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Flood	Deaths	in	Nepal	and	Arizona	
 In the past few days, the news has 
so graphically depicted the devastaƟon in 
two separates areas of the earth. 
 In the mountainous area of Nepal, 
part of a glacier broke away from the rest of 
it. Whether it was caused by a small earth-
quake or not is immaterial. Shortly aŌerward 

in the amazing terrain of Nepal, the valleys were filled with a 
wall of water that crashed down from the heights. 
The wall of water, ice and mud was over 300 feet 
high. It was traveling at 105 mph. The exact number 
of deaths may never be known for it leŌ behind a 
valley where the mud was five feet high.  
 More recently, there was a flood in part of 
the Grand Canyon in Arizona. It was the result of just 
one inch of rain which flowed into the canyon and 
the water rose over nine feet in one hour. Those who were 
camping beside the Colorado River at the boƩom of the can-
yon were trapped. While the total number who were killed is 
meaningless compared to the thousands who died in Nepal, it 
does show what can happen so suddenly when there is a flood.  
 Neither of these are worthy to be compared to what 
happened in the Ɵme of Noah. No one knows the topography 
of the earth before the flood, but it all changed as Noah was in 
the ark. In the creaƟon, the Bible speaks of the firmament and 

By Dan Jenkins 

the water above and below the firmament. How could a world-
wide flood come in just forty days of rain? Part of the answer 
perhaps lies in the total amount water that was above the 
earth, both above and below the firmament.  
 The Bible menƟons another source. It speaks of the 
day the flood began and says, “On that day all the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were open. And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty 

nights” (Gen. 7:11-12). It then says, ”...the waters 
prevailed and greatly increased...and prevailed on 
the earth one hundred and fiŌy days” (Gen. 7:18, 
24). I am not sure how much water was in the 
“fountains of the great deep,” and I have no idea of 
how much water was above and below the firma-
ment. The water began rising as the rain began, but it 
increased for 110 days aŌer the rain stopped.  

 If an inch of rain in Arizona can produce rushing water 
nine feet high, imagine how much water there was in Noah’s 
day. A wall of water in Nepal 300 feet high amazes us, but it is 
nothing compared to what Noah saw. 
 Do not ever overlook the reason for the flood. God 
cannot allow evil to go on and on. There is another Ɵme before 
us when God’s judgment will come. The first judgment was 
water; the next judgment will be fire! Think about it! 

The first judg-
ment was water, 

the next judg-
ment will be fire. 

Think about it! 

“I’m	New	to	the	Bible—Where	Should	I	Start?”	
 The Bible is a big book.  My personal 
Bible has almost 1,100 pages of two columns 
of 9-point text size, with over 700,000 words.  
Yes, it’s a big book.  It’s not as big and com-
plicated as some medical textbooks, but 
some folks treat it like it is.  Still, it’s not a 
short story novel either.   

 Because it is a book big, it can be rather intimidating 
for folks who have never read it before (and even for 
some folks who have read it or have tried reading it).  
And that anxiety or uncertainty can sometimes cause 
us to avoid reading it or to make it harder than it 
actually is.  As a result, folks will often ask, “Where 
should I start?” 
 That’s an interesting question on the sur-
face.  With any other book, if someone asked where 
to start, we might think them strange.  “Where do you start 
nearly every other book on the planet?  Page 1.”  But the ques-
tion may be asked for a variety of reasons.  First, someone may 
ask because they are familiar enough with the Bible to know 
that there are different “parts” to it—two main sections, with 
66 sub-sections.  That may tell them that it might be beneficial 
or acceptable to start somewhere other than the first page.  
Or, someone may ask that question because they could be 
looking for a shortcut, thinking that someone who has read the 

Bible might be able to give them some insider information.  
Whatever the reason that the question is asked, I always enjoy 
hearing it. 
 My initial response is sometimes, “There’s no wrong 
place to start.”  That might catch some people off guard, and 
others might disagree heartily.  While I would not personally 
recommend this, I once heard of someone who answered the 
question by telling folks, who had never read the Bible before, 

to read the book of Revelation first.  I get it—it’s fun 
to read “the end” of the book first to know where 
everything is going.  But without some kind of Biblical 
foundation and recognition of Biblical terminology, 
that might be a particularly difficult place to start. 
 Could someone start on page one, read it 
from cover to cover, and benefit greatly from such?  
Of course!  And that is probably the way that the 

majority of folks would do it.  God put the books in order, so it 
would make sense to read them that way.  What about start-
ing with the New Testament first?  Would that be a good place 
to start?  What about reading Psalms and Proverbs first? 
 The answer to any of these places to start is YES!  The 
main thing is to START! After that, the main thing is to KEEP 
GOING! It’s not a race! There is no minimum! Read it, remem-
bering that ALL of it is God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17) and that He 
wrote it for you (Matt. 22:31). Enjoy it!    (more next week) 

By David Sproule 

The answer to 
any of these 

places to start is 
YES!   
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Cut	the	Noise!	
 My wife and I love visiƟng the 
mountains. We love the scenery and serenity 
that you find there. One thing that really 
makes a visit to the mountains special is how 
quiet it is. You don’t realize how loud living in 
the city is unƟl you are out there in the 
mountains, far from any cars or people. In 

the mountains, you get to slow down, calm down and relax. 
 This makes me think of just how much noise 
we have around us all the Ɵme. And I’m not just talk-
ing about sounds. We have TVs, cell phones, work, 
bills, recreaƟonal acƟviƟes, sports, and the list goes 
on. None of these things are evil in and of them-
selves, but they can take up tremendous amounts of 
our Ɵme. 
 The latest numbers show that Americans 
spend about 5 hours and 16 minutes on their phones every 
day. That comes to nearly 80 days or two-and-a-half months a 
year! If our eyes are looking at a screen for two-and-a-half 
months of a year, what things might we be missing? How much 
noise is distracƟng us every day? 
 The Bible tells us that there are some things that we 
need to be listening for. If we don’t learn to cut out the noise, 
we will miss them. 
 In Psalm 46:10, the Bible says, “Be sƟll and know that 

I am God.” The knowledge of God isn’t going to come to us 
while we are running about, engaged in all the distracƟons of 
the world. In 1 Kings 19:11-12, Elijah went out to stand before 
the Lord and He was not found in the wind, the earthquake or 
the fire, but in “...a sƟll small voice.” Elijah needed to cut 
through the noise and listen for it. 
 We cannot let ourselves be so distracted that we nev-
er hear the voice of God. Now, we are not going to hear God’s 

voice like Elijah did. As Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us, the 
Ɵme of prophecy is past. If we want to hear the voice 
of the Lord today, we will find it in the Bible.  
 We need God’s Word to guide us. When 
Jesus was fasƟng in the desert and being tempted by 
Satan, He relied on the Scriptures to keep Him from 
sin. In MaƩhew 4:4, Jesus rejected Satan, saying, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God.” We will not find com-
fort or answers in the things of this world. We will only find 
them in the Word of God. Psalm 119:105 tells us, “Your word is 
a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” If our eyes are con-
stantly consumed by the glow of a screen, will we trip? 
 This week, dedicate some Ɵme to go to the mountain 
of the Lord. Pick an hour each day to take a break from the 
noise. Put down the phone, turn off the TV, and spend some 
quality Ɵme with the Lord. 

By Robert Lupo 

How much noise 
is distracƟng us 

every day? 

Dilapidated faith 
 
Picture in your mind an old barn out in the country.  Can you 
see it leaning to one side and the roof caving in?  You can look 
right through it, as the walls have mostly roƩed away.  There is 
a very faded logo barely percepƟble on the side, and the grass 
and weeds higher than ever. 
 
At one Ɵme, that barn was brand new.  It was 
built solid, stood strong, was used confidently 
for years, and no one would ever have envi-
sioned what it is today.  What happened?  In 
one word—neglect.  Its current condiƟon was 
not inevitable.  It could have been avoided.  But 
without regular and proper aƩenƟon and 
maintenance, it could not stand forever. 
 
Can I ask you how your faith is doing?  Did your faith once look 
like that new barn, but now it resembles that old barn?  Is your 
faith not as strong and dependable and used as it once was?  
What changed?  No maƩer the condiƟon of your faith, may I 
encourage you to “add to your faith” (2 Pet. 1:5), to grow your 
faith (2 Thess. 1:3), to “establish” your faith (1 Thess. 3:2), and 
to live your faith (Jas. 2:18), that others may see and “know 
your faith” (1 Thess. 3:5).  – DS  

Phone a friend 
 
One of the most popular parts of the TV game show “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire?” was the three lifelines, which in-
cluded, “Phone-a-Friend.”  Of course, you wanted to choose 
the friend who was best suited to help in that moment.  The 
success rate was roughly 2 out of every 3. 
 

When you are facing a spiritual challenge…when 
you are struggling with doubts…when you feel 
disconnected…when you are in a situaƟon 
where you don’t know what to do…when the 
devil is pressing your buƩons…when you start 
thinking that maybe you are not where you 
need to be spiritually…when you are hurƟng 

due to life’s trials…who is your “Phone-a-Friend”?   
 
More pointedly, is your Phone-a-Friend a faithful New Testa-
ment ChrisƟan, who has your highest spiritual interests fore-
most in their hearts?  You don’t need someone who will tell 
you what you “want” to hear but someone who is best suited 
in that moment to tell you what you “need” to hear (Prov. 
27:17; Ecc. 4:9-12; Gal. 6:1-2; Eph. 4:15).  That’s a true friend!  
So, in your life, who is that person?  – DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

Dianne Halenda pain, swelling in legs & back 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Bill Ingram, Jr. advanced Alzheimer’s 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Sadie Myrie 
Gloria Boyd Leigh PuckeƩ 
Josie Dawson Don Seay 
Zula GarreƩ Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Jackie Stout 
Kasandra Jones Samuel Williams 
Owen Miley EveƩa Wilson 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Skye Brown having extended pain from lung cancer surgery 

Paul Davidson dealing with a several health issues 

Sandy DeVall dealing with severe pain 

Beth Fry recovering from knee replacement surgery 

Ophelia Holmes undergoing 4 months of breathing treatments 

Lynne Jorgensen dealing with health issues 

Isolyn Sinclair undergoing physical therapy on her knee 

Jermaine Smith recovering at home from hospitalizaƟon 

Jackie Stout recovering from a fall but is doing okay 

Amy West recovering at home from hospitalizaƟon 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
James DiNeƩa Tom DiNeƩa’s son, recovering from hip surgery 

Melinda Johnson Selena Booze’s sister, recovering from a heart aƩack 

Rochelle Lord David Lord’s mother, recovering from pacemaker surg. 

JeaneƩe Volker Tom DiNeƩa’s sister, very rare immune system disease 
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Sunday, September 6 
♦ His Kids Class 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in the 

front of the Auditorium. 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, September 13 
♦ His Kids Class 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in the 

front of the Auditorium. 
♦ Jr. High Devo aŌer evening worship at the home of Jeff 

& Jennifer Goodale.  Dinner will be provided.  Bring des-
serts and drinks to share.  See Robert Lupo for more 
details. 

 
Sunday, September 20 
♦ 2-Week Mini-Session Classes Begin. Age 3 thru Grade 5 

meet in Adult 1-2.   
 
Thursday-Sunday, September 24-27 
♦ RUSH Weekend at FHU for Grades 8-12. See Robert 

Lupo for more details. 

Sunday, September 6 
♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Friday, September 11 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mary 

Brown.  Bring desserts and drinks. See Ivan Villard for 
more details. 

 
Saturday, October 3 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Dirk & 

Elizabeth Summerlot.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Saturday, October 24 
♦ Young Adult Sunrise & Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. at Juno 

Beach.  Breakfast will be at Juno Beach Café.  See Ivan 
Villard for more details. 

♦ Youth & Young Adult Costume Party at 6:00 p.m.  All Jr. 
High, Sr. High & Young Adults are invited.  See Robert 
Lupo for more details. 

Sunday, September 6 
♦ GiŌ Cards for Mount Dora Children’s Home Begins.  

Please bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa giŌ cards by 
October 4 and place them in the box in the Lobby.  

♦ Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Monday, September 7 
♦ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Adult 3. 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3. 
 
Saturday, September 12 
♦ MOM Group Dinner & DevoƟonal at 11:30 a.m. at the 

home of Brenda Collier. This is for all PBL moms of chil-
dren from birth to 18.  See Beth Fry or Traci Sproule for 
more details. 

 
Sunday, September 13 
♦ EDP Bible Study & Fellowship at 4:30 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 

Saturday, September 19 
♦ Teacher AppreciaƟon Banquet for our teachers of chil-

dren and adult Bible classes at 6:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. Please RSVP to David Sproule or the church 
office. 

 
Sunday, September 20 
♦ Friends & Family Day with Eric Garner.  There will be a 

combined class at 9:00 a.m. for Jr. High, Sr. High and 
adults in the auditorium. Bring potluck dishes and 
drinks for lunch. We will have a 12:45 p.m. worship in-
stead of a 6:00 p.m. worship 

 
Wednesday, September 23 
♦ 2-Week Mini-Session Class at 7:00 p.m. Jr. High, Sr. 

High and adults meet in the Auditorium.  
 
Saturday, September 26 
♦ Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. unƟl 

2:00 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  Come 
and enjoy food, fun and fellowship together!  

 
Sunday, September 27 
♦ New Member’s OrientaƟon Class at 9:00 a.m. 
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September 
September 1: Luke 19:11-27 
The Parable of the Minas 
 

September 2: John 11:55-12:11 
John’s Account of Mary Anointing Jesus for Burial 
 

September 3: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9 
Matthew and Mark’s Accounts of Mary Anointing Jesus 
 

September 4: Luke 19:28-44 
Luke’s Account of the Triumphal Entry  
 

September 5: Matthew 21:1-11 
Matthew’s Account of the Triumphal Entry 
 

September 6: Mark 11:1-11 
Mark’s Account of the Triumphal Entry 
 

September 7: John 12:12-19 
John’s Account of the Triumphal Entry 
 

September 8: Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-26 
Jesus Curses a Barren Fig Tree and Later Teaches a Lesson 
 

September 9: Matt. 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple for the Second Time and  
Heals the Blind and Lame 
 

September 10: John 12:20-36 
Jesus Teaches on His Impending Death for All People 
 

September 11: John 12:37-43 
John Explains the Unbelief of the Jews Was Prophesied 
 

September 12: John 12:44-50 
Jesus Makes a Final Appeal to Believe His Words 
 

September 13: Luke 20:1-8 
Luke’s Account of the Sanhedrin Challenging Jesus’ Authority 
 

September 14: Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33 
Matthew and Mark’s Accounts of the Sanhedrin  
Challenging Jesus’ Authority 
 

September 15: Matthew 21:28-32 
The Parable of the Two Sons 
 

September 16: Matthew 21:33-46 
Matthew’s Account of the Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

September 17: Mark 12:1-12 
Mark’s Account of the Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
 

September 18: Luke 20:9-19 
Luke’s Account of the Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
 

September 19: Matthew 22:1-14 
The Parable of the Marriage of the King’s Son 
 

September 20: Matthew 22:15-22 
Matthew’s Account of the Pharisees and Herodians  
Questioning About Taxes 
 

September 21: Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26 
Mark and Luke’s Accounts of the Pharisees and  
Herodians Questioning About Taxes 
 

September 22: Matthew 22:23-33 
Matthew’s Account of the Sadducees Questioning About  
the Resurrection 
 

September 23: Mark 12:18-27 
Mark’s Account of the Sadducees Questioning About the 
Resurrection 
 

September 24: Luke 20:27-38 
Luke’s Account of the Sadducees Questioning About the 
Resurrection 
 

September 25: Matt. 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 20:39-40 
A Scribe Questions Jesus About the Greatest Commandment 
 

September 26: Matt. 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 
Jesus Questions the Pharisees About His Relationship to David 
 

September 27: Matthew 23:1-12 
Jesus Warns About the Hypocrisy and Arrogance of the 
Pharisees and Scribes 
 

September 28: Matt. 23:13-22; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47 
The First Three Woes Against the Scribes and Pharisees 
 

September 29: Matthew 23:23-33 
The Last Four Woes Against the Scribes and Pharisees 
 

September 30: Matthew 23:34-39 
Jesus Laments Over the Sin of Jerusalem and Its  
Impending Destruction 
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 There will be a MOM Group Dinner & DevoƟonal on 
Saturday, September 12 at 11:30 a.m. at the home of Brenda 
Collier. Lunch will be provided!  This is for all PBL moms of chil-
dren from birth to 18.  See Beth Fry or Traci Sproule for more 
details. 
 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Jack Charles; Mr. Jean Charles; Mr. Alex 
Cornwell; Mr. WyaƩ Dickerson; Ms. Amanda Fisher & family; 
Ms. Stephanie Flournoy; Mr. Sterling Frederick; Mr. Keith 
Hutchison; Mr. Frank Kim; Ms. Linda King; Mr. Mark Lester; 
Ms. Nancy Meyer; Ms. Jean Powers; and Mr. Trevor Welling-
ton.  
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Ms. AnneƩe Brown, Conyers, GA; 
Mr. & Mrs. Billie & Linda Bryant; Middleburg, FL; Ms. Emma 
Helling, Orlando, FL; Mr. Ken Hirsh, Woodbridge, VA; Mrs. 
Jeannie McElhannon, Crawford, GA; Mrs. Mary Alice Moorer, 
Port Orange, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & KrisƟ Parker, Nicosia, 
Cyprus; Ms. Stephanie Seabrooks, Lithonia, GA; and Ms. Alison 
Williams, Stone Mountain, GA.  

Sunday, September 6th 
Derrick Banks 
 
Monday, September 7th 
Bill Ingram 
ScoƩ Lewis 
Daniel Wagner 
 
Tuesday, September 8th 
Trinity Franck 

Tuesday, September 8th (cont.) 
Can Margarini 
Verdell March 
 
Friday, September 11th 
Mario & Marcia Clough-Moss (Ann.) 
 
Saturday, September 12th 
Darin Summerlot 

Sunday,  
August 30 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, September 6 
 Opening Prayer ........................ Phil Porter 
 Singing .................................. Robert Lupo 
 Scripture Reading............... Beau Caviness 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .................. Stephen Beliech 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ....................... Orlando Lolo 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Tim Cox Tim Mahlbacher 
  Andres Fernandez Robert Mariano 
  Namdidie Ikon Taylor Reeves 
  Steward Lynch Nahum Villard 

Sunday Evening, September 6 
 Singing .......................... Stephen Beliech 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Ivan Villard 
 Scripture Reading ............ Trevin Roman 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .............................. Tim Fry 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer ................... Tom Garrison 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Joe Maloney Nahum Villard 
   
Audio this week: Jack Holoman 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Ed Gager 

Wednesday Evening, September 9 
 Singing ........................... Daniel Wagner 
 InvitaƟon ....................... Freddie Gadson 
 Family Prayer .................... Victor Colage 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Ushers for this week: Brent McPherson & Rick Hall 
Safety Team for this week: Victor Colage 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Aug 30 July Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 149 146 
 Sun. AM Worship 245 223 
 Sun. PM Worship 95 109 
 Wed. Bible Study 137 115
 ContribuƟon $16,383 $16,288 

2026 Weekly Budget: $17,161 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $6,434 
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Front Cover:  Krystian, Bryson & Ariyah Dubuisson 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


