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-‘ The Stench of Death

&

1

"‘b You look at the title of this article
&S " and wonder if you should continue reading.
N \v"‘ Let me assure you, keep reading. When you
a4 ﬂ?\k‘e have read half of these words, you may won-
l \ der what they have to do with anything.
= * Keep reading. You will be surprised at how

often your reading of His words and medi-
tating on them can be so rewarding. So, keep reading.

By Dan Jenkins

When God brought the plagues on Egypt,
the Egyptians knew He was angry with them. When
the water was turned to blood, they were thirsty.
When locusts destroyed their crops, they were hun-
gry. When the cattle were afflicted with pestilence

Death has its
stench but faith
in the heart of a

anointed the body of Jesus with precious perfume that cost
300 days’ wages. This was just two days before His arrest. They
saw it as waste; Jesus saw it as preparing His body for His
death. When Jesus died, Nicodemus, who came to Him by
night, brought nearly 100 pounds of spices to be placed
around His body. We try to hide the stench of death, but it is
still there.

Perhaps we should begin to look at death in a way
that the world never could. The world would never
describe the smell of the burning carcasses of ani-
mals in a positive manner, but God sees it differently.
He describes it more than 30 times as a sweet aroma.
Now think of how this is true of the death of a saint.

(the King James calls it the murrain), imagine the Christian changes The world thinks of death as a stench, but faith sees

stench of death there had to be as they dealt with
decaying flesh. The same was true when hailstones
killed whatever animals or men were in the fields. Finally, im-
agine the stench when there was the death of the firstborn in
every house of the Egyptians.

The sister of Lazarus knew the stench of death when
Jesus commanded that the stone be removed from her broth-
er's tomb. “Behold he stinketh” (KJV, John 11:39). Death is
tragic, but the stench of death is even more hideous. We do all
we can to avoid it.

Jesus’ disciples were so critical of the woman who

Two weeks ago, we considered a
common question that is often raised about
where to start reading the Bible. There may
be a variety of answers to that question, but
starting anywhere in the book is great. Last
week, | shared my favorite answer to give to
folks who ask where to start reading—I en-
courage them to begin with the book of John. It is a great
book designed to build faith in the Son of God.

By David Sproule

So, what about after that? If someone be-
gins reading the Bible with the book of John, where
should they go after the book of John? Again, many
good answers could be given, including going from
there to Genesis and reading it from beginning to
end. But | usually tell folks, “And after you’ve read
the book of John, you’re right there, so take your
time and read through the book of Acts, which is the next
book.” And then | give them some reasons for doing such.

The book of Acts shows God’s eternal plan coming
into reality. The “eternal purpose” of God was to bring His
church to this earth (Eph. 3:9-11). In the Old Testament, you
read prophecies and preparations for His church (2 Sam. 7:12-
16; Isa. 2:2-4; 9:6-7; Dan. 2:44), and in the early pages of the
New Testament, you read John the Baptist and Jesus both
preaching that it was “at hand” (Matt. 3:2; 4:17), for it would

all of this

It is the natural
continuation
from reading
about Jesus in
the book of John (Acts 16:31), repent (Acts 2:38), confess their faith

it so differently.

This is not to minimize the fact that death
has a smell that is so repugnant. However, we do not see
death as the world does. The psalmist says, “Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints” (Psa. 116:15). Death
brings sorrow to those who remain. However, while we view
death as the end, God sees it as a new beginning. From the
prison in Rome, Paul spoke of death as being gain and ex-
pressed his longing that he might depart and be with the Lord.
Death is wretched in many ways. Death has its stench, but
faith all of changes that. There is no real stench in the life of
His saints. Think about it.

“New to the Bible? Here’s a Good Place to Go Next”

be established “with power” within the lifetime of Jesus’ con-
temporaries (Mark 9:1; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8). So, when you
arrive at the book of Acts, you get to read the culmination of
God’s eternal plan.

The book of Acts shows what Jesus’ disciples did after
the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. It is the
natural continuation from reading about Jesus in the book of
John. His disciples were so committed to Him and so convicted
of the truth of the gospel that they went everywhere
preaching the good news of Jesus (Acts 1:8; 8:4).

The book of Acts shows how to be convert-
ed to Christ and become a Christian. This is key.
When one has learned about Jesus in the book of
John, what do they do now? They need to believe

(Acts 8:36-38) and be baptized (Acts 22:16), in order
to be saved from their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). The book of Acts
shows this being done over and over, as is its main purpose.

There are many benefits that can be gained when one
starts reading the Bible in the book of John and then continues
into the book of Acts, none the least of which is that now the
reader has a complete picture of what the Bible is all about.
Now, having that understanding, the reader can go back to
Genesis and read through the Bible, anticipating with excite-
ment to see God reveal, unfold and fulfill His magnificent plan!



You should really be at church this
Sunday. In fact, there is no better Sunday for
B YOU to make sure you are present, and that is
true no matter which Sunday we are talking
about. That’s because the time to start mak-
ing worship a priority is always right now.
Here are some reasons why.

By Robert Lupo

If you come to church this Sunday, it will strengthen
the church. Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us con-
sider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

Your brethren

What If You Came to Worship This Sunday?

ers and sisters in Christ have a God-given duty to hold each
other up when we are feeling low. But, we don’t fulfill this
command out of necessity, we want to help each other be-
cause we love each other. How might the church lift your bur-
dens this Sunday?

If you come this Sunday, you will find the purest love
in the world. Paul expresses another command to Christians in
Romans 12:10. He says, “Be kindly affectionate to one another
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one
another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord...” Again, this isn’t a difficult com-

together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting €an’t wait to give mand for Christians. When you are not at worship,

one another..” The church needs the encourage-
ment of its brethren. How might you encourage your
brethren if you came this Sunday?

If you come this Sunday, it will deepen your
devotion to the Lord. In Acts 2:42, the Bible says that the early
church “...continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Creating
the practice of spending time in worship and instruction in the
scriptures is key to reaching greater spiritual growth. How
might worship bring you closer to God this Sunday?

If you come this Sunday, you will find brethren who
want to lift you up. Paul tells us in Galatians 6:2, “Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Your broth-

you a hug and
catch up...

you are missed. Your brethren can’t wait to give you
a hug and catch up with you because you are our
friend. Who might you see at church that will bright-
en your day if you come this Sunday?

If you come this Sunday, you will be spiritually
strengthened. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so a
man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” There is no
better reminder of how to stay faithful than to see it lived out
in your brethren. At church, you will be surrounded by your
friends who are all striving to be faithful, just like you. How
might your spiritual walk be sharpened if you came to church
this Sunday?

Don’t miss what God has in store for you this Sunday!

Articles Published in PBL Family News Emails Last Week

He is not THE UNKNOWN GOD

Paul arrived in Athens to find a people who were “very reli-
gious” and had “objects” of “worship” by the thousands (Acts
17:22-23). They even had “an altar with this inscription: TO
THE UNKNOWN GOD” (17:23). While the Athenians did not
KNOW God, Paul did. Paul told them about his God. He is
your God—the same God. What could you tell others about
your God? What do you KNOW about Him?

Your God is CREATOR—He “made the world and
everything in it” (17:24-25). Your God is PRO-
VIDER—He “gives to all life, breath and all
things” (17:25). Your God is SOVEREIGN—He
rules over all and is all-powerful (17:26-27).
Your God is NEAR—He “is not far from each of us,” for we “live
and move and have our being” in Him (17:27-29). Your God is
JUDGE—He commands all “to repent,” so that they are ready
to stand before Jesus on the “appointed” day (17:30-31).

In the midst of people who did not know the true God, Paul
was not ashamed to “proclaim” Him (17:23). Are you? People
need to know WHO you KNOW! - DS

“But You are God”

Even 1,000 years after God had delivered the Jews from Egyp-
tian bondage, that was still the pivotal event in all of their his-
tory, and Nehemiah rehearsed that deliverance in his long
prayer to God in Nehemiah 9. God had “divided the sea before
them,” “led them,” “spoke with them,” “gave them laws,”
“gave them bread...and brought them water” (Neh. 9:9-15).
“BUT they and our fathers acted proudly, hard-
ened their necks, and...refused to obey” (9:16-
17). “In their rebellion” against God, you might

think He would just reject them. Read the next
/' four words.

“But You are God” (9:17). Aren’t you glad that
God is God!? He’s not like you or like me or like any fickle hu-
man! And how does Nehemiah summarize what it means to
be “God”? “But You are God, ready to pardon, gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, and did not for-
sake them.”

Go back and slowly read every one of those qualities. Wow!
That’s not just “a God.” That’s your God! He was all of those
things to Israel, and He is all of those things to YOU! — DS



. Keep in Your Prayers

Pray for These PBL Members

Jimmie Banks undergoing medical tests at Cleveland Clinic Ongoing Health Issues
Skye Brown having extended pain from lung cancer surgery Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments
Paul Davidson dealing with a several health issues Judy Carmack chronic health issues
Sandy DeVall dealing with severe pain Dianne Halenda  pain, swelling in legs & back
Beth Fry recovering from knee replacement surgery Bill Ingram, Jr. advanced Alzheimer’s
Lynne Jorgensen dealing with health issues John Loftis back pain, weakness
Wilton Moorer awaiting medical test results Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments
Phil Porter recovering from cataract surgery Sherri Richmond multiple health issues
Emma Reeves having surgery on October 2
Isolyn Sinclair undergoing physical therapy on her knee Pray for Our Shut-Ins
Amy West recovering at home from hospitalization Millie Ames Sadie Myrie
Gloria Boyd Leigh Puckett
Josie Dawson Don Seay
- I
Zula Garrett Ricky Smedley
Loretta Holaday Jackie Stout
. Kasandra Jones Samuel Williams
Pray for These Relatives of PBL Members Owen Miley Evetta Wilson
Kari Carden Chuck Reeves'’ sister, Kari Carden, awaiting test results
Roy Knowles Charlene Knowles’ husband, recovering from a fall
Rochelle Lord David Lord’s mother, recovering from pacemaker surg.
Linda Price Rick Price’s mother, recovering from knee surgery
Mary Reeves Chuck Reeves’ mother, hospitalized with kidney issues
Jeanette Volker Tom DiNetta’s sister, very rare immune system disease
Curtis White Betty White’s brother, recovering from hip replacement

JJ@MhJ §_a Cara IJasglﬁmem



Sunday, September 20

+ Friends & Family Day with Eric Garner. There will be a
combined class at 9:00 a.m. for Jr. High, Sr. High and
adults in the auditorium. Bring potluck dishes and
drinks for lunch. We will have a 12:45 p.m. worship in-
stead of a 6:00 p.m. worship

¢+ Gospel Meeting with Nathan Franson hosted by West
Broward each night at 7:00 p.m. (Monday-Wednesday).

Monday, September 21
+ Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Adult 3.

Tuesday, September 22
¢+ Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in Adult 3.

Wednesday, September 23
¢+ 2-Week Mini-Session Class at 7:00 p.m. Jr. High, Sr.
High and adults meet in the Auditorium.

Saturday, September 26
¢ Widows Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at
the home of Kane & Fran Campbell. Ladies only, please.

\\Come and enjoy food, fun and fellowship together!

Church Family Calendaror|

Sunday, September 27

¢+ New Member’s Orientation Class at 9:00 a.m. in the
Conference Room. See Tim Fry for details.

¢ 2-Week Mini-Session Class at 9:00 a.m. Jr. High, Sr.
High and adults meet in the Auditorium.

Wednesday, September 30
¢ 2-Week Mini-Session Class at 7:00 p.m. Jr. High, Sr.
High and adults meet in the Auditorium.

Saturday, October 3

¢ Bilingual Ladies’ Day Hosted By West Broward from
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Michelle Goff will be speaking
on “All In! Living Fully in Christ.” See the bulletin board
for more details.

¢ 22nd Annual Lectureship hosted by South Seminole
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be served.
See the bulletin board for more details.

Sunday, October 4

+ Deadline: Gift Cards for Mount Dora Children’s Home.
Please bring Publix, Wal-Mart or Wawa gift cards and
place them in the box in the Lobby.

+ New Bible Classes Begin at 9:00 a.m. for all ages.

-

Friday, October 2
¢+ Young Adult Devo at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Dirk &

Elizabeth Summerlot. See Ivan Villard for more details.

Thursday, October 8

+ PBL Ladies’ Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. at the church build-
ing. We will be studying through the book of First Pe-
ter, using the Evergreen Cypress Light journals. Cost is
$25 for the journal. Please let Lisa Metzkes or Traci
Sproule know you’d like to join the study and give them
your payment by Friday, September 18.

Saturday, October 24

¢+ Young Adult Sunrise & Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. at Juno
Beach. Breakfast will be at Juno Beach Café. See Ivan
Villard for more details.

¢+ Youth & Young Adult Costume Party at 6:00 p.m. at the
home of Victor & Sandy Colage. All Jr. High, Sr. High &
Young Adults are invited. Please bring a pumpkin to
carve, and drinks and desserts to share. See Robert Lu-

po for more details. /

FAYOUTH
‘ & FAMILY

Sunday, September 20

¢+ 2-Week Mini-Session Classes Begin. Jr. High, Sr. High
and adults meet in the Auditorium. Age 3 thru Grade 5
meet in the Sr. High Room.

¢ Jr. High & Sr. High Hangout after worship services from
2:00-5:00 p.m. at Anchorage Park. Bring outdoor games,
fishing poles and water. See Robert Lupo for more de-
tails.

Wednesday, September 23

¢ 2-Week Mini-Session Class at 7:00 p.m. Jr. High, Sr.
High and adults meet in the Auditorium. Age 3 thru
Grade 5 meet in the Sr. High Room.

Thursday-Sunday, September 24-27

¢ RUSH Weekend at FHU for Grades 8-12. The cost is
$40 per person (plus money for 10 meals/snacks). We
will leave Thursday at 4:00 p.m. and be returning late
Sunday night. You will need to bring sleeping bags, pil-
lows and towels & your normal luggage. See Robert

K Lupo for more details. /
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1 2 3
¥¢ Young Adult ¥¢ 22nd Annual
Devo Lecutreship
b Casey Crews hosted by South
b Kingsley Seminole
Gardner ¥ Bilingual
Ladies’ Day
hosted by West
Broward
b Kathy Nelson
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Y Deadline: Gift Y« Men’s Meet b Tom DiNetta a Jimmie & Cheryl | Y% PBL Ladies’ b Lawrence b Dirk Summerlot
Cards for Mount b Rosa Nash Banks Bible Study Williams
Dora Children’s b Lisa Suarez b Donna Erickson
Home b Norma Mariano
¥ New Bible b Bessie Walker
Classes Begin b Betty White
¥¢ His Kids Class
b Amelia Rogers
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
¥¢ Jr. High & Sr. b Beau Caviness b Fran Campbell b Amy Rosado b Stahia Banks a Michael & ¥¢ PBL Ladies’
High Family Devo Turkessa Staley Prayer Meeting
b Scott Studer b Adelene Honore | ¥ Trunk-or-Treat
for Grades 5 &
Under
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
¥¢ His Kids Class b Todd Juckett b Janice Maloney | b Tim Mahlbacher | v Ladies’ ¥¢ Young Adult
b Sabrina Pietro Fellowship Sunrise &
b David Sproule b Millie Ames Breakfast
¥¢ Youth & Young
Adult Costume
Party
b Lydia Quinn
Lectureship hosted by Haverhill Road (October 18-21)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
¥ His Kids Class a Kane & Fran b Traci Sproule b Sylvester b Marie Yolette
b Ekaette lkon Campbell Jackson Achille
b Samantha
Eutsey




“..always abounding in the work of the Lord...” (1 Cor. 15:58)

Members Traveling [
this week
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Thank Y

Thank you so much for the food, cards, calls, texts,
visits and especially the prayers during my recent surgery and
recovery. We love our church family!

Love,
Beth Fry

Its % Boy!

Congratulations to David & Traci Sproule upon the
birth of their grandson, Jesse Nathanael, to Sam & Katie Ford
on Wednesday, September 16 weighing 9 Ibs. 1 oz.

Sunday,
September 13

Thank You

for worshiping with us

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Dalon & Trisha Beard; Ms. Rhon-
da Butler; Mr. Jack Charles; Mr. Jean Charles; Mrs. Vita Chery;
Mr. Alex Cornwell; Mrs. Ann Freseman; Ms. Erika Garrett; Mr.
Mark Lester; Mr. & Mrs. Rai & Ashley Masuda; Ms. Tiffany
Mclntosh; Mr. Cristopher Osorio; and Ms. Jean Powers.

OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Bryan & April Adams,
Tyrone, GA; Ms. Hannah Adams, Tyrone, GA; Mr. Mike Hanlon,
Okeechobee, FL; Ms. Marta Mendez, Sunrise, FL; Mr. & Mrs.
Tony & Margaret Mickhoctzick, Franklin, TN; Mrs. Juana
Moore, Giddings, TX; Ms. Carmen Perez, Orlando, FL; Mrs.
Cathy Powell, College Station, TX; Mrs. Demetrius Richardson,
Round Rock, TX; Mr. James L. Roberts, Wilson, MI; and Ms.
DeRita Summerlot, Orlando, FL.

Birthday

S This W
&Anniversaries eek

Tuesday, September 22nd
Luann McLeod

Saturday, September 26th
Ophelia Holmes

Gary Jenkins

Vincent Rogers

Friday, September 25th
Paul Davidson
Dan Fuller

Those to Serve
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m.
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m.

Sunday Morning, September 20 Sunday Evening, September 20 Wednesday Evening, September 23
SINGING vveeeeeieeeee e Gary Friedly SINGING cvveeeeeeee e Robert Lupo SINGING veeeveeeeeeeee e Jimmie Banks
Lord’s SUpper......cccceeevveeennnen. Dan MclLeod Opening Prayer................. Jimmie Banks Invitation.......cccceevveeenns Kane Campbell
Singing Scripture Reading................ John Patrick Family Prayer ......ccueeuu.... John Hoelzer
Opening Prayer........ccccceeeennee Dan Jenkins Singing
Scripture Reading.......cccocveene Jim Rogers Lord’s Supper.....cccceeeunennn. John Hoelzer
Singing Singing
Contribution Contribution
Singing Singing Our Record
Sermon Singing Attendance Sep 13 AugAvg
Singing Closing Prayer................ Kane Campbell

losing Prayer ........cccoeueveerenes Kirk Sun. Bible Stud 183 153
Closing Prayer irk Crews Serve at Table: Yy
Serve at Table: Kane Campbell Jeff Goodale Sun. AM Worship 250 234
Michael Erickson  Jeff Leslie .
Kingsley Gardner Michael Menendez Audio this week: James Green Sun. PM Worship 92 92
Jeff Goodale Joseph Snyder Computer this week: Buzz Nelson .
Kameron Heitler ~ Marty Williams Video this week: Ed Gager Wed. Bible Stuidy Ao Ll
Contribution  $21,946 $16,964
Service Coordinator: Ushers for this week: Mike Damron & Islay Rodriguez 2026 Weekly Budget: 517,161
Mike Damron Safety Team for this week: Vincent Rogers Y-T-D Contribution-to-Budget: $10,662
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Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent.

N

EXIT
Northiake Bivd. | 77
W E
E Leo Lane
Blue Heron Blvd.
S
Service Schedule
Sunday:
Bible Classes.......... 9:00 a.m.
Worship ......cc...... 10:00 a.m.
Worship .....ccovenes 6:00 p.m. L
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......... 7:00 p.m.

Front Cover: Jeff & Griffin Goodale
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First-Century Christianity
in the Twenty-First Century

OF THE LORD'S WAY @®

ar

Phil Sanders, who has spoken numer-
ous times at Palm Beach Lakes, is the . -
host of the nationally televised pro- ‘
gram, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.”

Speaking where the Bible speaks

Silent where the Bible is silent

| .

Calling Bible things by Bible names

SDoing Bible things'in Bible' ways & o

This great, faith-building program is
broadcast on G.E.T. (Great Entertain-
ment Television) every Sunday
morning at 7:00 a.m.

Those channels are: | 7 b
DIRECTV (channel 83) 0 = 0
oo s e () YouTube

DISH (channel 373)

You can also watch on YouTube: @SearchTVMinistry

Be sure to check it out every week and tell others about it.




