the authority of the Scriptures (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Articles Published in PBL Family News Emails Last Week

Overheard: “Sunday is my only day off”

While sitting in a waiting room, | overheard two ladies speak-
ing about their weekend plans. One lady talked about going to
church on Sunday, but the other lady said, “I work six days a
week. Sunday is my only day off. | need a day for me. So, |
haven’t gone to church in years.” The first lady started to en-
courage the second lady, and then the nurse came out and
called my name. |did not get to see those la-
dies again.

But those words have been rattling in my mind
— “Sunday is my only day off. | need a day for
me.” | recognize that our lives are busy and
that work and other obligations can be quite
burdensome. But let us recall our very purpose for existence
in this life—God said, “I have created [them] for My glory” (Isa.
43:7). Having been “bought at a price,” “you are not your
own,” therefore, “glorify God” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

| realize that these words might be “easy for a preacher to
say,” but let us please be reminded what this life is all about—
it's all about Him (not me)! — DS

His own special people

When God brought Israel out of the bondage of Egypt, they
were not just one nation among many. They were, to God, “a
special treasure...above all people” (Ex. 19:5). Forty years lat-
er, He said it again: “...the Lord your God has chosen you to be
a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples
on the face of the earth” (Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18). Interesting-
ly, that was conditional, if they would “obey”
Him and “keep” His commandments” (Ex. 19:5).

When God brought you out of the bondage of
’sin, you were not just some randomly saved
person. You were, to God, a part of His blood-
bought church (Acts 20:28), for whom Christ
“gave Himself,” that He might “purify for Himself His own spe-
cial people” (Tit. 2:14). The church of the Bible (i.e., “the Israel
of God” today, Gal. 6:16) is “a people for God’s own posses-
sion” (1 Pet. 2:9, NASB). Being special to God today is condi-
tional, “teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the pre-
sent age” (Tit. 2:12).

Are you one of God'’s special people? What a thought—to be
special to God! — DS



Lucy Bond

Skye Brown
Sandy DeVall
Mary Beth Hester
Lynne Jorgensen
Haven O’Hanlon
Janice Osborne

Isolyn Sinclair

Pray for These PBL Members

severe pain in her back, may need surgery Ongoing Health Issues

recovering at home from her lung cancer surgery Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments

dealing with severe pain Judy Carmack chronic health issues

has the flu Dianne Halenda pain, swelling in legs & back
dealing with health issues Bill Ingram, Jr. advanced Alzheimer’s
seeing a specialist for her brain bleed John Loftis back pain, weakness

has been referred to a neurosurgeon Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments
struggling with pain in her knee Sherri Richmond  multiple health issues

Pray for These Relatives of PBL Members

Patterson Alexander Jean Archer’s brother, surgery to remove blood clot

Sharon Challiste
Lillian Cunningham
Tim Deem

Laura Griffin

Tania Llarena

Amy West undergoing chemo treatments
S 1 Willi Gard Medical Center, pain fi lIst
amuel Williams ardens Medical Center, pain from gallstones Pray for Our Shut-Ins
o M Millie Ames Sadie Myrie
e Lucy Bond, upon the passing of her brother, . .
€ o ¥Oour Gl Boyd Leigh Puckett
Clab Sympatﬁy Steve Shelton, on Monday in Virginia. orta oy clgh Flicke
N is extended to... Josie Dawson Don Seay
3 Zula Garrett Ricky Smedley
Loretta Holada Jackie Stout
—_— — y
Kasandra Jones Samuel Williams
Owen Miley Evetta Wilson

Maria Hackshaw’s sister, severe knee pain

Mary Brown'’s sister, leg procedure on August 6
Allison Roman’s brother, blood clots in both lungs
Jennifer Goodale’s mother, breast cancer

Islay Rodriguez’s sister, undergoing chemo for cancer

ted States
Apolegetics Presis
Robert €. Lupoe

Josh & Cara Blackmer



Sunday, August 9
+ Evening Worship at 6:00 p.m. in the Family Room.

Back-to-School Ice Cream Social after evening worship
in the Family Room. Bring ice cream, toppings and
drinks to share. Bring ice cream scoops, too. All mem-
bers are encouraged to come and enjoy this time of
fellowship!

Monday, August 10
+ NO Monday Night Bible Study. Resumes on August 24.

Tuesday, August 11
¢ Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3.

Wednesday, August 12

¢ Summer Series: “Because He Lives” at 7:00 p.m. Jr.
High, Sr. High and adults will meet in the Auditorium.
David Pharr will be speaking on “/ Know He Intercedes
for Me.”

Thursday-Monday, August 13-17
PBL Group to Polishing the Pulpit. See Jeff Leslie for
more details.

Church Family Calendaror E

Friday-Thursday, August 14-20

¢ Polishing the Pulpit in Sevierville, TN. Thousands of
Christians will gather in Sevierville, Tennessee for a time
to refresh, renew and recharge. Visit polishingthepul-
pit.com for details.

Tuesday, August 18
¢+ NO Tuesday Moring Bible Study.

Saturday, August 22
+ PBL Ladies’ Prayer Meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the Family
Room. See Maria Hackshaw for more details.

Friday, August 28
¢ Ladies’ Fellowship at 7:00 p.m. See Skye Brown or Alli-

son Roman for details.

Sunday, August 30

¢ PBL Family Photos Updated If you’ve never had your
photo taken in the Family Room, if your photo needs to
be updated, or if you have been personally contacted,
please have your photo taken after morning services or
before evening services by Mike Erickson in the Family
Room.

Sunday, August 9
¢+ Back-to-School Ice Cream Social after evening worship

in the Family Room. Bring ice cream, toppings and
drinks to share. Bring ice cream scoops, too. All mem-
bers are encouraged to come and enjoy this time of
fellowship!

Friday, September 11
¢+ Young Adult Devo at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mary
Brown. See Ivan Villard for more details.

Saturday, October 3
¢+ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Dirk &
Elizabeth Summerlot. See Ivan Villard for more details.

Saturday, October 24

¢ Young Adult Sunrise & Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. at Juno
Beach. Breakfast will be at Juno Beach Café. See Ivan
Villard for more details.

¢ Youth & Young Adult Costume Party at 6:00 p.m. All Jr.
High, Sr. High & Young Adults are invited. See Robert

K Lupo for more details.

r ‘YOUTH -

¢ Back-to-School Ice Cream Social after evening worship
in the Family Room. Bring ice cream, toppings and
drinks to share. Bring ice cream scoops, too. All mem-
bers are encouraged to come and enjoy this time of
fellowship!

Sunday, August 16

¢ Jr. High Family Devo after evening worship in the Family
Room. Bring drinks and desserts to share. See Robert
Lupo for more details.

Sunday, August 23
¢ His Kids Class Begins Again at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and
up. Meet in the front of the Auditorium.

Sunday, August 30

¢ His Kids Class 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up. Meet in the
front of the Auditorium.

¢+ Young Men Conducting Evening Services at 6:00 p.m.

¢ Sr. High Devo after evening worship. See Robert Lupo
for details.




“Responsibilities
of the Members
Toward the Elders”

by David Sproule

A. There are some general responsibilities that members have toward the elders.
1. They should have a working knowledge of the eldership as described in the N.T.
2. They should know the Scriptural designations for these men and their significance.
(a) The elders are “overseers.”
Therefore, the members (including each elder) are the “overseen.”
(b) The elders are “shepherds.”
Therefore, the members (including each elder) are the “sheep.”
They should be acquainted with the qualifications given in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.
They should recognize the authority inherent within the eldership.
5. They should realize the tremendous (and grave) responsibility of being an elder.
(a) Itis not an office of “privilege” with a lot of “perks.”
(b) It is not a popularity contest.
(c) Itis not a promotion for “well-behaved deacons.”
(d) Elders are men who are willing to make daily personal sacrifices for the sake of the king-
dom of God and the souls of the members.
6. They should recognize what the flock owes the shepherds.
7. They should trust their shepherds and follow their lead.
B. There are some specific responsibilities that members have toward the elders.
Members need to “know,” “respect” and “appreciate” the elders (1 Thess. 5:12)
Members need to “recognize” the elders are “over” them “in the Lord” (1 Thess. 5:12).
Members need to “esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake” (1 Thess. 5:13).
Members need to “be at peace among” themselves (1 Thess. 5:13).
Members need to “be submissive” to the elders (Heb. 13:17).
Members need to “obey” the elders (Heb. 13:17), respecting their authority.
Members need to “count” all elders worthy of “honor” (cf. 1 Tim. 5:17).
Members need to “count” full-time elders “worthy of double honor” (i.e., compensation) (1
Tim. 5:17-18; cf. 1 Cor. 9:9-14).
9. Members need to never accept “an accusation against an elder” from one person (1 Tim. 5:19).
10. Members need to be slow and cautious with criticism (1 Tim. 5:19).
11. Members need to follow the “example” of the elders (1 Pet. 5:3).
12. Members need to “consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith,” following
their steps to heaven (Heb. 13:7).
13. Members need to call the elders when in need (Jas. 5:14).
14. Members need to pray for the elders (1 Tim. 2:1-2).
15. Members need to make the work of elders a “joy” and not a “grief” (Heb. 13:17).
C. Members need to fulfill their responsibilities to the elders, just as much as the elders need to fulfill
their responsibilities to the members. For, it is all “to the Lord”!
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From “Fortifying Your Faith” (2017) by David Sproule (pages 151—152)
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“..always abounding in the work of the Lord...” (1 Cor. 15:58)

Members Traveling
this week

No wisdom,
no understanding,
no counsel
can avail against

the LORD,

Proverbs 21:30

— w‘i‘ =35

LOCAL VISITORS: Miss Jamie Lee Brown; Mr. & Mrs. Matthew
& Maria Brinckerhoff; Ms. Nancy Meyer; Mrs. Carmen Perez;

and Ms. Jean Powers.

OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mrs. Diane Burton, Elizabethtown,

KY; Mr. & Mrs. Jacob & Lauren Campbell, Pembroke Pines, FL;
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence & Lisa Freund, Brentwood, TN; Mr. &
Mrs. Jeff & Rosie Judd, Pembroke Pines, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Gepher
& Andrea Lopina, Cedar Key, FL; Mr. Madio Smith, Eight Mile
Rock, Grand Bahama; Mrs. Lenis Villard, Daytona Beach, FL;

Thank You Sundoy,

for worshiping with us

August 2

and Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Debi Watson, Searcy, AR.

Birthday

Monday, August 10th
Phil & Mary Porter (Ann.)
Paulette Cole

Loretta Holaday

R S .
‘Anniversaries

Tﬁls Week

Thursday, August 13th
DL Moore

Friday, August 14th

Dan McLeod Mike & Donna Erickson (Ann.)
Paul Metzkes
Cody Price Saturday, August 15th

Tim & Beth Fry (Ann.)
Wednesday, August 12th Buzz Nelson

Those to Serve

Loretta James

If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m.
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m.

Sunday Morning, August 9

SINGING veeveeeeieeeeeee e Gary Friedly
Opening Prayer......ccccoceveeennn. Troy Alberga
Scripture Reading.................. Casey Crews
Singing

Lord’s SUpper......cccceevvveeennnen. Gary Jenkins
Contribution

Singing

Sermon

Singing

Closing Prayer................. Connor Goodale

Serve at Table:

Kirk Crews Jeff Leslie
Kingsley Gardner John Patrick
James Green Jim Rogers
Todd Juckett Joseph Snyder

Service Coordinator:
Mike Damron

Sunday Evening, August 9

SINGING cvveeeeeeee e Robert Lupo
Opening Prayer.............. Islay Rodriguez
Scripture Reading......... Eugene Williams
Singing

Lord’s SUpper.....ccccceeevvnenne Jeff Goodale
Singing

Contribution

Singing

Sermon

Singing

Closing Prayer........cccceeuue.. John Hoelzer

Serve at Table:
Kameron Heitler  John Patrick

Audio this week: David Brown
Computer this week: Ivan Villard
Video this week: Scott Studer

Ushers for this week: Jimmie Banks & Michael Menendez
Safety Team for this week: Marty Williams

Wednesday Evening, August 12

SINGING wvveeeeeeeecieeeeeeen, Daniel Wagner
Invitation........cccceeeveeennnnn. Robert Lupo
Family Prayer ......cccoceeeieeeenns Jeff Leslie
Our Record
Attendance Aug 2 July Avg
Sun. Bible Study 153 146
Sun. AM Worship 249 223
Sun. PM Worship 97 109
Wed. Bible Study 107 115

Contribution  $18,367 516,288

2026 Weekly Budget: $17,161
Y-T-D Contribution-to-Budget: $8,627




Palm Beach Lakes
CHURCH orF CHRIST

4067 Leo Lane
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent.

N

EXIT
Northlake Blvd.
8 (N
ST leotane &
EXIT
Blue Heron Blvd. 76
S
Service Schedule
Sunday:
Bible Classes.......... 9:00 a.m.
Worship .............. 10:00 a.m.
Worship ................ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......... 7:00 p.m.

Front Cover: Astrid Menendez, Amelia Leslie, Lilly Villard & Lisa Metzkes
(and the Apostle Paul)

Summer Series Bible Study

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Because
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One More Lesson!

| Know
He Intercedes for Me

David Phar

Watch/Listen to

previous lessons /

www.pblcoc.org
YouTube
Spotify
Apple Podcast



